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                                                           Preface 

 Aldous Huxley occupies an important position among the British novelists. He has 

successfully delineated contemporary religious, political and social issues through his 

writings. 

 This project entitled Scientific and Futuristic Representation of Dystopian Society 

in Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World encompasses the lives of the people of futuristic 

world and focuses on the dehumanized state of dystopian society. 

 The first chapter deals with the biographical details of Aldous Huxley. It throws light 

on his works and establishes Aldous Huxley as the greatest novelist. 

 The second chapter focuses on the dystopian world state in the Brave New World and 

how the society functions. 

 The third chapter depicts the characters of the novel and their different kinds of 

psychological approach. 

 The fourth chapter throws light on dehumanized society in Brave New World with its 

lack of human traits and values. 

 The fifth chapter sums up the important perspectives that are dealt within the 

preceding chapters and justifies the title.  

 The researcher has followed the guidelines prescribed by MLA Handbook seventh 

Edition for the preparation of the project. 

 

 

 



                                                      Chapter One 

                                                       Introduction 

Literature is an art that aims at producing beauty in writings and pleasure in readers. 

Literature teaches us about life and helps us understand our emotions and values. It goes far 

beyond mere entertainment. It enriches us deepening our understanding of others, of word 

and of ourselves. It explores others cultures and benefits. By studying literature, one can get a 

break from their hectic life.  British literature refers to literature associated with the United 

Kingdom and Channel Islands. This includes literature from England, Northern Ireland, 

Scotland and Wales. In addition, the story of British literature involves writings in Anglo-

Saxon, Anglo-Norman, Cornish, Latin, Manx, Welsh and Ulster Scots. 

English literature prevails even before the Norman Conquest. But the standard 

English literature evolves from the fourteenth century. The literature before Norman 

Conquest includes the epic Beowulf by some Northumbrian poet, Caedmon9s three scriptures 

of paraphrases : one dealing with the creation and the fall; the second dealing with the exodus 

from Egypt and the third the history of Daniel, Cynewulf9s Dream of the Rood, Christ, Elene, 

Juliana and The Battle of Brunanburh. Hudson in his History of English Literature observes: 

The English of fourteenth century grew out of the Anglo-Saxon of the fifth by 

a regular course of evolution and that nothing occurred at any stage to break 

its continuity. For this reason, the term Anglo-Saxon is now dropped and 8Old 

English9 used instead. (13) 

This is how the standard English Literature evolved. The importance of English Literature is 

to understand how the contemporary Western World was developed into what it is today. 
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Aldous Leonard Huxley, English novelist and critic was gifted with an acute and far- 

ranging intelligence. His works are notable for his wit and pessimistic satire. A brief account 

of his achievement as a novelist, philosopher, narrator, essayist, short story writer and poet is 

sufficient enough to establish him as a versatile genius. He produced nearly fifty books- both 

novels and non-fiction works as well as wide ranging  essays and narrative poems. 

  Aldous Leonard Huxley was born on July 26, 1894, in Godalming, England, into a 

family of intellectuals. Huxley and his siblings were strongly encouraged to carry on the 

family tradition of intellectual pursuit. He attended Balliol College at Oxford University, 

where he completed his studies with high honours in English. While at Oxford, he was 

introduced to Philip Morrwell, a member of the British parliament, and his wife, Lady 

Ottoline. Because of his family reputation, Huxley was soon accepted into the Morrwell9s 

circle of friends. He began spending time at Gashington, the Morrwell9s country estate, where 

he met such influential literary figures as Virginia Woolf, T.S. Eliot, H.G. Wells and D.H. 

Lawrence. 

Aldous Huxley pursued a career in science when he was beset with an eye affliction 

that left him blind for over a year. This condition made the long hours of reading and research 

that the scientific field required impossible. He never completely recovered, and the course of 

his life9s work was forever changed. His eye problems disqualified him for military service in 

World War I, a brutal conflict in which many of his contemporaries died. After World War I, 

Huxley engaged in literary journalism and was the staff of the Athenaenum, edited by John 

Middleton Murray. For the greater part of 1923-1930, he lived in Italy and spent much time 

with D.H. and Frieda Lawrence. In 1919, he married Maria Nys and they had a child, 

Matthew Huxley. In 1955, Maria Huxley died of cancer. In 1956, Huxley married Laura 

Archera, who was also an author, violinist and psychotherapist. 
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Much of Huxley9s later energy was devoted primarily to non-fiction, especially in 

essays presenting social criticism. His novel The Perennial Philosophy (1945), comments 

that Huxley considered the vital essence of the world9s mystical writings. Instead, Huxley9s 

career and personal life turned more and more towards mysticism as he aged, which is one of 

the points of contention his critics had with him. 

During the last ten years of his life, Huxley engaged in experiments, with the 

hallucinogenic drugs mescaline and LSD, under the supervision of a Physician friend. In his 

novel The Doors of Perception (1954), he wrote about his experience with these drugs. This 

novel later became popular with members of the counter cultural movement in the United 

States in the 19609s. Huxley9s health was never robust and took several turns for the worse in 

the early 19609s. He died in Los Angeles home on November 22, 1963. He was buried in 

Compton, Surrey, England. 

In his first novel Crome Yellow (1921), Huxley satirises the fads and fashions of the 

time. It is the story of a house party at Crome, a parodic version of Garsington Manor, home 

of Lady Ottoline Morrwell a house where authors such as Huxley and T.S. Eliot used to 

gather. Point Counter Point (1928) is Huxley9s longest novel and notably more complex and 

serious than his earlier fiction. The title of the novel is a reference to the flow of arguments in 

a debate and a series of these exchanges tell the story. The  Devils of Loudun (1952) is a non-

fiction novel by Huxley. It is a historical narrative of supposed demonic possession, religious 

fanaticism, sexual repression and mass hysteria that occurred in 17th century France 

surrounding unexplained events that took place in the small town of Loudun. Island (1962), 

the final novel by Huxley gives an account of Will Farnaby, a cynical journalist who is 

shipwrecked on the fictional island of Pala. Island is Huxley9s Utopian counterpart to his 

most famous work, the 1932 dystopian novel Brave New World. Huxley9s other famous 
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novels Antic Way (1923), Those Barren Leaves (1925), After the Firework (1930), Eyeless in 

Gaza (1936), After many a summer (1939), Time Must Have a Stop(1944), Ape and the 

Essence (1948) and The Genius and the Goddess (1955) are reveal his mastery in fusing 

theme and plot. 

Huxley was connected to many of the leading literary figures of his time. These artists 

influenced his work especially D.H. Lawrence, who was a great friend and mentor in his 

mistrust of intellect and trust in physical instincts. In Brave New World, Huxley produced an 

enduring novel in the science fiction genre, and one of the most brilliant satires in English 

literature. Although other intellectuals such as H.G. Wells, E.M. Forster, Karel Capek had 

experimented with science fiction romances as a method of social criticism, Huxley9s novel 

remains a seminal work and a remarkable achievement, which influenced many later writers 

from George Orwell to Robert Silverberg. 

Brave New World is a dystopian novel. The hypothesis of the thesis is Scientific and 

Futuristic Representation of Dystopian Society in Aldous Huxley9s Brave New World. 

Largely set in a futuristic World State, inhabited by genetically modified citizens and an 

intelligence based social hierarchy, the novel anticipates huge scientific advancements in 

reproductive technology, sleep learning, psychological manipulation and classical 

conditioning that are combined to make a dystopian society which is challenged by only a 

single individual i.e the protagonist of the novel. 

The numerous concepts suggested by Brave New World have made the novel, a study 

centre piece for social scientists, teachers and technology mavens and favourite among 

readers for several generations. The author9s lifelong preoccupation with the negative and 

positive impacts of science and technology on 20th century life expressed forcefully in Brave 

New World. New York Times Book Review contributor John Chamberlain found Huxley9s 



5 

 

novel, a humourous attack on progressive global thought. In his review he contended that 

Brave New World satirizes <the imminent spiritual trustification of mankind, and has made 

rowdy and impertinent sport of the World State whose motto shall be <Community, Identity, 

Stability=. 

Brave New World was adapted into a film in 1980 and directed by Burt Brinckerhoff. 

It was again adapted into a film in 1998 and was directed by Leslie Libman and Larry 

Williams. Huxley won James Tait Black Memorial Prize for his novel After Many a Summer 

Dies the Swan in 1939. Brave New World made a literary reputation with the honour of 

American Academy of Arts and Letters in 1959. In 1962 he was elected Companion of 

Literature by the Royal Society of Literature. Other contemporary writers are D.H. Lawrence, 

T.S. Eliot, Virginia Woolf, C.S. Lewis, Agatha Christie and Rupert Brooke. D.H. Lawrence9s 

collected works represent, among other things, an extended reflection upon dehumanising 

effects of modernity and industrialisation.  Lawrence explores issues such as sexuality, 

emotional health, vitality, spontaneity and instinct. His novel Sons and Lovers (1913) tells the 

story of a man so emotionally connected to and influenced by his mother that he is unable to 

form lasting relationships when he encounters other women. The Rainbow (1915) is a 

controversial novel which tells the story of three generations of the Brangwens, a working 

class family trying to make sense of lives in British society. His novel Lady Chatterley’s 

Lover (1928) reflects the author9s belief that men and women must overcome the deadening 

restrictions of industrialized society and follow their natural instincts to passionate love. His 

other notable novels are Woman in Love (1920),  John Thomas and Lady Jane (1927) etc. 

T.S. Eliot was a poet, essayist, publisher, playwright and literary and social critic. 

Born in St. Louis, Missouri, he moved to England in 1914 and settled there. He became a 

British subject in 1927. His major poem <The Waste Land” (1922) illuminates the 
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devastating after effects of First World War and this poem is considered as Eliot9s 

masterpiece. Murder in the Cathedral (1935) is a verse drama that portrays the assassination 

of Archbishop Thomas Becket in Canterbury Cathedral in 1170. His other famous poems are 

<The Love of J. Alfred Prufock” (1915), <Four Quartets= (1943) etc. 

 Virginia Woolf was considered as one of the most important modernist 20th century 

novelists and also a pioneer in the use of stream of consciousness as a narrative device. Her 

novel Mrs. Dalloway (1925) details a day in the life of Clarissa Dalloway, a fictional high 

society woman in post-First World War England. Her novel To The Lighthouse (1927) 

centres on the Ramsay family and their visits to the Isle of Skye in Scotland between 1910-

1920. Her A Room of One’s Own (1929) is an essay based on two lectures Woolf delivered 

in1928 at Newnham College and Girton College at the University of Cambridge. Her other 

major novels are Orlando (1928), The Waves (1931) etc. 

Clive Staples Lewis was a British writer and lay theologian. He is best known for his 

fiction and non-fiction Christian apologestics. His novel The Chronicle of Narnia (1950-

1956) is set in a fictional realm of Narnia, a fantasy world of magic, mythical beast and 

talking animals. It narrates the adventures of various children who play a central role in the 

unfolding history of the Narnian world. His novel The Allegory of Love (1936) is an 

exploration of the allegorical treatment of love in the Middle Age and the Renaissance. The 

Screwtape Letters (1942) is a satirical novel and in epistolary style and while it is fictional in 

format, the plot and characters are used to address Christian theological issues. His other 

notable novels are Mere Christianity (1952), The Space Trilogy (1938-1945). 

Agatha Christie was a great detective novelist in English. She was appointed a Dame 

Commander of the Order of the British Empire for her contribution to literature in 1971. Her 

Hercule Poirot (1920-1975) is a fictional Belgian detective novel. Poirot is one of Christie9s 
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most famous and long running characters. And Then There Were None (1939) is a mystery 

novel, described by her as the most difficult of her books to write. The Mousetrap (1952) is a 

murder mystery play. It opened in London9s West End. The play has a twist ending, which 

the audience are traditionally asked not to reveal after leaving the theatre. Her other famous 

novels are Miss Marple (1932), Murder on the Orient Express (1934), The Murder of Roger 

Ackroyd (1926), Death on the Nile (1937) etc. 

Rupert Chawner Brooke was an English poet known for his idealistic war sonnets 

written during the First World War. The Irish poet W.B. Yeats describes him as 8the 

handsomest young man in England9. His <The Soldier= (1915) is a sonnet in which Brooke 

glorifies the England during the First World War. He speaks in the guise of an English soldier 

as he is leaving home to go to war. The poem represents the patriotic ideals that characterized 

pre-war England. His <1914 & Other Poems= was published shortly after the death of Rupert 

Brooke. His five war sonnets caught the spirit of the time with the country yet to feel the full 

impact of the devastation that war would bring. 

Huxley employs a blend of descriptive and narrative style in his novels. Huxley is 

well-known for dazzling readers with a revolving door of written language that constantly 

challenges, engages and teases his readers. Christopher Sykes who was an English author 

wrote in the magazine Spectator, <Mr. Huxley9s writing remains as compelling and as 

brilliant as ever=. Huxley was deeply interested in exploring unconventional paths to 

understanding life and the world. His works show his interest in mysticism and drug induced 

altered states of consciousness. Edward Crushing, the critic found Huxley9s narrative 

technique of average strength but he admired the author9s intent and the moral. Crushing in 

the magazine Saturday Review of Literature appreciates: <Mr. Huxley is eloquent in his 

declaration of an artist9s faith in man, and it is his eloquence, bitter in attack, noble in 
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defense, that when one has closed his book, one remembers=. He satirises the contemporary 

society, conventional morality and mysticism in his novel Brave New World. Aldous Huxley 

states in Brave New World Revisited, <Any culture which in the interest of efficiency or in the 

name of some political or religious dogma, seeks to standardize the human individual, 

commits an outrage against man9s biological nature= (11). 

