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   Name of the Faculty (Course Incharge): Dr. B. Serena Margaret       Semester:I - Odd 

    Designation: Associate Professor of English                                       Year:  2022-2023 

                                                                                             Class:  I MA English Literature 

 SEMESTER – I   

Core IV  American Literature   

Course Code : 21PENC14  Hrs / Week: 6  Hrs / Semester: 90  Credits: 4  
Objectives:  

• To widen the knowledge of the students on the perceptions of the American writers 

about the social, cultural and the intellectual climate of the nation.  

• To study primary texts of American Literature with broader investigations into the 

conceptual, theoretical, and cultural parameters of the literary history of the United 

States.  

Course Outcome: 

CO. 
No.  

  
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to  PSO  

addressed  
Cognitive 

Level  

CO-1  locate the significance of the American literary tradition.  1,4,7  Re  

CO-2  examine the works of the representative writers of 
American Literature.  

1,2  Un  

CO-3  articulate the historical and the socio-cultural background of 
American Literature.  

3  Ap  

  
CO-4  

appraise the historical and literary contexts, genres, 
themes, and ethical dimensions of the representative works 
of American literature.  

  
4  

  
An  

CO-5  distinguish a diverse group of authors and reveal the 
evolving American experience and character.  

1,3  An  

CO-6  analyse the major movements and works of American 
Literature.  

4  An  

CO-7  evaluate the strengths and limitations of the major trends in 
American Literature.  

5,7  Ev  

CO-8  review the roles of gender, race, age, class, ethnicity and 
geography in creating American ethnic literature.  

6,8  Ev  

 



 

Unit I – Poetry  

Walt Whitman (1819-1892)  : As I Ebb’d with the Ocean of Life  

Emily Dickinson (1830-1886)  : I Measure Every Grief I Meet  

Robert Frost (1874-1963)  : Directive  

Langston Hughes (1902-1967)  : Afro-American Fragment  

Sylvia Plath (1932-1963)  

Unit II - Prose  

: Colossus  

Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882)  : Self Reliance  

Alain Locke (1886-1954)  

Unit III - Drama  

 : The New Negro  

Amiri Baraka (1934-2014)  : A Black Mass  

Arthur Miller (1915-2005)  

Unit IV - Fiction  

: Death of a Salesman  

F. Scott Fitzgerald( 1896-1940)  : The Great Gatsby  

Colson Whitehead (b.1969- )  

Unit V - Short Story  

: The Underground Railroad  

Edgar Allan Poe (1809- 1849)  : The Black Cat  

Herman Melville (1819-1891)  : Bartleby the Scrivener (Self Study)  

Flannery O’ Connor (1925-1964)  : A Late Encounter with the Enemy  

Text Books:  

1. Baraka, Amiri. A Black Mass. US: Marion Boyars, 2000.  

2. Miller, Arthur. Death of a Salesman. London: Penguin Books, 1948.  

3. Whitehead, Coleson. The Underground Railroad. New York: Penguin 

Random House LLC, 2016.  

4. Fitzgerald, F. Scott. The Great Gatsby. London: Charles Scribner’s 

Sons, 1925.  

 SEMESTER – I   

Core IV  American Literature   

Course Code: 
21PENC14 

  Hrs / Week: 6  Hrs / Semester: 90  Credits: 4  



Books for Reference:  

1. Baym, Nina, Wayne Franklin, Philip F. Gura, et al.eds. The Norton 

Anthology of American Literature. Shorter 7th ed. UK: W. W. Norton 

& Company, 2007.  

2. Gray, Richard. A History of American Literature. West Sussex: 

Blackwell Publishing Ltd., 2012.  

3. Oliver, Egbert S, ed. American Literature: An Anthology (Vols. 1 & 2). 

Chennai: S. Chand & Company, 1967.  

4. Parrington, Jr. Vernon L. American Dreams: A Study of American 

Utopias. Providence: Brown University, 1947.  

 

E- Resources:  

1. Kane, Joseph, and Joe Kane. The Arthur Miller Journal, vol. 4, no. 1, 

2009, pp. 48–53. JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/42908974. 23. Feb. 2021.  

2. Kelly, Adam. (2018). Freedom to Struggle : The Ironies of Colson 

Whitehead. Open Library of Humanities. 4. 10.16995/olh.332. 29 Nov. 

2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Teaching Module 

 

Unit Section Topic Lecture 

Hours/ 

Semester 

Learning 

Outcomes 

Pedagogy Assessment/ 

Evaluation 

I 1 “As I Ebb’d with the Ocean 

of Life” 

4 Locate the 

significance of 

the American 

literary tradition. 