The next chapter deals with the dystopian world state where the people of world state     

live under the control of totalitarian government.



 

                                                       Chapter Two 

                                     Dystopian World State 

Aldous Huxley9s novel Brave New World presents a nightmarish vision of a future 

society. Dystopia is opposite term for utopia which means in a utopian society where things 

have gone wrong. It examines a futuristic society called the World State that revolves around 

science and efficiency. Brave New World is set in London, England, six hundred years in 

Huxley9s future, it portrays a totalitarian society where freedom, diversity, and conflict have 

been replaced by efficiency, progress, and harmony. The contrast between our world and that 

of the inhabitants of Huxley9s futuristic society is made especially clear when Huxley 

introduces us to the Indian reservation in New Mexico, where the 8primitive9 culture of the 

natives has been maintained. Huxley chose London as his main setting because it was his 

home. 

A SQUAT GREY building of only thirty-four storeys.  Over the main entrance 

the words, CENTRAL LONDON HATCHERY AND CONDITIONING 

CENTER, and, in a shield, the World State9s motto COMMUNITY, 

IDENTITY,STABILITY. (1) 

The novel opens in the central London hatchery and conditioning center in the year 

A.F.632. The Director of hatcheries and conditioning gives a group of students a tour in a 

factory that produces human beings and conditions them for their predestined roles in the 

World State. He introduces the caste system thus: 

Alpha children were grey. They work much harder than we do, because 

they9re so frightfully clever. I9m really awfully glad I9m beta, because I don9t 
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work hard. And then we are much better than the gammas and deltas. Gammas 

are stupid. They all wear green, and delta children wear khaki. Oh no, I don9t 

want to play with delta children. And epsilons are still worse. They9re so 

stupid to be able. (22) 

The students view the various techniques for producing more babies and watch as the 

process segregates babies into various castes. The reader is then introduced to the class 

system of this world, where citizens are sorted as embryos to be of a certain class. The 

embryos, which exist within tubes and incubators, are provided with differing amounts of 

chemicals and hormones in order to condition them into predetermined classes. Embryos 

destined for the higher classes get chemicals to perfect them both physically and mentally, 

whereas those of the lower classes are altered to be imperfect in those respects. The five 

castes are Alpha, Beta, Gamma, Delta and Epsilon. These classes, in order from highest to 

lowest, are Alpha, Beta, Gamma, Delta, and Epsilon. The Alphas are bred to be leaders, and 

the Epsilons are bred to be menial Labourers, Gamma, Delta and Epsilon undergo the 

Bokanovsky process. The Alpha and Beta embryos never undergo dividing process. The 

professor explains the Bokanovsky process to the students. The cloning process is one of the 

tools the old state uses to implement its guiding motto of  <Community, Identity, Stability=. 

Huxley provides a vivid picture of conditioning the children: 

The swiftest crawlers were already at their goal. Small hands reached out 

uncertainly, touched, grasped, unpetalling the transfigured roses, crumpling 

the illuminated pages of the books. The director waited until all were happily 

busy. (16) 

After the babies are decanted from their bottles, they are conditioned through Neo-

Pavlovian conditioning and hypnopaedia. In Neo-Pavlovian conditioning, babies enter a room 
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filled with books and roses. When the babies approach the books or the roses, alarms and 

sirens sound, and the babies receive a small electric shock, which frightens them so that when 

they confront the same items for the second time, they recoil in fear. Introducing the 

knowledge of technology, Huxley says: 

The principle of sleep-teaching, or hypnopaedia, had been discovered. These 

early experiments, the DHC was saying, were on the wrong track. They 

thought that hypnopaedia could be made an instrument of intellectual 

education… (20) 

Hypnopaedia teaches babies and children while they are asleep by playing ethical phrases 

numerous times so that the phrases will become a subconscious part of each person. The 

artificial process, says the director, aims to make individuals accept and even like 8their 

inescapable social destiny9. 

The goal of the state is to ensure social stability and the conditioning creates the 

<community= by segregating each infant into separate classes. This promotes stability by 

creating a group of workers with state-controlled preferences that promote spending. The 

underlying principle of the regime is utilitarianism or maximizing the overall happiness of the 

society. Huxley stated in Brave New World Revisited that the only way to create a 

permanently stable society is for a totalitarian regime to have absolute power. George Orwell 

as well in his novel 1984, presents that power is the sole to control the society. <The party 

seeks power entirely for its own sake. We are not interested in the good of others. We are 

interested solely in power. Pure power= (332). Margaret Atwood too in her dystopian novel 

Handmaid’s Tale talks about power: <Remember that forgiveness too is a power. To beg for 

it is a power, and to withhold or bestow it is a power, perhaps the greatest= (109).The regime 

must ensure that people are happy all the time, be able to control the behaviour of each 
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individual and ensure that independent thinkers are forbidden from disturbing the social 

fabric. Huxley creates a society that frowns on individual creativity and that only welcomes 

those who conform. The Director sums up the history of the conventional world to the 

students: 

8In brief,9 the Director summed up, 8the parents were the father and the 

mother.9 The smut that was really science fell with a crash into the boys9 eye-

avoiding silence. 8Mother9, he repeated loudly, rubbing in the science; and, 

leaning, back in his chair, 8These9, he said gravely, 8are unpleasant facts; I 

know it. But, then, most historical facts are unpleasant.9  (19) 

The World Controller of Western Europe, his Fordship Mustapha Mond appears and 

gives the students a lecture about the way things used to be. Before the Utopian World order 

was established, he explains that people used to be parents and have children through live 

birth. This existence led to dirty homes with families where emotions got in the way of 

happiness and stability. The first world reformers tried to change things, but the old 

governments ignored them. War finally ensued, culminating in the use of anthrax bombs. 

After the so-called Nine Years' War, the world suffered through an economic crisis. <The 

Nine Years War the great economic collapse. There was a choice between world controlled 

and destruction= (41). Exhausted by their disastrous living conditions, people finally allowed 

the world reformers to seize control. The reformers soon eradicated religion, monogamy, and 

most other individualistic traits, and they stabilized society with the introduction of the caste 

system and the use of soma. 

Bernard Marx is introduced as a short, dark haired Alpha who is believed to have 

accidentally received a dose of alcohol as a fetus on the assembly line. His co-workers dislike 

him and talked about him in derogatory tones. Bernard has a crush on Lenina Crowne, 
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another Alpha, and she informs the reader that he asked her to go with him to the Savage 

Reservations several weeks earlier. Lenina has been dating Henry Foster for the past several 

months, but since long-term relationships are discouraged, Fanny is upset that Lenina is 

having a long relationship with only one man. She quotes <everyone belongs to everyone 

else= (34). <Turning, with eyes a little saddened by the recollection of Benito9s curly 

blackness, she saw in a corner the small thin body, the melancholy face of Bernard Marx= 

(49). She agrees to go with Bernard Marx to the Reservations. 

Huxley represents the social necessities for perfect stability within his society. These 

include the role of consumption, the role of history and the redefinition of religion. The 

society believes that more consumption means more production of goods, which will increase 

the number of jobs and keep the society full employed. The interplay between the sexuality 

and emotions is complex. Huxley realized that monogamy, sex and family ties generate more 

emotions. The goal is to replace them with pure sexual desire. This combined with baby 

factories, destroying family life and monogamous relationships. The society believes that the 

past and the religions are as dangerous and corrupting. Bernard seeks permission from the 

Director to go to the Savage Reservation: 

8I had the same idea as you,9 the Director was saying. 8Wanted to have a look 

at the savages. Got a permit for New Mexico and went there for my summer 

holiday. With the girl I was having at the moment. She was a Beta-Minus. (83) 

Bernard goes to Tomakin, the Director, and gets the Director9s signature to enter the 

Reservations. The Director tells a story about how he went there twenty-five years earlier 

with a woman. During a storm, she became lost, and circumstances forced him to leave her 

there. The Director then realizes he should not have told Bernard this story and defensively 

begins to yell at him. Bernard leaves unruffled and goes to talk to his good friend Helmholtz 
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Watson about his meeting with the Director. Helmholtz Watson is an intellectually superior 

Alpha who has become disillusioned with the society. He is tired of his work, which consists 

of writing slogans and statements to inspire the people. 

 Helmholtz indicates that he is searching for a way of expressing something, but he 

still does not know what. Helmholtz tells Bernard that he has "a feeling that I've got 

something important to say and the power to say it - only I don't know what it is, and I can't 

make any use of the power" (59). While he is talking, Bernard becomes afraid that someone 

is listening to them at the door. He goes to check but finds no one there. Having betrayed his 

nervousness, Bernard breaks down and tells Helmholtz, "When people are suspicious with 

you, you start being suspicious with them" (60). 

Both Bernard Marx and Helmholtz Watson have deep-seated suspicion of the society 

that they live in, though they do not know how to put such suspicions into thoughts or words. 

This impulse towards the rational comes from differences – physical for Bernard, mental for 

Helmholtz - that disrupt their ability to accept the ordered world around them. Helmholtz 

pities Bernard because he realizes that neither of them can completely fit into the society. 

Thus, Huxley makes a statement about creativity, progress, and the ability of powerful 

authorities to stifle such things, Huxley shows society9s abhorrence of rational, independent 

thought in the mockery of Bernard Marx by his co-workers. Helmholtz Watson also faces the 

same predicament in the sense that his superiors think he is too good at what he does. This 

fear prevails in each and every individuality like Helmholtz that ensures the                                 

stability of  the society because its absence prevents creativity. Since creativity would lead to 

attempts to reform the society, the World Controllers root out individual creativity whenever 

possible. Outside, the Director shows the boys hundreds of naked children engaged in sexual 

play and games like 8Centrifugal Bumble-puppy9. Mustapha Mond, one of the ten World 
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Controllers, introduces himself to the boys and begins to explain the history of the World 

State, focusing on the State9s successful efforts to remove strong emotions, desires, and 

human relationships from society. Meanwhile, inside the hatchery, Lenina chats in the 

bathroom with Fanny Crowne about her relationship with Henry Foster. Fanny chides Lenina 

for going out with Henry almost exclusively for four months, and Lenina admits she is 

attracted to the strange, somewhat funny-looking Bernard Marx. In another part of the 

hatchery, Bernard is enraged when he overhears a conversation between Henry and the 

Assistant Predestinator about 8having9 Lenina. 

Bernard flies with Lenina to the Savage Reservations. While there he realizes he left a 

tap of perfume running in his room, and so he calls Helmholtz Watson to ask him to turn it 

off. Helmholtz tells him that the Director is about to transfer Bernard to Iceland because 

Bernard has been acting so antisocial lately. Bernard and Lenina enter the compound and 

watch the Indians performing a ritualistic dance to ensure a good harvest. A young man 

named John approaches them and tells them about himself. He was born to a woman named 

Linda who had been left on the Reservation nearly twenty-five years earlier. John is anxious 

to learn all about the Utopian world. Linda turns out to be the woman that the Director took 

to the Reservation and left there. She was unable to leave because she became pregnant with 

John, and since the Utopian society finds the notion of live birth disgusting, mothers and 

children become taboo topics. 

Society has outcast the Indians for their differences, yet the Indians also make 

outcasts of others, as exemplified by John the Savage. He is a hybrid, a man who has partial 

conditioning but who has also learned Indian ways. He does not belong to either culture and 

can thus evaluate the relative merits of both. He is an entirely sane individual caught in an 

insane environment with a half-insane mother. Interestingly, although he is of the sanest 
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characters, his mother describes him as being mad. John also alludes to Shakespeare, whose 

literature plays a role in the life of John. Then, John laments 8that damned spot9 on the 

ground, which is the blood of the sacrificed Indian but which refers to Shakespeare's 

Macbeth. <Out, damned spot! Out, I say!. Here9s the smell of the blood still: all the perfumes 

of Arabia will not sweeten this little hand= (70). This reference may symbolize the complicity 

of 8civilized9 society in the destruction of Indian culture. John's modesty towards Lenina 

represents a central conflict between the Indian society and the civilized world. John relates 

all of his emotions to Shakespeare9s depiction of love, as Romeo and Juliet is his only point 

of reference. He identifies Lenina in the role of Juliet indicating his reliance on Shakespeare 

for his emotional education since Linda was unable to provide him with emotional lessons. 

John9s character is revealed more fully in his confrontations with World State culture. 

His struggle to suppress his desire to touch Lenina demonstrates the moral code that he has 

internalized from Shakespeare and from the savages on the Reservation. A World State 

resident would have gone for instant gratification. John finds himself in the unenviable 

position of living in the World State without World State conditioning. He is attracted to 

Lenina, but his views on sex are so radically different from hers. The struggle between John9s 

intense desires and his equally intense self-control is a major facet of his character. 

Bernard realizes that John and Linda could save him from a transfer to Iceland. He 

calls Mustapha Mond and receives approval to bring them back to London. When Bernard 

finally returns, he has to meet the Director in public. The Director publicly shames him and 

informs Bernard that he must go to Iceland. Bernard laughs at this and introduces Linda and 

John. At the disclosure of his past, the Director is so humiliated that he resigns. Bernard 

becomes an overnight celebrity due to his affiliation with John the savage, whose good looks 
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and mysterious past make him famous. Revelling in his sudden popularity, Bernard starts to 

date numerous women and becomes extremely arrogant. 

Bernard eventually hosts a party with several prominent guests attending. John refuses 

to come and meet them, which embarrasses Bernard in front of his guests. The guests leave in 

urge while Bernard struggles to make amends. John is happier afterwards because Bernard 

must be his friend again. Helmholtz and John become very good friends. Helmholtz has 

gotten into trouble for writing a piece of poetry about being alone and then reading it to his 

students. John pulls out his ancient copy of the Complete Works of Shakespeare and starts to 

read. The fiery passion of the language overwhelms Helmholtz, who realizes that this is what 

he has been trying to write. 

Lenina has developed a crush on John the Savage, and she finally decides to see him. 

After a few minutes, he tells her that he loves her. Lenina is very happy to hear    this and 

strips naked in front of him in order to sleep with him. Immediately taken aback, John 

becomes extremely angry with her. Crying, 8Strumpet!9 he hits her and chases her into the 

bathroom. Fortunately for Lenina, a phone call interrupts John and he rushes off. 

John goes to the hospital where Linda has finally succumbed to taking too much 

soma. While he tries to visit her, a large group of identical twins arrives for their death 

conditioning. They notice Linda and comment on how ugly she is. John furiously throws 

them away from her. He then talks to Linda, who starts asking for Pope, an Indian, she lived 

with on the Reservation. John wants her to recognize him and so he starts to shake her. She 

opens her eyes and sees him but at that moment, she chokes and passes away. John blames 

himself for her death. The young twins again interrupt him, and he silently leaves the room. 

Huxley demonstrates the danger of soma through the death of Linda: 
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8One day the respiratory centre will be paralysed. No more breathing. 

Finished. And a good thing too. If we could rejuvenate, of course it would be 

different. But we can9t9. Surprisingly, as everyone thought, John raised 

objections. 8But aren9t you shortening her life by giving her so much?9 8In one 

sense yes,9 Dr. Shaw admitted. 8but in another we9re actually lengthening it9. 

8Soma may make you lose a few years in time9. (134) 

When he arrives downstairs, John sees several hundred identical twins waiting in line 

for their daily ration of soma. The sight of dozens of identical twins in a factory sickens John. 

With bitter irony, he echoes Shakespeare9s line in The Tempest <O brave new world that has 

such people in it= (97).  He passionately thinks that he can change the society and tells them 

to give up the soma that is poisoning their minds. He grabs the soma rations and starts to 

throw them away. The Deltas get furious at this and start to attack him. Bernard and 

Helmholtz receive a phone call telling them to go to the hospital. When they arrive and find 

John in the middle of a mob, Helmholtz laughs and goes to join him. Bernard stays behind 

because he fears the consequences. All three men are taken to meet Mustapha Mond who 

turns out to be an intellectual. He tells Bernard and Helmholtz that they must go to an island 

where other social outcasts are sent. The island is for people who have become more 

individualistic in their views and can no longer fit in with the larger society. 

John and Mustapha engage in a long debate over why the society must have its 

current structure. John is upset by the regulation and banning of history, religion, and science. 

Mustapha tells him that the society9s design maximizes each person's happiness. History, 

religion, and science only serve to create emotions that destabilize society and thus lead to 

unhappiness. Mond wants everyone to be in control along with their given freedom. Mond9s 

this thought coincides with the thought of Margaret Atwood in her novel Handmaid’s Tale: 
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<A rat in a maze is free to go anywhere, as long as it stays inside the maze= (129). In order to 

ensure perfect stability, each person receives conditioning and learns to ignore things that 

would lead to instability. The following lines give Huxley9s idea about happiness in the 

Brave New World: 

8ART, SCIENCE – You seem to have paid a fairly high price for your 

happiness ,9 said the savage, when they were alone. 

8Anything else?9 

8Well religion of course,9 replied the controller. (203) 

 John continues protesting. The climax of the novel comes when Mustapha tells John 

that he is claiming the right to be unhappy. Mustapha then mentions a long list of mankind's 

ills and evils. John replies that he claims them all. Mustapha sends Bernard and Helmholtz 

away to an island, but refuses to allow John to leave. He tells John that he wants to continue 

the experiment a little longer. John runs away from London to an abandoned lighthouse on 

the outskirts of the city, where he sets up a small garden and builds bows and arrows. To 

alleviate his guilty conscience over Linda9s death, John makes a whip and hits himself with 

it. Some Deltas witness him in self-flagellation, and within three days, reporters show up to 

interview him. He manages to scare most of them away. However, one man catches John 

beating himself and films the entire event. Within a day hundreds of helicopters arrive, 

carrying people who want to see him beat himself. John cannot escape the mall. Lenina and 

Henry Foster also arrive and when John sees Lenina, he starts to beat her with the whip. The 

crowd soon begins to chant 8Orgy-porgy9, a sensual hymn used to generate a feeling of 

oneness. John loses himself within the crowd and wakes up the next day after taking soma 
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and engaging in the sensual dance of the hymn. He is overwhelmed with guilt and self-hatred. 

That evening he is found dead in the lighthouse. 

In this novel Brave New World, Aldous Huxley provides an imagination of 

genetically engineered future where life is pain free but meaningless. The government of 

Brave New World retains control by making its citizens happy and superficially fulfilled that 

they do not care about this personal freedom. Brave New World is also considered a novel of 

ideas, otherwise known as an apologue. In order to portray the absurdity of the future 

society9s values as well as our contemporary society values, he uses satire, parody, and irony. 

Aldous Huxley has juxtaposed both ordinary scenes like church services and dates and 

incorporate behaviour like internal thoughts and dialogue that reveal the twisted and absurd 

values of the citizens of the future. Many of the future practices can be found in the ideas of 

the contemporary society practices. So Aldous Huxley led the readers to question the values 

of contemporary society. For example, people today are taught to value progress and 

efficiency. However, when taken to the absurd extreme of babies being hatched in bottles for 

maximum efficiency, the reader realizes that not all progress and efficiency is good. Huxley 

even satirizes sentimentality by having the citizens of the future sing sentimental songs about 

8dear old mom9, only they sing a version in which they fondly recall their 8dear old bottle9, 

the one in which they grew as fetuses. Being sentimental about one8s origin in a test tube will 

strike many readers as funny, as well as ironic. Huxley used humour and satire to point out 

the excess and shallowness of contemporary culture. 

The next chapter deals with Huxley9s act of characterization in the novel which gives 

a realistic picture of a futuristic society.



 

                                                    Chapter Three 

                                                    Characterization 

 Aldous Huxley9s Brave New World gives a realistic picture of a futuristic world. This 

picture is more evident by the characters that take part in the novel. Bernard Marx is the main 

protagonist in the beginning of the novel and he, an Alpha is a very intelligent man and a 

specialist in sleep-teaching. He is destined for trouble in this novel just as the Director 

finishes explaining the World State9s successful elimination of desire and its negative effects 

on citizens. Huxley presents the readers with Bernard9s thoughts and his dilemma of the 

society he lives – he personifies everything the World State has supposedly suppressed in his 

lovesick, jealous, and angry inner tirade against anyone who would 8have9 Lenina, denying 

him his chance. Bernard is hardly a traditional hero figure, and so he is much valuable to the 

story and to Huxley. He represents negative, perhaps even self-destructive, human values in a 

world that is growing increasingly less human.  

Bernard does not change, but his fortunes do after he visits the Reservation and 

discovers john, himself a powerful symbol of humanity. He takes advantage of his new status 

to indulge in activities he previously criticized publicly but craves personally, particularly 

sex. Like many critics, Bernard desperately wants to be the very things he criticizes. Huxley 

may be taking a dig at literary critics of his time, many of whom were characterized as 

frustrated writers. When John refuses to greet guests at one of Bernard9s parties, Bernard9s 

success evaporates.  By continuing to criticize the World State while still an active participant 

in its 8pleasant vices9, Bernard shows that he is a hypocrite. John and Helmholtz feel sorry for
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 him because they agree that the World State needs criticizing, and they seem to understand 

that he is trapped in a body that is 8unfit9 for society. Yet, they have no respect for him 

because he refuses to acknowledge his own failings. 

 Lenina sees him merely as an odd but somewhat intriguing man who offers her a 

distraction from her relationship with Henry Foster. She is happy to use him for her own 

social ambitions. She remarks: <Bernard9s an Alpha-plus. Besides, he asked me to go to one 

of the Savage Reservations with him. I9ve always wanted to see a Savage Reservation= (38). 

But she really cares for John alone. Once he is exiled, Bernard is of little use to the story, so 

he simply disappears to the island. In exiling Bernard, he is exiling a more 8socially trained9 

form of desire, one that can work within the confines of the World State. In the end, it is fair 

to assume that a great deal of John9s strength really came from his relationship with Bernard, 

his 8guide9. However, he is discontented with the society and does not completely accept its 

values. He hates the casual attitude toward sex, dislikes sports, and prefers to be alone. Some 

people think Bernard was improperly conditioned – that the chemistry of the womb - like 

bottle he lived in as a fetus was somehow altered. To quote: <They say somebody made a 

mistake when he was still in the bottle – thought he was a Gamma and put alcohol into his 

blood-surrogate. That9s why he9s so stunted= (39). They point to the fact that Bernard is eight 

centimeters shorter and considerably thinner than the typical Alpha as evidence that a 

physical reason exists for his emotional differences. This physical inadequacy makes Bernard 

self-conscious, and he is particularly uncomfortable around lower-class people, since they 

remind him that he physically resembles his inferiors.  

Bernard is a selfish person, trying to bend the rules of society for his own needs and 

using other people to boost his own fortune. He vacillates between boasting and self-pity, 

which annoys his friend Helmholtz Watson. When Bernard discovers the savage, he realizes 
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that by bringing him back to society, he will be able to get revenge against the Director, who 

has been threatening him with exile to Iceland. The Director9s reputation will be ruined when 

it is revealed that he is a father. Bernard also realizes that the savage will be the key to his 

acceptance into society, a sort of plaything that everyone will want to see. Indeed, Bernard 

brings the savage home, and suddenly everyone wants to meet and spend time with him and 

the Savage. Bernard tells himself that people like him because of his discovery, unaware that 

behind their backs they are gossiping about him. He relishes his new popularity with women 

and gets angry with John for not cooperating with his attempts to show him off. He believes 

John ruins his chances of finally being accepted. Bernard9s popularity is predictably short- 

lived, and in the end he is indeed exiled to Iceland, which makes him very unhappy.  

John, the savage is the central character in Brave New World through whom Huxley 

compares the primitive and civilized societies of the future. He is the son of the Director and 

Linda, and was born and raised on an India reservation in New Mexico after an accident 

stranded Linda there. John, now twenty, tall, and handsome, was raised in the Indian culture. 

He has a utopian view of civilization that is based on his mother Linda9s tables. He is wild 

and untamed. He whether in the Indian reservation or the World State, functions as the 

ultimate outsider.  

He has a vast knowledge of Shakespeare because he has learned to read using the only 

book available to him: Shakespeare’s Complete Works. Shakespeare greatly influences John, 

the Savage9s perception of the world around him and what it means to be human. Huxley 

uses Shakespeare as a symbol of the world that the World State has forgotten. John9s 

extensive knowledge of Shakespeare9s works enables him to verbalize the complexity of 

thought he possesses, a complexity which doesn9t seem to exist around him either on the 

Reservation or in the World State. John holds his own against Mustapha Mond, enough to 
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prompt Mond into conversation rather than exile. John proves too valuable to Mond and to 

the World State, both as an artifact and a hostage. John9s 8Shakespearean9 world view also 

blinds him to the truth, especially about Lenina, who is an endless source of shallow 

confusion for him. Through this quote Lenina reveals her thought about John:  

He had seen, for the first time in his life, the face of a girl. Lenina was smiling 

at him; such a nice-looking boy, she was thinking, and a really beautiful body. 

The blood rushed up into young man9s face; he dropped his eyes. (101)   

John9s rejection of the World State values, his inability to define and act on his 

feelings for Lenina, and even his suicide are all Shakespearean themes. John celebrates 

humanity and practises introspection in a world in which humanity is for sale and 

introspection no longer exists. John represents the idea of the Noble Savage: that a person 

raised in a primitive world, away from western civilization, has a purity of heart that civilized 

people lack. John, the savage cannot understand why civilized people think that born and 

raised by parents are an abomination, or why they do not feel sorrowful when confronted 

with death. He very much loves his mother, and cannot understand why his father rejects him.  

John9s phrase Brave New World takes on an increasingly bitter and ironic tone as he 

begins to understand just how his adopted home works. His participation in the final orgy and 

his suicide at the end of the novel could be due to the clash between his essence and the 

values, the World State forces him to adopt. Whatever the cause, John is far more trapped 

than Bernard is. After several discussions with Mustapha Mond, he quickly realizes that 

because his values are completely different from other people9s, no place exists for him 

within civilization.  
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Mustapha Mond is the controller of world society and an intellectual who secretly 

indulges his own passion for knowledge, literature, and history, all of which are denied to 

keep people from questioning the values of the society that has been created for them. Of 

medium height and with black hair, a hooked nose, large red lips, and piercing dark eyes, 

Mustapha Mond has a name that is a play on the words 8Must staff a Mond9. He is a friendly 

and happy fellow, faithful to his job and his vision of a utopian society. He is the most 

powerful leader of the World State. Aldous Huxley appreciates: <Mustapha Mond! The 

resident controller for Western Europe! One of the ten world controllers= (28). He explains 

the history and purpose of the World State and its philosophy to John. Mond is obviously 

very intelligent, and he is impressed with john9s ability to keep up with him. Huxley seems to 

believe that Mond is fully aware of the flaws in the system, but he believes they are 

unimportant when compared to the problems the system solves. As an administrator, he 

enjoys certain 8luxuries9 in terms of information, and he apparently has not lost anything to 

the system. 

He enjoys discussing Shakespeare with John the savage, and treats him like a 

favourite pupil. Formerly a scientist, as a young man he was given the choice of becoming a 

controller or an exiled dissident, so he chose the former. As the controller, he has free will, 

but he denies it to others. Mond understands the frustrations of Bernard Max and Helmholtz 

Watson, who have trouble accepting all of the restrictions of their carefully controlled lives. 