Lecture,   

E Content, 

PPT, Prezi 

Nlist E 

Resources 

E PG 

Pathshala 

 

 

 

 

 

CIA I, 

Online Quiz 

Assignment 

Seminar – E 

content 

 2 “I Measure Every Grief I 

Meet” 

3 Examine the 

works of the 

representative 

writers of 

American 

Literature. 

Lecture,   

E Content, 

PPT, 

Nlist E 

Resources 

E PG 

Pathshala 

 3 “Directive” 4 Distinguish a 

diverse group of 

authors and 

reveal the 

evolving 

American 

experience and 

character. 

Lecture,   

E Content, 

Poet’s 

Reading 

(Library of 

Congress), 

Yale 

University 

Lecture,     

PPT, Prezi 

Nlist E 

Resources 

E PG 

Pathshala 

 

 

 

CIA II, 

Online Quiz. 

Assignment 

Seminar – E 

content 



 4 “Afro-American Fragment” 3 Review the roles 

of gender, race, 

age, class, 

ethnicity and 

geography in 

creating 

American ethnic 

literature. 

Lecture,   

E Content, 

Poet’s 

Reading 

(Library of 

Congress), 

PPT, 

Nlist E 

Resources 

 

 

CIA II, 

Online Quiz.  

Assignment 

Seminar –     

E Content 

 5 “Colossus” 4 Appraise the 

historical and 

literary contexts, 

genres, themes 

and ethical 

dimensions of 

the 

representative 

works of 

American 

literature. 

Lecture,   

E Content, 

PPT, Prezi 

Nlist E 

Resources 

 

 

CIA II, 

Online Quiz, 

Assignment 

Seminar –     

E content 

II 1 “Self- Reliance” 

Analysis of Paragraphs 1-17 

- The Importance of           

Self-Reliance 

3 Locate the 

significance of 

the American 

literary tradition 

Lecture,   

E Content, 

PPT, 

Nlist E 

Resources 

E PG 

Pathshala 

 

 

 

 

CIA I, 

Online Quiz. 

Assignment, 

Seminar 

 

  “Self- Reliance” 

Analysis of Paragraphs 

18-32 - Self-Reliance and 

the Individual 

3 Distinguish a 

diverse group of 

authors and 

reveal the 

evolving 

American 

Lecture,   

E Content, 

Nlist E 

Resources 

E PG 

Pathshala 



experience and 

character. 

  “Self- Reliance” 

Analysis of Paragraphs     

33-50 - Self-Reliance and 

Society 

3 Evaluate the 

strengths and 

limitations of 

the major trends 

in American 

Literature 

Lecture, 

E Content, 

Nlist E 

Resources 

E PG 

Pathshala 

 2 “The New Negro” - 

The Progressive Phases of 

Contemporary Negro Life 

3 Articulate the 

historical and 

the socio-

cultural 

background of 

American 

Literature. 

Lecture, 

E 

Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CIA II, 

Online Quiz 

Assignment 

Seminar –     

E content 

  “The New Negro” - 

Harlem as the Laboratory of 

a Great Race-welding 

3 Analyse the 

major 

movements and 

works of 

American 

Literature. 

Lecture, 

E 

Resources 

  “The New Negro” - 

The New Negro’s Upsurge 

from Social Disillusionment 

to Race Pride 

3 Review the roles 

of gender, race, 

age, class, 

ethnicity, and 

geography in 

creating 

American ethnic 

literature. 

Lecture, 

E 

Resources 

III 1 A Black Mass –  

Manipulation of Myth, 

Magic, and Legend 

3 Distinguish a 

diverse group of 

authors and 

reveal the 

Lecture, 

E 

Resources 

 

 

 

 



evolving 

American 

experience and 

character. 

 

CIA II, 

Online Quiz 

Assignment, 

Seminar 

 

  A Black Mass – Fictional 

Re-enactment of the Actual 

History of African 

Americans 

3 Review the roles 

of gender, race, 

age, class, 

ethnicity, and 

geography in 

creating 

American ethnic 

literature. 

Lecture, 

E 

Resources 

 2 Death of a Salesman –      

Act I – Scene i -vi 

Willy Loman’s Desperate 

Quest for the American 

Dream 

3 Articulate the 

historical and 

the socio-

cultural 

background of 

American 

Literature. 

Lecture, 

PPT, 

Movie, 

N List E 

Resources, 

E PG 

Pathshala 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CIA III, 

Assignment 

Seminar –     

E content 

  Death of a Salesman – 

Act I - Scene vii – xii 

Fusing Multiple Memories 

3 Appraise the 

historical and 

literary contexts, 

genres, themes, 

and ethical 

dimensions of 

the 

representative 

works of 

American 

literature. 