For Mond, the ultimate goal for both the individual and society is stability and happiness, and 

emotions, relationships, and individuality get in the way. By eliminating these 8difficulties9, 

Mond is able to oversee a world that values commerce above all else. His deep belief in the 

system is apparent in his conversations with John, and in his decision to exile Bernard and 

Helmholtz. For him, it is the best of all options. In the end, however, Mustapha Mond9s 
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loyalty is to the society rather than to individuals, so he banishes Marx, Watson, and the 

savage to isolated areas where they cannot influence others. 

Henry Foster is a fair-haired, blue-eyed, ruddy-complected scientist in the London 

Hatchery and a model citizen. He is efficient, pleasant, and cooperative, working hard at his 

job and spending his leisure time engaging in mindless, activities, such as watching movies, 

playing new forms of golf, and having casual sex. Lenina Crowne has been dating him 

exclusively for four months, a practice that raises eyebrows because romantic commitments 

are frowned upon. Henry does not realize that Lenina has been faithful to him and would be 

upset if he knew because, as fanny points out to Lenina, he is 8the perfect gentleman9. He 

expects nice girls to sleep around just as he does. Huxley uses the character of Henry Foster 

to explain how the Hatchery functions and how average citizens are supposed to behave. 

The Director loves to hear himself talk, and, therefore, greatly enjoys giving guided 

tours of the Hatchery to visiting students, as he does at the beginning of the novel. Like many 

intelligent Alphas, the Director secretly used to wonder about life outside of the society over 

which he has so much control. Commenting on the Director9s appearance, Huxley says: <Tall 

and rather thin but upright, the Director advanced into the room. He had a long chin and big, 

rather prominent teeth just covered, when he was not talking, by his full, floridly curved lips= 

(2). He once took a trip with a young woman named Linda to the New Mexico Indian 

reservation to see how the 8primitive9 people lived. Once there, Linda who was carrying his 

child, disappeared. He assumed she was dead and returned without her. The Director tells this 

story to Bernard, but quickly realizes his revelation is unseemly for a man of his great 

reputation and returns to acting professionally, even gruffly, with Bernard. When Linda9s 

baby, John the Savage, comes to London as an adult, he faces the Director and calls him 

father. Everyone reacts as if it were an obscene joke. The Director is horrified and humiliated 



27 

 

at the public revelation that he fathered a child, just like a primitive person. His reputation is 

irreparably ruined. 

A Beta-minus Linda had worked contentedly in the Fertilizing Room until an incident 

that occurred twenty years earlier while on a date with the Director. They had visited the New 

Mexican Indian reservation, where she fell, injuring her head. When she regained 

consciousness, the Director was gone. Pregnant with his child, she was taken in by the 

Indians, but she never really fit into their world because she had been conditioned to live in 

civilization. For example, Linda continued to be sexually promiscuous, having sex with other 

women9s mates, because that was the way a proper girl behaved in the Brave New World – 

the 8Other Place9, as she called it. Linda was very embarrassed to give birth to her son, John, 

and tried to teach him that civilization was superior to life on the reservation. However, she 

could not explain why it was superior. Because she had not been conditioned to understand 

the reason behind the way things worked in the other place. She never lost the value she had 

been conditioned to accept. 

When Linda meets Bernard and Lenina, she is anxious but thrilled to return to 

civilization, but she cannot emotionally handle the return. The embarrassment of being a 

mother, of being old and fat and no longer physically beautiful, is too much for her, so she 

chooses to drug herself with soma, eventually dying from an overdose. Describing on the 

appearance of Linda, Huxley says: <So fat. And all the lines in her face, the flabbiness, the 

wrinkles. And the sagging cheeks, with those purplish blotches. And the red veins on her 

nose, the blood shed eyes= (102). Her inability to handle the contrast between the primitive 

world and the civilized one foreshadows her son John9s final decision to commit suicide. 

Lenina Crowne like Linda is a beta. She is young and beautiful and has auburn hair 

and blue eyes; but she suffers from the immune system disorder lupus, which causes skin 
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lesions. Huxley describes the appearance of Lenina: <The face of a girl whose cheeks were 

not the colour of chocolate or dog skin, whose hair was auburn and permanently waved, and 

whose expression was one of benevolent interest= (101). Employed at the Embryo Room of 

the Hatchery, Lenina is a shallow person, completely accepting the values of her society 

without question. However, part of her longs to form a lasting relationship with one man, a 

desire that is considered ugly and dirty in a society that believes promiscuity is healthy. For 

this reason, while she is attracted to Henry Foster, she chooses to date Bernard Marx too. 

Bernard is a little unusual because he is discontented, and she finds him attractive in spite of 

the warnings from her friend Fanny to stay away from him. Henry Foster tells Assistant 

Predestinator about Lenina: <Oh, she9s a splendid girl. Wonderfully pneumatic. I9m surprised 

you haven9t had her= (37). When she meets John the savage, she is attracted to him, but she 

has been taught to look down upon love, passion, and commitment. Unable to escape her 

conditioning, she fears his attraction to her. 

 Helmholtz Watson is an Alpha-Plus, a highly intellectual writer and lecturer. He is a 

powerfully built, broad shouldered man with dark curly hair. Although he is a typical 

handsome Alpha male, he is, like his friend Bernard Marx, a little different from his peers. 

Watson is just a bit smarter than he is supposed to be, a fact he has only recently discovered. 

Watson has a distinguished career as an emotional engineer and writer, penning snappy 

slogans and simplistic rhymes designed to promote the values of society and pacify people. 

Huxley comments on the appearance of Helmholtz: 

He was a powerfully built man, deep-chested, broad shouldered, massive, and 

yet quick in his movements, springy and agile. The round strong pillars of his 

neck supported a beautifully shaped head. His hair was dark and curly. By 
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profession he was a lecturer at the College of Emotional Engineering and in 

the intervals of his educational activities, a working Emotional Engineer. (57) 

Helmholtz is frustrated by the limitations of his writing and believes that something 

more meaningful to write must exist. Because of this unconventional desire, he feels like an 

outsider. He befriends Bernard Marx because he sees in him a similar sense of not belonging, 

of dissatisfaction, but he is disturbed by Bernard9s self – pitying and boastful behaviour.  

Watson is brilliant, but when the Savage introduces him to Shakespeare9s works, he can9t 

completely understand the plays because he is so limited by his conditioning. He accepts his 

exile to the isolated Falkland Island, hoping that being around other outsiders and living in 

uncomfortable conditions will inspire his writing. 

 Both Lenina and Helmholtz provide support to the main characters, but they are not 

as clearly drawn, and their motivations are relatively unclear. They are important enough, 

however, to mention due to their relation to the main characters of the novel. Lenina, a 

vaccinator in the central Hatchery, is a rebel and an object of sexual desire and frustration for 

both Bernard and John. Although he defies World State culture by 8exclusively9 dating Henry 

Foster, she is intrigued by Bernard, then she becomes obsessed with John, whose 8wildness9 

reflects the way she would like to be. She serves the story by illustrating the World State9s 

emphasis on sexual promiscuity and by being constantly bewildered by both Bernard and 

John9s ideas.  

Helmholtz functions similarly as a symbol of male attitudes in the World State. He is 

strong, powerful and attractive, yet he secretly loves poetry. He criticizes the World State for 

being unable to hold his interest, essentially, the exact opposite of Bernard9s experience. 

Helmholtz also relates to John, but not in a positive way. While Helmholtz sees the genius in 

Shakespeare9s poetry, he laughs at the mention of mothers, fathers, and marriage-outdated, 
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silly concepts in the World State. Like Lenina, Helmholtz is defined by the society that 

created him, and although they struggle against it, both are destined to remain where they are, 

unsatisfied. 

Like her coworker, Lenina Crowne, Fanny is nineteen – year –old Beta. Fanny is a 

sensible girl. Though she shares Lenina9s last name and is genetically related to her, she is 

just a friend. Family connections have no meaning in civilization. She is the one who 

continuously nags Lenina for having a single man almost for four months which is against the 

norm of the society.  

The next chapter deals with the dehumanized society in Brave New World which is 

the central theme of the novel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                                                        Chapter Four 

                                                   Dehumanized Society  

 Dehumanization stands for the loss of one9s basic humanity: individuality, emotion 

and free will that are an outcome of harsh social control and over indulgence in high 

technology. Dehumanization of society is the central theme in Aldous Huxley9s Brave New 

World. The novel depicts a future world united under a single government known as the 

World State. Huxley creates an anti-utopian world where everybody is happy and citizens 

never experience pain and never get old. Controllers of the world provide them with super 

comfort and luxury. However, as one of the controllers of the World State Mustapha Mond 

declares, there is not something for nothing. The cost for extreme entertainment and leisure 

for the Brave New Worlders is the loss of humanity – individuality, human relationship, 

emotions, deep feelings and artistic creativity. 

The title of the novel Brave New World connotes the society whose motto – 

<Community, Identity, Stability= – means in fact a state where everybody is identical and 

individualism is abolished for the sake of stability. Citizens are conditioned from birth and 

indoctrinated in their sleep to conform to the norms of the society. One of the worst horrors 

of Brave New World is that science gives controllers the means to reach into people9s 

personalities and adjust them to conform to the categories assigned to them. All the remnants 

of human relationships are destroyed. Instead of families, children are born in labs and love is 

replaced by sex. Beautiful has become pneumatic. God has been replaced by Ford; 

Christianity has been substituted by Fordism, the surrogate religion of World State.
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Huxley9s protagonist, John the savage, who can be regarded as the last human being 

in the Brave New World, attempts to find a way out from this dilemma. However all these 

endeavours are vain and he commits suicide. The directionless swinging of the feet of John9s 

corpse, compared to a compass needle, symbolizes the dehumanized society, which by 

abandoning of God, no longer has any outside reference by which to judge its actions. 

 The twentieth century has seen the appearance of distinctive literary subgenre, the 

dystopian or anti-utopian novel with dehumanization as a dominant theme. It has a kind of 

response to utopias which idealized civilization fuelled by technological and scientific 

progress and regarded it as a way to the better society for the future. Aldous Huxley9s Brave 

New World is one of the best dystopias which challenged the concept of utopian society 

reordered into more harmonious whole. He felt that unreasonable use of technological and 

economic progress threatened man9s innate freedom and independence by fostering a false 

concept of the common good. 

The novel9s title Brave New World originating from Miranda9s speech in 

Shakespeare9s The Tempest takes bitter ironic connotation as instead of referring to an idyllic 

island paradise. It now describes a terrible place of degrading uniformity and oppressive 

control. In The Tempest, Miranda says: <O, wonder! How many goodly creatures are there 

here! How beauteous mankind is! O brave new world, that has such people in9t!= (97). 

Paradox and irony are the major tools used in the novel to highlight the negative impact of 

growing scientific and technological progress on man and his relationship with the natural 

world. However, Aldous Huxley was not against the technological development as such. In 

the foreword which he wrote for the novel in 1946, the author stated that his theme in Brave 

New World was the advancement of science as it affects human individual. 



33 

 

The novel Brave New World demonstrates how the progress in manufacturing 

technology makes the man subordinate and dehumanized. Huxley warns that one day it will 

be impossible for men <to redomesticate the monster they have created=. Man has been 

reduced to a commercial commodity in consuming society where his main purpose is being 

able to produce and consume manufactured goods. Many of the predictions in the novel are 

becoming scientific reality. Some of the critics named Huxley as 8literary prophet9. However 

one should regard Brave New World as the description of contemporary trends of 

technocratic dehumanization rather than prophecy. 

In the novel, the opening description of a huge building as 8squat9 and 8only9 thirty-

four storeys in height at once pushes us into the world which is startlingly different from 

ours. In the World State motto – <Community, Identity, Stability=, the first and last words 

seem appealing but it is just the middle term which indicates the truth: this future society has 

achieved unity and stability by minimizing the individuality of its citizen. 8Identity9 here 

refers not to the development of individual self, but to the state9s effort to make everyone 

identical. Accordingly, the society has turned into the unity of humans with blurred faces.The 

impression becomes stronger with the next description of Fertilizing Room. Huxley first 

gives the negative description of the room and after that he indicates its name and purpose. 

The room faces towards the north. The workers are wearing the gloves of 8pale corpse 

coloured rubber9. The thin light glaring from the window is sought for warm bodies to make 

them feel cold but it can find only the glass and nickel of a laboratory which are cold even 

without that. Cold is the symbol for the lack of love in the new mechanized world where 

people have become the ghosts. 

The Director proudly explains the principle of working to the students. The tour 

around the building evidences that human mind has weakened and the man has become 
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inactive due to technological progress. The phrases like 8he desperately scribbled9, 8the boys 

scribbled like mad9, 8Furiously the students scribbled9 recur throughout the book. It makes 

clear that the students cannot remember or analyse anything. They put down everything the 

Director says and they do it furiously, without thinking. The author describes the Director 

briefly but points out that it is a real challenge to guess his age: <old, young? Thirty? Fifty? 

Fifty five?. It was hard to say. And anyhow the question didn9t arise in this year of stability, 

A.F.632=(2). It is the very first message that a man can have eternal youth in the new world 

which is the world without old age or illness. Striving to eternal youth and beauty is one of 

the dominant themes in Aldous Huxley9s novels. Later he emphasised on it in the novel After 

Many a Summer Dies the Swan and the essays in which he criticizes the American cult of 

eternal youth and beauty industry. Huxley believed that too much money was spent on 

fighting against the wrinkles and soon there would be no lady with grey hair. 

The Director9s lecture to the students and a tour around the building provide 

explanation as to of how the Brave New World works. It turns out that humans are now 

created in test tubes rather than born naturally. They are mass produced like goods through 

<Bokanovsky process=. Nearly eleven thousand brothers and sisters can be produced from the 

same egg. Individuals are predestined for a particular role in society and their appearance is 

predetermined. So they are deprived of free choice and personality even as the embryos. 

Diversity has been abandoned in favour of imposed and strictly monitored conformity. 

Standardization has become the goal and the 8norm9 of the society. A new caste system and 

form of servitude has been developed and individuals are decanted and brainwashed as 

Alphas, Betas, Gammas, Deltas and Epsilons according to the need of the society. Social 

conditioning reinforces the concept of consumerism and ensures total docility and uniformity. 

New Worlders live in a factory like society whose workers are mass produced like cars in 
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19209s. Huxley in his essay <Obstacle Race= states that economic necessities rapidly become 

moral virtues and <the first duty of the modern consumers is not to consume little, as in the 

preindustrial epoch, but to consume much, to go consuming more and more= (76). 

 Life in Brave New World is emotionally easy. Mustapha Mond explains, the interval 

between desire and its fulfilment has been eliminated: <Feeling lurks in that interval of time 

between desire and its consummation. Shorten the interval, break down all the old 

unnecessary barriers= (37). Huxley believed that mass production and mass consumption, 

rationalism and mechanization were prerequisites of dehumanization. In his essay, <The 

Puritan= he states that natural instincts and reason must be equally developed in man, but the 

mass production and rationalization suppressed all the natural instincts. Formation of 

consuming society has reduced man to only a consumer: <Fordism demands that we should 

sacrifice the animal man, not indeed to God, but to the machine= (83).Fordism, the 

philosophy of science and industrialism is a religion in Brave New World. By means of 

genetic manipulation and conditioning, the world controllers managed to produce the human 

species that loves servitude, thinks automatically according to the standards and has no claim 

against the controllers. Huxley presents his view on Fordism, the surrogate religion of the 

Brave New World: 

Off all the aesthetic religions, Fordism is that which demands the cruellest 

mutilations of the human psyche-demands the cruellest mutilations and offer 

the smallest spiritual returns. Rigorously practiced for a few generations, this 

dreadful religion of the machine will end by destroying the human race. (83) 

Parodying of Fordism as a surrogate religion is one of the dominant themes in Brave 

New World. Fordism is naturally characterized with a historical attitude. The people of 

World State with clones without identity do not need any personal or common past.  History 
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is abolished as it is associated with individuality. Mustapha Mond makes students believe that 

the past was terrible and that is why they are not taught anything about it. He describes how 

the family and monogamy, along with Christianity, poverty and aging were the features of the 

past which led to strong personal feelings. <Try to realize what it was like to have a 

viviparous mother= (30).The students cannot imagine what the family or home was like. 

The old values have been eradicated by developing a society based on compulsory 

consumption and the universal availability of sex and drugs. The world controllers have 

several tools for making their citizens feel happy. They are taught to feel like this in their 

infancy through hypnopaedia. The Director explains to his students how hypnopaedia or 

sleep teaching works. He shows them the room where children are conditioned in their sleep. 

From the earliest infancy, recordings which indoctrinate children in the values and beliefs of 

their society and castes are played while they sleep. There is a voice whispering to them from 

under the pillows. Hypnopaedia proves to be effective throughout the novel. Grow-ups speak 

with the phrases taught in the sleep. <Everybody is happy now=, <Ending is better than 

mending=, <Everybody belongs to everyone else=, <Civilization is sterilization=, but they 

cannot understand that these are not their own ideas. The individual9s perceived reality is 

manipulated so that it coincides with the world controller9s ideology. This lack of objective 

reality and creation of subjective truth by the World Controllers can be regarded as post 

modernist view in the novel. The world controllers seek to manipulate each individual9s 

subjective reality in order to achieve the State9s main goal of social stability. The results of 

hypnopaedia are that at last the child9s mind is fully filled with the world controller9s ideas 

instead of its own ideas. It is the mind of World Controllers rather than the child. 

Infantilism is demonstrated in solidarity service with Bernard. One of the main 

reasons for strong infantilism is deterioration of language and literature, eradication of art in 
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general. Even centuries later, the English Language still exists in a new world but it is the 

almost same as modern language. David Sisk observes that history has stopped in Huxley9s 

dystopia. Development is prohibited in the World9s State where the society is stable because 

people9s development has been stopped at childlike age of unquestioning wonder and 

carefree happiness. Citizens speak with slogans learned through children saying nursery 

rhymes. Respectively, the language does not develop. It is debased and divorced from 

traditional meaning. Individual words are distorted in their meaning. Love is now equated 

with sexual activity, pneumatic is a compliment, milk has become pasteurized external 

secretion and so on. Language cannot be regarded as one more post modernist element in 

Brave New World. In the novel, he highlights that language debased from traditional 

meaning can be used as a tool for supporting the dominant power group within a society. 

In Brave New World, not only the language is abused, but arts have also been 

eradicated to deprive the man of love for romanticism, beauty and nature. They are taught not 

to strive for the beauty but for the books and nature. Consequently they cannot perceive these 

values. So it is not surprising that <pneumatic= is the only word the men use as an epithet for 

female beauty. It is important to notice that the same word is used to describe the chairs. 

Using this epithet for describing both, the woman and the furniture, Huxley focuses that sense 

of beauty has been eliminated in the new world. There is only sexuality reduced to 

commercial commodity. Both Mustapha Mond and the Director regard elimination of strong 

feelings and romance as the most beneficial achievements of the new world. Everyone is free 

of emotional stress now and if they still feel any sadness, there is soma – a kind of anti-

depressant for encouraging them. Drug consumption is also taught through hypnopaedia. 

Together with ectogenesis and conditioning, soma is the most powerful instrument for the 

manipulation of humans. 
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As Peter Browning explains, the original soma from which Huxley took the name of 

this hypothetical drug was an unknown plant used by the ancient Aryan invaders of India 

which was one of their solemn religious rites. In Huxley9s letter to George Orwell, Huxley 

writes that within the next generation the world rules will discover that infant conditioning 

and narco-hypnosis are enough to forcing the people into obedience. 

In Brave New World, where <Everybody belongs to everyone else=, monogamy or 

restrain from sex is regarded as anomaly. In the preface to the novel, Huxley predicts that 

8one day marriage licences will be sold like dog licences9 and will have validity period. 

Having several partners at a time will be as lawful as it is to have more than one animal now. 

Fanny advises Lenina to change her partner as soon as possible because it is horribly bad 

form to have only one for a long time. The Director objects to any long-drawn and intensive 

relationship. Love is forbidden as it will cause strong emotions and will endanger the social 

stability. Promiscuity has been encouraged by eliminating such phenomena as family. 

Parenthood has become evil. Children are deprived of parental love as they are not born in 

labour any more. And there is no love of wife or husband as monogamy is prohibited. Love is 

completely eradicated. The term 8mother9 is now shameful. Lenina regards it as an obstacle 

<The spectacle of two young women giving breast to their babies made her blush and turn 

away her face. She had never seen anything so indecent in her life=. The image of 8father9 has 

become a 8comically smutty9 joke and kind of discrediting evidence <My father! Pale, wild-

eyed, the Director glared about him in an agony of bewildered humiliation. He puts his hand 

over his ears and rushed out of the room= (132). 

Huxley believed that to be a first-rate human being, a man must be both, an animal 

and a thinker. In modern civilized world, there are strong barriers between these two sides of 

man, <for the conscious mind has taken extraordinary precautions to keep itself out of contact 
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with the body and its instincts= (83). In Brave New World, invasion of human spirit by 

science has almost finished. Human values are eliminated and humans with atrophied natural 

impulses act automatically. It becomes more vivid by the contrast between the civilized 

mechanical world and natural primitive world. These two worlds are polarised: one sanitized 

and emotionally anesthetized while the other is dirty, raw and harsh. In Brave New World, 

the price for super comfort and happiness is the lack of truth and beauty. Mass production 

demanded the shift of emphasis from truth and beauty to comfort and happiness. In Brave 

New World depersonalization has increased and people of the World State are confronted 

with dehumanization. Mustapha Mond9s arguments make it clear that happiness equals 

satisfaction as all the desires are fulfilled. Consuming society aims to produce a great amount 

of good for the greatest number of people that is utilitarian happiness. He argues that 

humanity must know how to be unhappy in order to create and appreciate beauty. The use of 

soma enables people to avoid any kind of unhappiness. Because they refuse to experience 

unhappiness, the drug keeps them from appreciation of beauty. 

John, the savage is surprised when he finds out that the World Controller has read 

Shakespeare. He thought people were just ignorant of this book in civilized world. Brave 

New World becomes much more terrible for him because of intentional negation of high art. 

Mustapha Mond says that Shakespeare is old and modern man does not understand old 

things, particularly when they are beautiful and attractive. Shakespeare9s tragedy would lead 

to social instability in society ignorant of passion. The civilized man would never be able to 

understand Shakespeare9s plays as he is so conditioned that has no idea about parent, child 

and love.  John faces many difficulties to survive in the Brave New World. At last he comes 

to know that it is really difficult for him to survive in both the worlds. So at the end of the 

novel, John commits suicide. John9s suicide a is logical end of the anti-utopian tragedy 
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deprived of humans; and the character striving to find the human and spiritual values in the 

world like this is doomed to failure forever. 

The last chapter summarizes the ideas of the previous chapters and the researcher9s 

findings.



 

                                                        Chapter 5 

                                                        Summation 

British English is a broad term used to distinguish the form of English language used 

in the United Kingdom from forms used elsewhere in the Anglophone World. Aldous Huxley 

was one of the major English novelists of his time. He was a humanist and pacifist. He had 

keen interest in philosophical mysticism and universalism. At the age of twenty, Huxley 

established himself as a successful writer and social satirist. In many of novels, he satirizes 

the contemporary society including in Brave New World. William Henry Hudson in his 

History of English Literature gives his view on Huxley, <In the nineteen-twenties Aldous 

Huxley appeared like a modern Jonathan swift, savagely satirizing his contemporaries in 

energetic prose= (299). Among all Huxley9s novels, Brave New World has become one of the 

most famous pieces of science fiction literature. 

Huxley has concentrated on the development of mankind in a future society in Brave 

New World. He has depicted a society which is supposed to be a perfect one. Moreover, he 

has shown his ideas in a very obscure manner and a satirical fashion. In Brave New World, 

World State has been obsessed with happiness and will stop at nothing to get it. Modern 

society is also driven by happiness but sets limits. The wonder drug soma is freely distributed 

and its use is readily encouraged. The drug soma is a symbol of the use of instant gratification 

to control the World State9s populace. It is also a symbol of the powerful influence of science 

and technology on society. As a kind of 8sacrament9, it also represents the use of religion to 

control the society. For all this happenings, he has chosen London as his main setting. Huxley 

has presented realistically how the Brave New World created in the beginning through the 

8Nine years war9. After the war, the reformers abolished religion, monogamy and other 
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individual traits and introduced caste system to maintain the stability of the society. Long 

term relationships have been discouraged. 

 Bernard Marx, the protagonist of the novel and his friend Helmholtz have deep 

suspicion of the society which they live in. The World Controllers have obliterated individual 

creativity, because creativity directs to reform the society. In Brave New World, there is no 

term called 8parents9. Bernard Marx wanted to go the Savage Reservation with Lenina, a 

beta. There they met John, the savage who turned out to be the son of the Director of the 

London Hatchery and Conditioning centre. Meanwhile, the director has planned to transfer 

Bernard to Iceland for his anti-social behaviour. So, Bernard has used his chance to humiliate 

the Director by introducing John to the World State. The Director has resigned his post 

because of his unbearable humiliation. In the life of John, the plays of Shakespeare have 

played a prominent role. John has developed feelings towards Lenina.  

His struggle to control his feeling to Lenina indicates the moral code that he has got 

from Shakespeare9s plays. His idea on sex is very much different from the ideas of the Brave 

New Worlders. John9s mother, Linda had passed away by consuming so much of soma. 

Huxley projects the life in Brave New World as pain free but meaningless. The people in 

Brave New World are emotionless. In order to portray the absurdities of the values of the 

future and contemporary society, Huxley has used satire, parody and irony. At the end of the 

novel, John has committed suicide from his dilemma by both the worlds. Huxley has used 

humour and satire to point out the excess and shallowness of contemporary culture.  

Aldous Huxley has drawn a series of sketches of how life in Brave New World 

influences his nicely crafted characters. The strong idea about the Brave New World, its 

norms, the sufferings and suspicions of the World State have been brought out well in this 

novel through the powerful characters who have played a major role. Through the characters 
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in the novel, Huxley enlivens the futuristic society. Aldous Huxley has juxtaposed the 

characters, events and situation carefully. Through the characterization of Bernard Marx, an 

alpha plus, Huxley has presented the demerits of the society. From the characterization of 

John the savage, the readers get to know the difference between the life in the Savage 

Reservation and the life in the Brave New World. John has been presented as a character who 

opposes the norms of the Brave New World. All the characters have been powerfully 

portrayed by Huxley in this novel. 

Brave New world is a dystopian novel which portrays the society that loses its traits of 

humanity, i.e dehumanized society. The World Controllers provide people with luxury and 

comfort, in return they wipe out humanity: individuality, human relationships, emotions, deep 

feelings and artistic creativity. Individuality has been obliterated for the sake of stability. 

Huxley has grieved that the unreasonable use of technologies and economic progress 

threatened the freedom of individuals by providing a false concept of common good. The 

very first message the readers get to know about from the novel is that the Brave New 

Worlders have the eternal beauty and youth without old age or any illness, which is 

completely against nature. Then it has turned out that the humans are produced in test tubes 

rather than born naturally. Before they have been created in the labs, their roles and 

appearances are predetermined by the World State. Standardization has become goal and 

norm of the society. 