Lecture, 

PPT, 

Movie, 

N List E 

Resources, 

E PG 

Pathshala 

  Death of a Salesman – 

Act II – Scene i – vii 

3 Evaluate the 

strengths and 

limitations of 

Lecture, 

PPT, 

Movie, 



Falling into Memories of the 

Past to Deny the Present 

the major trends 

in American 

Literature 

N List E 

Resources, 

E PG 

Pathshala 

  Death of a Salesman – 

Act II – Scene viii – xiv & 

Requiem 

Attempts to Manipulate 

Reality 

3 Review the roles 

of gender, race, 

age, class, 

ethnicity, and 

geography in 

creating 

American ethnic 

literature. 

Lecture, 

PPT, 

Movie, 

N List E 

Resources, 

E PG 

Pathshala 

IV 1 The Great Gatsby 

Chapters 1-3 

Nick Caraway’s Encounter 

with Gatsby 

3 Locate the 

significance of 

the American 

literary tradition 

Lecture, 

PPT, 

Movie, 

N List E 

Resources, 

E PG 

Pathshala 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CIA II, 

Online Quiz 

Assignment 

Seminar –     

E content 

  The Great Gatsby 

Chapters 4-6 

Gatsby's Aspirations and the 

Main Purpose of His Life. 

3 Evaluate the 

strengths and 

limitations of 

the major trends 

in American 

Literature 

Lecture, 

PPT, 

Movie, 

N List E 

Resources, 

E PG 

Pathshala 

  The Great Gatsby 

Chapters 7-9 

Nick Caraway Reflects 

on Gatsby as a Person of 

Hope and Trust. 

3 Distinguish a 

diverse group of 

authors and 

reveal the 

evolving 

American 

Lecture, 

PPT, 

Movie, 

N List E 

Resources, 

E PG 

Pathshala 



experience and 

character. 

 2 The Underground Railroad 

Chapters 1 – 4 

The Facets of Cora’s 

Identity 

3 Review the roles 

of gender, race, 

age, class, 

ethnicity, and 

geography in 

creating 

American ethnic 

literature. 

Lecture, 

PPT, 

N List E 

Resources, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CIA III, 

Assignment 

Seminar 

  The Underground Railroad 

Chapters 5 – 8 

The Complexities of the 
Fugitive Slave Experience. 

 

3 Articulate the 

historical and 

the socio-

cultural 

background of 

American 

Literature 

Lecture, 

N List E 

Resources, 

 

  The Underground Railroad 

Chapters 9 – 12 

American Belief in Manifest 

Destiny. 

3 Analyse the 

major 

movements and 

works of 

American 

Literature. 

Lecture, 

N List E 

Resources, 

 

V 1 “The Black Cat” – 

The Newly Ominous Course 

of the Black Soul. 

5 Locate the 

significance of 

the American 

literary tradition. 

Lecture, 

N List E 

Resources, 

 

 

CIA III 

Assignment 

Seminar –     

E content 

  “The Black Cat” – 

Gothic Horror 

4 Review the roles 

of gender, race, 

age, class, 

ethnicity, and 

geography in 

Lecture, 

N List E 

Resources, 

 

 



creating 

American ethnic 

literature. 

 2 “Bartleby the Scrivener” 

(Self Study) 

 Articulate the 

historical and 

the socio-

cultural 

background of 

American 

Literature 

 Online Quiz 

3 

 3 “A Late Encounter with the 

Enemy” – Handling the 

Concept of History 

5 Evaluate the 

strengths and 

limitations of 

the major trends 

in American 

Literature 

Lecture, 

N List E 

Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CIA III 

Assignment 

Seminar –     

E content 

  “A Late Encounter with the 

Enemy” - Repeated Use of 

Images to foreshadow the 

Ending. 

4 Articulate the 

historical and 

the socio-

cultural 

background of 

American 

Literature 

Lecture, 

N List E 

Resources 

 

 

Evaluation 

 

Range of Marks CIA I CIA II CIA III 

26-30 - - 1 

21-25 4 6 4 

16-20 3 5 6 

10-15 5 4 6 

Below 10 4 3 1 

No. of Absentees 3 1 1 



Total No. of 

Students 

19 19 19 

Maximum Marks 

Obtained 

25 24 25.5 

Minimum Marks 

Obtained 

5 6 8 

 

Online Quiz Marks 

Range of Marks CIA I CIA II CIA III 

9 & 10 16 15 - 

6 - 8 - 2 3 

 £ 5 - - 15 

No. of Absentees 3 2 1 

Total No. of 

Students 

19 19 19 

Maximum Marks 

Obtained 

10 10 8 

Minimum Marks 

Obtained 

9 8 2 

 

 

        
Course Co Ordinator/s                                                                                           HoD                                          

                                                           
Dr. B. Serena Margaret   (4 hours/week) 

Associate Professor of English 

 
Ms. A. Patricia Romila  (2 hours/week) 

Assistant Professor of English 

 



 

 

 

 