 Brave New World has established a new religion called Fordism which is the  

philosophy of science and industrialism. History is completely eradicated as it reminds of the 

past and individuality. Language and arts have been completely abused to prevent man from 

love for romanticism, beauty and nature. Love is forbidden as it will cause strong emotions 

and will endanger the social stability. In Brave New World, the people of World State have 
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become depersonalized and confronted with dehumanization at its deepest level. The gap 

between the desire and its fulfillment has been completely eliminated. So, John, the savage 

has argued that people must know what sufferings are in order to understand and enjoy the 

beauty. 

Aldous Huxley9s purpose for writing the novel Brave New World is to warn the world 

about science and its wrongful uses. He has a humanistic, deep and enlightened view of how 

society should be and what constitutes true happiness. Brave New World warns the dangers of 

giving control over the new and powerful technologies to the World State. The researcher 

finds that, if the life in the Brave New World becomes true, then the world will lose its moral 

order and emotional balance and attain the dehumanized state. Huxley satirizes the 

contemporary society for its values and rapid scientific development whose result is not 

favourable to the mankind.  R.A. Scott James in his Fifty Years of English Literature grieves: 

Brave New World was concerned with a society in which the reproduction of 

the human species is arranged by biochemists in laboratory. The result of 

course is not nice. Mr. Huxley let us know that he prefers a world where love 

is not regarded as a relic of savagery. (173) 

 The first chapter has dealt with the introduction of the author and the novel. The 

second chapter has depicted the dystopian society and how the society has functioned. The 

third chapter has thrown light on different kinds of characters who have helped for execution 

of the plot. The fourth chapter has brought to limelight the dehumanized society with its lack 

of human traits and values. The last chapter has summarized all the important ideas and 

brought out the findings of the researcher.    
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Further research on the novel Brave new World can be made on science fiction. In this 

novel babies are produced in a bottle instead of natural birth. Through many process like 

hypnopaedia the World State conditions the children. Other than science fiction the novel can 

be researched on the topic individual freedom, as individual freedom is completely eradicated 

in Brave New World. The mind of World State people are entirely filled with the ideas of the 

World Controllers instead of their own ideas. They do not even have freedom to think on 

their own. Also research can be made on the transformation of human relationships, as in the 

World State, there is no meaning for the word called parents. Relationships are only meant to 

be sexual in the Brave New World. Human relationships are totally transformed in the Brave 

New World. 
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PREFACE 

 

 This project entitled <Thematic Analysis of Kazuo Ishiguro9s Never Let Me 

Go= deals with the Clone life of the narrator-protagonist Kathy. The protagonist 

passes through various ordeals in order to survive.  

 The first chapter, 8Introduction9, deals with the backdrop of Dystopian  

literature, Kazuo Ishiguro9s life, works, achievement and her contemporaries. 

 The second chapter entitled 8Bird9s Eye View9 sheds light on the Fate of 

clone. Kathy tells the story from her biased point of view. 

 The third chapter entitled 8Thematic Analysis9 covers the perceptive character 

sketches of major and minor characters who are the sample pieces of Clones. 

 The fourth chapter entitled 8Characterization9 aims at the exploration of 

multiple thematic concepts and thematic statements which are instrumental in 

bringing about a wide readership. 

The fifth chapter, 8Summation9 double nature for it both attracts and 

annihilates clones submit to their depressing fate donating organ and completing 

The researcher has followed the guidelines prescribed by MLA Handbook 

Seventh Edition for the preparation of the project.  
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CHAPTER-1 

INTRODUCTION 

English literature means different things in different contexts. Literature comes from the 

Latin word 8litera9 which means 8acquainted with letters9. Geoffrey Chaucer is the father of 

English literature. The history of the English language really started with the arrival of three 

Germanic tribes who invaded Britain during the 5
th

 century AD. Literature represents the culture 

and tradition of a language or people. The concept is difficult to precisely define, though many 

have tried; it9s clear that the accepted definition of literature is constantly changing and evolving. 

The five main literary genres are poetry, fiction, non-fiction, prose and media. Literature means 

reflection of life; teaches us how to live, feel their joy and sorrows. 

The history of dystopian literature can be traced back to reaction to the French 

Revolution of 1789, and the prospect that mob rule would produce dictatorship. Until the late 

20
th

 century it was usually anti-collectivist. Most experts in literature agree that the origin of 

dystopian fiction is rooted strongly in utopian fiction (Thomas More, Utopia, 1516). Dystopian 

fiction emerged as a response to utopian fiction, usually has satirical elements interwoven in it. It 

is based on imagined scenarios rather than real ones, but they are incorporated into storylines that 

readers can relate to the present. Historical background of dystopian fiction, it is almost 

impossible to talk about it without referring to the historical background of utopian fiction. 

Utopian text often made promises, while dystopian text issued warning.  

The word dystopia was used for the first time by J. S. Mills in 1868 in his political speech 

on the state of Ireland, where he used the word in contrast with the term utopia. As dystopia is 

defined as being the reverse of utopia, the latter term must be elaborated on prior to attempting to 
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define the former. <Utopia= is a fictional village created by Thomas More in his eponymous 

book. It represents his concept of an ideal society. Literary dystopia has been perceived in many 

different ways throughout the 20
th

 century. The changing political situation in the world 

propelled famous writers in different periods to create this heterogeneous detailed work of 

fiction. The product of fiction such as exploitation, war, etc. have expanded the scope of 

sophistication in which dystopia can be perceived. 

Dystopian literature is a genre of fictional writing used to explore social and political 

structures in a dark, nightmare world. The term <dystopia= is defined as a society characterized 

by poverty, squalor or oppression and the theme is most commonly used in science fiction and 

speculative genre. The term is rooted with Sir Thomas More9s Book Utopia, which helped to 

push both the development of dystopian fiction and that of communism. Dystopia tends to be a 

subjective variation on that with one person9s dystopia being another9s Utopia. Dystopian 

literature is a form of speculative fiction that began as a response to Utopian literature. Dystopia 

is an imagined community or society that is dehumanizing and frightening. A dystopia is an 

antonym of a utopia, which is a perfect society. 

Dystopian fiction draws not only on several topics that older dystopian works talked 

about such as totalitarian governments and anarchism, but also on topics that are widely talked 

about in today9s  society such as pollution, global warming, climate change, health, economy and 

technology. Dystopian fiction has also found its way to the young adult genre of literature, as 

opposed to the more adult audience that it was originally meant for. The most striking feature of 

dystopian fiction is its dynamic and ever- changing character. This is primarily because different 

social and political situation around the world influenced dystopian writers. Works on this genre 

was carefully observed by the authors about the issues that concerned them deeply. 
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Kazuo Ishiguro belongs to both 20
th

 and 21th century. The 21th century is the current 

century of the Common Era in accordance with the Gregorian calendar. The 21th century in 

literature refers to world literature produced during the 21th century. The period has often been 

divided into 8Early9 (1832-1848), 8Mid9 (1848-1870), 8Late9(1870-1901). According to 

literature, from 1945 to the present is named as The Post Modern Period or The Contemporary 

Period. Kazuo Ishiguro was born on 8 November 1954 and so he belongs to 20
th

 century. He is a 

living writer and his age is 65. His recent work is The Buried Giant (2015). Since he is alive and 

has written works in 2000 he is also considered as the 21st century writer. 

Kazuo Ishiguro is a Japanese born British novelist who won the Nobel Prize in Literature 

in 2017. He is the most celebrated contemporary fiction authors in English speaking world. He 

was born on November 8, 1954 in Nagasaki, Japan. He is a British author. He was born in Japan 

but immigrated with his parents to England in 1960. His nationality is British. He has citizenship 

in Japan until 1983, and obtained in United Kingdom since 1983. He has received the primary 

education from Stoughton Primary School and secondary education from Working County 

Grammar School. He obtained B.A degree at University of Kent at Canterbury and M.A degree 

at University of East Anglia. 

His parents moved to England, when he was five, but had vivid images of an imaginary 

Japan around which he often builds his stories. His parents took the responsibility of making 

young Kazuo aware of his Japanese roots. He has little familiarity with Japanese fiction. He was 

slightly influenced by the writings of Junichiro Tanizaki, and to the greater extends by the films 

of Yasujiro Ozu and Mikio Naruse. Ishiguro set his first two novels in Japan; however, in several 

interviews, he said that he has little familiarity with Japanese writing and that his works bear 



4 

 

little resemblance to Japanese fiction. He also stated that he is not entirely like English people 

because he had been brought up in Japanese values. 

Kazuo grew up in an English town, attending English schools and singing in the choir. 

When he was 15, his family decided to remain in Britain permanently. He did not see the country 

of his birth again until his mid- 30s. As a boy, Ishiguro enjoyed television Western and spy 

stories and wrote easily without entertaining any serious ambition of becoming a writer. The 

great creative awakening of his adolescence came at age 13 when he discovered the songs of Bob 

Dylan. He spent the next years learning to play guitar, writing songs and studying the work of 

Dylan, Leonard Cohen, Joni Mitchell and other singer-song writers of the era. 

On graduating, he moved to London, still hoping to pursue his songwriting career. He 

supported himself by working at a homeless shelter in Notting Hill, operated by the Cyrenians 

charitable organization. He played his music in bars and coffee houses and made the rounds of 

agents and record labels with demo tapes, but a recording contract eluded him. Meanwhile, at the 

homeless shelter, he was getting a second education- in the hardships of life and the mysteries of 

human character. While working, he fell in love with Lorna McDougall. He wrote a short radio 

play called <Potatoes and Lovers= and submitted it to the BBC. The script was not accepted, but 

the readers at the BBC saw potential in his work and encouraged him to pursue writing further. 

An advertisement drew his attention to the master9s program in creative writing at the 

University of East Anglia. Graduate writing programs were a novelty in Britain at the time- a 

previous year9s course had been cancelled for lack of applicants but Ishiguro was intrigued that 

one of his favorite contemporary authors, Ian McEwan, had studied there. Ishiguro submitted his 

radio play as a writing sample, and to his surprise, was accepted into the program. He now 
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became nervous that he was unprepared for the course, so he spent the summer of 1979 in a 

rented cottage in a remote area of Cornwall, reading, writing and studying the short story form. 

With two stories completed, he felt more confident in entering the program. 

Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro is a gripping mystery, a beautiful love story and also 

a scathing critique of human arrogance and a moral examination of how we treat the vulnerable 

and different in our society. In 2010, the film adaptation of the novel was released, co-starring 

actors Carey Mulligan, Keira Knightley and Andrew Garfield. Ishiguro9s crash program of 

writing accomplished its purpose. He had completed the essential elements of his book in four 

weeks and spent the next month9s revising and refining it. Shortly before publication, he made 

one last addition. The film was released on September 13, 2010 during the Toronto International 

Film Festival in Guess Portrait Studio at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Tornoto, Canada. 

He has received four Man Booker Prizes and has been nominated for multiple times. His 

occupation is a novelist, short story writer, screen writer, columnist, and song writer. His first 

thesis became his first novel, A Pale View of Hills. His notable works are An Artist of the 

Floating World (1986), The Remains of the Day (1989), When We Were Orphans (2000) and 

Never Let Me Go (2005). The novel Never Let Me Go was named by TIME as the best novel of 

the year. This novel was included in the magazine9s list of the 100 best English language novels, 

which was published between 1923 and 2005. Ishiguro is a slow writer and books do not come 

easily from him. 

He has received many awards. The notable awards are Winifred Holtby Memorial Prize 

for the novel A Pale View of Hills (1982); Whitbread Price for the novel The Remains of the Day 

(1989); Order of the British Empire (1995); Chevalierde I’Ordredes Artsetdes Lettres (1998); 
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Nobel Prize in Literature (2017); Order of the Rising Sun (2018); Knight Bachelor (2018). He 

received the Nobel Prize for literature because of his great emotional force, has uncovered the 

abyss beneath our illusory sense of connection with the world. When he was honored, he was 

completely taken by surprise even initially wondering if the announcement was a case of fake 

news. He had been completely unprepared. 

Ishiguro9s novels are preoccupied by memories, their potential to digress and distort, to 

forget and to silence, and above all to haunt. His protagonists seek to overcome the chasms and 

absences left by loved ones and lost family members by making sense of the past through act of 

remembrance. His private recollections share complex relationships with wider historical events 

shaking the world. Ishiguro9s characters are pathologically unreliable. They tend to deceive, 

rather than reveal themselves, through storytelling. His novels are not attempts to render the past 

convincingly, but rather to pursue how individuals interpret and reconstruct their lives through 

history. 

He is a writer who wishes to write international novels. He believes it to be one, quite 

simply, that contains a vision of life that is of importance to people of varied backgrounds 

around the world. It may concern characters who set across continent, but may just as easily be 

set firmly in one small locality. Most of his novels are set in the backdrop of World War II, and 

are marked by his almost lyrical description of regret fused with optimism. All his novels, except 

The Buried Giant, are narrated in the first person and his protagonists often exhibit human 

failings. He has been very vocal about the political turmoil in the recent times, expressing his 

fears for Britain after Brexit, and he hopes to create a positive atmosphere at a very uncertain 

time  
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 Ishiguro manages a deft creep- slowly, yet precisely and painfully, making our stomach 

turn through a 8mist of forgetfulness9. His fiction gives readers a pervasive sense of something 

felt but not known, or something once known, but lost. His characters are often mystified by 

their own memories. He is someone very interested in understanding the past, but he is not a 

Proustain writer. He is not out to redeem the past; he is exploring what you have to forget in 

order to survive in the first place, as an individual or as a society. His appeal is his reserved style. 

He reveals parts of his plots gradually, so the reader almost feels like detective uncovering clues. 

Another appealing aspect of Ishiguro9s work is his character. They tend to come from 

experiences much different from his. He always found it easier to be intimate and revealing with 

characters that were not like him. He does desperate things. He is not the kind of writers who put 

a sheet of paper into the typewriter and improvise. He knows more or less the whole structure of 

the book beforehand. The language of Kazuo Ishiguro has aim to examine words and phrases, 

thing about the sort of words he chose such as positive, negative, descriptive and accepting; 

explores a layer of meaning, notices literary techniques. 

The literary characteristics of Ishiguro9s work are almost unique in the accepted canon of 

English literature and technique. This is largely due to the mixed chronology of the plot, to the 

extreme subjectivity of the narration, and to the delicate and historically accurate descriptions 

that accompany the narration. These characteristics are radically disconnected from conventional 

literary wisdom, which suggests that brief descriptions, linear chronology and objective narration 

characterizes the most successful English writing. His novels are by definition, historical works 

and are written in first person perspective. His quality of research is superlative. Ishiguro permits 

his choice of narrator to carry all the bias common to human beings. Often his characters refuse 

to face realities to which the reader is made aware by the behavior if not the thoughts of the 
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individual character. For example, The Remains of the Day, Stephens, a butler, struggles to 

reconcile himself between the call of duty, and to the allure of romance. In the process of 

writing, Ishiguro makes full use of real historical people on the stage of his narration. Thus in 

The Remains of the Day, Lord Darlington appears as the hero9s employer, but in historical sense, 

he was an actual figure of prominence in England prior to the war, as were many of the 

dignitaries entertains. 

His novels end with a paradox. He records the dates and events accurately, but the 

psychological atmosphere is represented with skill rarely approached in historical fiction.  The 

issues, his characters confront are buried in the past, and the problems those issues have caused 

cannot be resolved. Thus Ishiguro ends many of his novels with an atmosphere of depressing 

resignation, whereby the characters accept what has happened, and who they have become, and 

find in that realization a relief from mental anguish. His latest novel, The Buried Giant, released 

in 2015, is an existential fantasy tale set immediately after Arthurian Britain.  

In 2005, he released his sixth novel, a dystopian science fiction which was adapted into a 

film in 2010 and a Japanese television drama in 2016. Time magazine named it as the best novel 

of the year and included it in TIME 100 Best English- language Novels from 1923 to 2005. The 

book was also shortlisted for the 2005 8Booker Prize9, the 2006 8Arthur C. Clarke Award9 and 

the 2005 8National Book Critics Circle Award9. In the following years, he wrote short stories 

<Crooner=, <Come Rain or Come Shine=, <Malvern Hills=, <Nocturne= and <Cellists=, which 

were published in 8Nocturnes9: Five Stories of Music and Nightfall. 

 like the clones it portrays, has in the end something of a double nature, for it both attracts 

and annihilates, or perhaps it is a book that requires two readers, the reader who can be blind to 
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its ugly visage, and the reader who can see into its delicately conflicted soul. For those who 

perceive the latter, the novel9s bleak horror will leave a bruise on the mind, a fetter on the heart=, 

says Rachel Cusk (The Guardian, 2011). Margaret Atwood lauds Never Let Me Go as <A 

brilliantly executed book by a master craftsman who has chosen a difficult subject: ourselves, 

seen through a glass, darkly= (Slate.com). 
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CHAPTER 2 

BIRD’S EYE VIEW 

The science of human cloning is not the primary concern of Never Let Me Go and 

Ishiguro takes artistic license with some of the details of how humans are cloned in his novel. In 

1960s and 1970s the stem-cell research was first beginning to be conceived and human cloning 

began to look like a real possibility. The scientists Joshua Lederberg and James D. Watson wrote 

articles arguing that cloning was dehumanizing and could result in unforeseen ethical problems. 

Ishiguro9s novel could arguably read as a rejection of the notion that cloning is dehumanizing 

indeed, the purpose of Hailsham is to convince the public that the clones are human. 

In bioethics, the ethics of cloning refers to a variety of ethical positions regarding the 

practice and possibilities of cloning, especially human cloning. Perspectives on human cloning 

are theoretical, as human therapeutic and reproductive cloning are not commercially used. 

Scientists and the public have made efforts to distinguish between <therapeutic cloning= – that is, 

the cloning of cells and tissues to help cure diseases and <reproductive cloning=, which would 

involve creating <whole= individuals. Many countries, including the United Kingdom and the 

United States, allow therapeutic cloning. Ishiguro novel merges the two; reproductive cloning is 

pursued for therapeutic cloning purpose. 

Never Let Me Go is famous not only for its provocative plot, but also for its unusual 

mode of narration. Narrated in the first person, the novel uses the rhetoric of speech, as opposed 

to the literary register more common in fiction. Ishiguro takes pain to make Kathy9s voice seem 

spoken, as opposed to written. He accomplishes this primarily through a series of qualifications 

and modifications. Kathy says, 
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Then it all stopped, not overnight, but rapidly enough. I was, as I say,   watching 

the situation closely around then, so I saw the signs before most of the others. It 

started with a period-it might have been a month, maybe longer, when the pranks 

went on pretty steadily…. (21) 

Ishiguro9s main point is that in his universe, forced organ donations are quotidian and 

even banal. The theme of willful ignorance begins to take center in this novel. The readers often 

choose not to press Miss Lucy for more information about donations. It demonstrates that the 

impulse to willful ignorance is inherent to human nature- it9s not just something that crops up in 

life- or- death matters like the organ donation. In this novel, more information is gradually 

revealed about the donation process and the political realities that underlie it. Ishiguro suggests 

that there is another secret beyond the donations system. 

 Small hints in the novel reveal that the novel is addressed to an audience of other clones. 

At one point Kathy modestly acknowledges, <I don9t know how it was where you were= (13). 

Her descriptions frequently refer to the second person; for example, she says, <The first time you 

glimpse yourself through the eyes of a person like that, it9s a cold moment= (36). Through this 

stylistic technique, Ishiguro suggests that only someone with similar experiences can truly 

understand Kathy9s story, and that readers must make an effort to relate to her since her account 

is subjective, presenting events from only her point of view. 

Ishiguro hones his focus on the clones9 origins, using Ruth9s quest to find her 8possible9 

as an opportunity to explain how the clones came to be, and how the shroud of mystery around 

their origins affects their psyches. In Ishiguro9s world, the longing for a parent is a crucial 

component of human nature – even for those who have no parents. As Kathy tries to explain, 
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finding a 8possible9 might lend some insight on a clone9s present and future. The clones9 

obsession with  finding their originals reveal a deep – seated belief in fate and predestination – 

after all, finding one9s original is only meaningful if the clones are in some way bound to be fate. 

Their mentality on issues of free will is consistent with their lives: they are bred solely for the 

purpose of organ donation, and it makes sense that they might feel that other parts of life – their 

personalities, their futures – are similarly out of their control.  

 Never Let Me Go takes place in a dystopian United Kingdom, where disease has been 

eradicated. This apparent blessing has been accomplished by breeding human clones, who are 

forced to donate their vital organs when they reach early adulthood. Kathy. H, a thirty-one year 

old clone who will soon make her first donation, narrates the novel. Kathy is a 8carer’, she acts 

as a nurse and a companion to clones that have started the donation process. She is proud of her 

skill as a carer. She is allowed to choose the donors she cares for, a special privilege. She often 

chooses to work with students from Hailsham, the boarding school she attended in her youth.  

 It is implied that Hailsham was a very special school, and most clones did not have 

happy childhoods, as Kathy did. Kathy often reminisces about her time at Hailsham. As a child, 

she mostly played with other girls, especially Ruth, her best friend and occasional rival. 

Although the two women had a tumultuous relationship in their youth, they enjoyed reminiscing 

about Hailsham together as Ruth recovered from her donations. She recalls watching from the 

sports pavilion as one boy, Tommy, was bullied by his friends. The other girls laughed when 

Tommy threw a tantrum, but young Kathy was concerned. She began to pay more attention to 

him. Because of his awkwardness, his short temper, and his bad work in art class, all of his peers 

reject Tommy. 
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At Hailsham, art was an important part of student culture, and a person9s social status 

was often tied to the quality of their <creations=.  In that place, a mysterious woman known as 

Madame took the students9 best artwork to a place off- campus called the Gallery. The students 

were never allowed off campus. In Junior 4, the students begin to resent Madame for taking their 

best artwork away to the Gallery. They would otherwise be able to trade these pieces for other 

students9 work at Hailsham9s quarterly Exchanges. Eventually, the Guardians agree to reimburse 

the students with tokens for the art is taken away. However, the controversy inspires one girl to 

ask Miss Lucy why the art is taken to the Gallery. 

 Miss Lucy refuses to explain because she believes the students would not understand if 

she told them. There are many confusing moments in Hailsham. Sometimes students misbehave 

at the Sales, and Miss Emily9s lectures after these incidents always bewilder. Kathy becomes 

friends with Ruth. Ruth invites Kathy to join the 8secret guard9, a group of girls who pretend to 

be bodyguards to Miss Geraldine, their favourite guardian. They imagine a plot to kidnap Miss 

Geraldine and take her into the terrifying woods that surround Hailsham. Kathy is disgusted and 

storms away, which leads Ruth to expel her from the secret. 

Things are awkward between Kathy and Ruth for a while after the botched confrontation. 

Eventually a mutual friend asks where the pencil case from; this is uncomfortable for Ruth 

because she must answer the question consistently, but she also doesn9t want to continue with the 

lie now that Kathy knows the truth. Kathy intervenes, explaining, <There are some very good 

reasons why we can9t tell you where it came from= (63). This smooths things over between the 

two girls. Miss Emily characterizes the county of Norfolk as a 8lost corner9 because it is so rural 

and remote. Hailsham also has a 8lost corner9. 
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At sales Kathy buys a cassette tape. Kathy is especially taken by a song called <Never Let 

Me Go=. She interprets the song to be about a woman9s love for her baby. Madame stumbles 

upon Kathy dancing and singing the song to an imaginary baby. Madame becomes very 

emotional and begins to cry. Several months later Kathy loses the cassette and is very upset, but 

tries not to make a fuss about it in front of the other students. Ruth tries to find the tape, and 

when that fails, gives Kathy another one. This scene also highlights some important 

developments in both Kathy and Ruth. Kathy seems to be at a liminal stage in her development; 

her choice to confront Ruth in the first place indicates a degree of immaturity, but she is 

considerate enough to allow her friend to save face. 

Miss Lucy continues to make cryptic comments, including an allusion to 8terrible 

accidents9 that have happened at other schools. Miss Lucy overhears the students talking about 

the careers they want when they grow up, and she becomes very upset. She gives a speech to the 

students around her, explaining to them that they will never grow old or have careers because 

they will be compelled to make organ donations as young adults. The speech fails to make an 

impression on the students. Miss Lucy continues to behave oddly. Meanwhile, Ruth and Tommy 

have become romantic couple. The guardians send very mixed messages about sex. 

The students are given detailed sex education and taught that sex can be fun and beautiful 

when it9s with the right person; on the other, the students are not allowed to be intimate with 

each other on campus. Kathy decides to lose her virginity and begins making overtures to Harry 

C. This plan runs amok when Ruth and Tommy break up. Ruth confides that she wants to get 

back together with Tommy and asks her do so. But Tommy is not interested in talking about the 

relationships. At sixteen, the students are dispersed to living facilities across England for youth 
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adult clones. Kathy and seven others from Hailsham, including Tommy and Ruth are sent to the 

cottages. 

Kathy notices that many of the older clones or 8veterans9 copy their mannerisms from 

television sitcoms, and Ruth is starting to pick up this habit. Kathy does not let the matter go 

when she sees Ruth is uncomfortable, and the girls openly discuss matters that are usually not 

spoken about. Kathy is extremely upset with Ruth9s comment about her sexual escapades. Ruth 

becomes fixated on becoming popular among the veterans. She often behaves oddly in their 

presence, and throws away her collections of art from Hailsham when she realizes the veterans 

do not have similar collections. One day, Tommy catches Kathy looking at some pornographic 

magazines. He observes that she appears to be looking for something in the magazines, as 

opposed to doing it 8for kicks9. 

Chrissie and Rodney return from a trip to Norfolk; they believe they have spotted a 

8possible9 for Ruth- that is, the 8normal9 person whom she was cloned from. Rodney, Chrissie, 

Ruth, and Kathy, and Tommy all go to cromer to look for the possible. Kathy notices that 

Tommy and Chrissie seem to be under the impression that Hailsham students are exempt from 

the normal donation process. Chrissie and Rodney ask about a rumour they have heard – that 

Hailsham students are allowed to apply for deferrals before beginning their donations. Kathy 

knows the rumour is false. Tommy is angry that Ruth would mislead them and tries to explain 

that there is no deferral program. 

Ruth explains that Tommy simply does not know about the program because <he was left 

out of everything and people were always laughing at him= (155). Before finding Ruth9s 

8possible9, everyone goes to Woolworth9s Chrissie and Rodney can shop for birthday cards. The 
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group goes to the office to spy on Ruth9s possible. Everyone agrees that the women, about fifty, 

strongly resembles Ruth and is a very likely candidate. They follow the woman to an art gallery, 

where they see that she is definitely not Ruth9s model. Ruth is despondent and has an angry 

outburst.  Chrissie, Rodney, and Ruth go to visit an older friend who has graduated from the 

Cottages. Kathy doesn9t want to go, and Tommy stays with her to explore the city. 

Kathy and Tommy are left together. Tommy reveals that in Woolworth9s, he had tried to 

find a copy of the Judy Bridgewater Tape that Kathy lost so many years ago to give to her as a 

present. Kathy is touched by his behaviour. They have great fun looking for the tape together, 

and when Kathy eventually finds it, she and Tommy have an awkward but emotional moment of 

connection. Tommy confronts Kathy about the time he caught her looking at porn magazines. He 

guessed correctly that Kathy was looking for her possible in the photos. As time goes by, more 

rumors begin to circulate about deferrals for couples who are in love.  

Months later, Ruth discovers Kathy9s Judy Bridgewater cassette. Kathy knows that she 

will be jealous. So she passes it off to Ruth as a harmless, platonic interaction. Ruth accepts this 

but remains suspicious. Several days later, Ruth and Kathy discuss the incident. Kathy tries to 

advice Ruth to be kinder to Tommy, because sometimes he is upset by the way in which she 

behaves. The relationship between Kathy and Ruth becomes distant and empty. Soon Kathy 

decides to leave the Cottages and begin her training to become a carer. The narrative shifts closer 

to the present day, Kathy is proud of her work as a carer – she feels that she has the right 

disposition for it, and she is proud of the fact that she is bold enough to stand up to doctors on 

behalf of her patients. However, other carers, like Kathy9s Hailsham friend Laura, find the job 

difficult and draining.  
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There are rumors that Hailsham has closed recently; Kathy is profoundly affected by the 

news. She goes to Dover and becomes Ruth9s carer. Although it starts out well initially, the two 

women have an awkward moment. Kathy interprets Ruth9s fearful facial expression to mean that 

Ruth does not trust her, and their relationship becomes chilly for a while. Rumors circulate 

among the donors about an abandoned boat in the middle of a marsh. Apparently, several carers 

have taken their donors to see the boat. Ruth hints that she would like to make such a trip, and 

Kathy suggests that perhaps the real reason for the trip would be to see Tommy, whose recovery 

center is near the abandoned boat. 

Kathy learns that after she left to become a carer, Ruth and Tommy lifted apart, but never 

formally broke up. Kathy notices that Tommy9s recovery center is poorly appointed and not 

nearly as nice as Ruth9s. Nevertheless, he seems to be in good spirit and is very happy to see his 

old friends. Ruth is frailer and more docile than they remember. She is very bitter about her 

donations; she speculates that many donors <complete= (or die) after their second donations. 

Tommy has a better outlook; he believes that he is good at being a donor the way Kathy is good 

at being a carer. Ruth earnestly apologizes to Kathy for the way she handled Kathy9s confidences 

about her sexual urges. She also apologizes for keeping Kathy and Tommy apart when they were 

clearly meant to be together. 

Ruth wants Tommy and Kathy to apply for deferrals so they can have a few years 

together. Kath believes the idea is silly and that it is too late, but Tommy seems to like it. Ruth 

also advices Kathy to become Tommy9s carer, which Kathy is eventually able to do a year later 

after Ruth dies. She enjoys caring for Tommy, and then quickly begins sexual relationship. 

Kathy and Tommy go to Little Hampton to find Madame. She explains that they have come to 

her home to apply for a deferral. Tommy adds that he believes he knows why Madame had the 
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gallery. Kathy suddenly realizes that someone else is in the room, listening to the conversation. 

She turns to see Miss Emily, now in a wheelchair. 

Miss Emily kindly welcomes Kathy and Tommy. She goes on to explain that the deferral 

rumors are not true, and she sincerely apologizes that Kathy and Tommy were misled. Miss 

Emily explains many of the unresolved mysteries about Hailsham. It turns out that Hailsham was 

considered a progressive place to raise clones. The purpose of having the students make art was 

to demonstrate to the public that they had souls and deserved to be treated humanely. She 

explains to them that Hailsham lost its funding due to something called the <Morningdale 

scandal=. A scientist named James Morningdale tried to create clones of superior intelligence, 

and when news of his work leaked, the public became very uncomfortable with the idea that 

clones might somehow be superhuman. This indirectly led to the closing of Hailsham. 

Miss Emily explains that Miss Lucy was fired from Hailsham for her different views 

about raising the children. Miss Lucy believed that the children should be informed of their 

origins. Miss Emily believes that doing so would have prevented them from having happy 

childhoods. After their trip to see Madame, Kathy and Tommy9s relationship becomes slightly 

awkward and distant. Tommy is afraid that he will still be conscious after the fourth donation, 

with <nothing to do except watch your remaining donations until they switch you off= (279). 

Tommy decides that he no longer wants Kathy to be his carer. His health is getting weaker, and 

he does not want her to witness his gruesome final days.  

Kathy bids him farewell as he goes to his fourth and final donations. A few weeks after 

Tommy completes, she drives to Norfolk to a field with some trees in it, and imagines that all the 

lost things from her childhood, including Tommy, will appear in the field. Kathy is surrounded 
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by death and loss but does not actually witness it firsthand. This speaks to the many layers of 

mediation that dictate how Ishiguro9s characters experience grief. Ishiguro seems to weigh in at 

the end of the novel: <Maybe I did know,= Tommy says, <Somewhere deep down. Something the 

rest of you didn9t= (275). 
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CHAPTER-3 

THEMATIC ANALYSIS  

Theme in writing is important in a story. It is the big idea of the work. In contemporary 

literary studies, a theme is how the central topic a text, book, or story is treated. Themes can be 

divided into two categories; a work9s thematic concept is what readers think the work is about 

and its thematic statement being what the work says about the subject. The most common 

understanding of theme is an idea or point that is central to a story. It can be summed in a single 

word (For example. love, death, betrayal, etc). Some examples of themes of this type are conflict 

between the person and society; getting to adult age; humans in conflict with technology; 

nostalgia. 

In this novel, Never Let Me Go, Ishiguro has chosen to examine many issues, the three 

main themes are identity, nostalgia and friendship. These three themes are all evident when 

looking closely at the lives of Kathy H, Ruth and Tommy from the time they are at Hailsham 

School to the time they become carers and eventually donors. It also shows us what happens 

when a society is allowed to use scientific experimentation freely and without considering the 

moral implications. It9s a novel about friendship and about longing for the past, as well as a 

novel which allows the reader to question the ethics of human cloning.  

Never Let Me Go is an example of a <bildungsroman”, or a novel of one person9s 

education. In this case, Kathy, the narrator and the protagonist details her education at Hailsham 

and <the cottages=, and then her career as a 8carer’. The novel characterizes Kathy9s 

disappointments, anxieties, and moments of happiness as she gets older and becomes closer with 

her two friends Tommy and Ruth. Kathy and the other characters recall life at Hailsham with 
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great fondness. As young people at school, Kathy, Tommy and Ruth are mostly free to make art, 

speak to one another and take a schedule of relatively undemanding courses. 

 Kathy, Tommy and Ruth learn that their lives at Hailsham are not exactly carefree- they 

cannot really leave the campus, and their guardian9s job is to look after them and to make sure 

that they do not get into trouble or harm their bodies. Gradually Kathy, Tommy and Ruth learn 

that they are clones and that, when they grow older, they will serve as organ donors for the rest 

of the population. But this fact is conveyed delicately to the Hailsham students. In a way then, 

the novel enormous revelation from the reader9s perspective that the students at Hailsham are 

clones forced to farm out their organs- is not the student9s greatest revelation. 

 Indeed the students undergo the kind of personal developments and changes that all 

teenagers and new adults undergo, despite the fact that their end is predetermined. Different 

characters mature in different ways. Ruth does not really abandon her anger, self-absorption and 

desires to appear, although she does weaken over time, and her relationship with Kathy becomes 

more intimate. Tommy on the other hand, loses his youthful impetuosity and tendency towards 

8temper tantrums9. Although he remains somewhat naïve and less witty than Kathy and Ruth, he 

cares for a great deal for Kathy, and the two have a small amount of time together before 

Tommy9s final donation.  

Kathy becomes a skilled trainer, which allows her to continue in this role far longer than 

her peers. In particular, she uses her 8carer9 relationship with Tommy and Ruth as a way of 

reconnecting with them, even as other students from Hailsham drift away from their youthful 

acquaintances. Kathy experiences tinges of sadness after Ruth and Tommy die, but accept her 

next role as a donor. Three of the friends and the other clones lives in Hailsham experience many 
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things and attain maturity at different situation. As human being, clones also realized the various 

stages of life from their childhood to adult stages of their life 

The novel9s structure is a pattern of losing and finding, both of people and objects. The 

primary place both of losing and finding is at Norfolk, the seaside town in a 8lostcorner’ of 

England. Tommy and Kathy interpret it to mean, more whimsically, that Norfolk is the place in 

England to which all lost things are sent to be collected. Couples in the novel, too, are deeply 

concerned that they will lose one another once they are assigned as carers and then forced to be 

donors. The more abstract concepts are 8lost9 – Hailsham, and the notion of the character9s 

innocence more broadly. 

The stuttering of the Hailsham therefore, represents English society losing its sense of the 

humanity of clones. Chrissie and Rodney bring up the idea that perhaps a postponement is 

possible for Hailsham students, although Tommy, Ruth and Kathy have never heard of such a 

thing. Tommy and Kathy, despite losing these stories and rationalizations which had made their 

lives more bearable, Kathy finds that her memories and joys at Hailsham remain real and true, 

that the lie of the place did not alter the truth and humanity of her experience. 

The lines between love, sex and friendship are often blurred in Never Let Me Go. The 

world isn9t perfect for everyone and it is definitely not perfect for Kathy, Ruth and Tommy, three 

friends who grow up together only to discover their terrible fate. Kathy, Ruth and Tommy are in 

for a wild ride. Over time, they will learn about their true and dark purpose in this unpleasant 

world and why they have had such a special childhood. Kathy, Ruth and Tommy aren9t exactly 

human like the rest of us. Kathy9s love for Tommy blossoms at Hailsham, where students 
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become sexually active in their teens, but Tommy dates Ruth instead the situation is complicated 

by the fact that Hailsham students are confused about the school9s official policy about sex. 

Kathy and her friends have shorter life span than regular humans, so they have less time 

to accomplish their goals. Their futures have already been planned out; they are all going to 

become carers, then donors, then complete. But at the same time no one can stop Kathy and her 

friends from having goals. They can day dream all they want and if they plan it out right, they 

might be able to accomplish some of those dreams despite their true some fate. Ruth had a dream 

of working in an office. Dreams only lead to delusions. 

The characters in Never Let Me Go place a cultural premium on conformity. For example, 

Kathy repeatedly emphasizes how typical she is, and Ruth blatantly copies the gestures of older 

students at the cottages. The organ donation system seems to run relatively smooth because 

everyone is willing to accept docilely their fate as donors. Conformity is a common topic for 

dystopian science fictions like but Ishiguro is unusual in that he does not suggest a better 

alternative to conformity. With the exception of Tommy9s brief tantrum in the field, no character 

indulges in any act of rebellion, large or small. The novel9s universe is one in which conformity 

is an immutable quality of human nature. 

Ishiguro highlights many forms of willful ignorance of social issues like the organ 

donations as well as personal issues like sex and virginity. Often his characters shy away from 

pressing for information when they sense they do not want to know the answers to their 

questions. He suggests that willful ignorance is the mechanism by which social injustices are 

perpetuated.The clones are unable to change their fates as organ donors, but their lack of free 

will affects many other elements of their lives as well. For example, Ruth never achieves her 
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dream of working in an office. We never learn whether her unhappy life is due to the system or 

her own lack of initiative. 

The part of the novel9s heart-breaking, elegiac ending can be attributed to the character9s 

failure to communicate. Communication failures factor into pivotal moments in the plot, such as 

Ruth9s mocking of Tommy9s drawings. However, there are also barriers to communication that 

lie beyond the character9s control. For example, Ruth never finds out whether her plan to reunite 

Kathy and Tommy worked.The organ donation program is premised on the idea that the clones 

owe their lives to society and should be prepared to sacrifice them. Madame explores this notion 

when she tries to explain to Kathy and Tommy that they should be happy of their lives whereas 

other clones did not. 

 Ishiguro9s outlook on hope is highly conflicted. It may make people feel better and allow 

them to live 8decent lives9; the clones are happier at the cottages because they have the idea that 

they can apply for deferral if they wish, a rumor that Miss. Emily allows to exist because it gives 

people hope. Nevertheless, in the novel9s universe, hope only comes from falsehoods and 

delusions, from Kathy9s hope that Ruth will break up with Tommy, to the illusion hope offered 

by the imagined deferral program. Ishiguro explores other ways that individuals might play God: 

arguably the clones who try to change their fates are playing God as much as the scientists who 

created them in the first place. 

Kathy copes with the losses in her life by turning to memories of the past. She preserves 

the memory of Hailsham long after it has closed, just as she preserves the memories of Tommy 

and Ruth long after their death. Kathy9s memory is fragmented and incomplete. Her narration is 

a process of recovery and an attempt to make sense of her memories. She admits to forgetting 
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and misremembering details showing that memory is just as fragile as it is powerful. Her first 

person narration highlights the absence of other characters memories. Ruth and Tommy only 

appear as reflected through Kathy9s memory which means that their own thoughts and 

motivations remain somewhat ambiguous. 

 Kathy9s narrative is ultimately a testament to the dignity and humanity of the students 

whom she remembers. The students have less time than their counterparts in the outside world, 

but their lives are as rich with the hopes, joys, disappointments and sorrows that define human 

experience. Kathy9s memories also ironize the efforts of Miss Emily and Madame to demonstrate 

the student9s humanity through their childhood artwork. Kathy shares the memories of her loved 

ones with quiet dignity and tenderness. Her narrative speaks for itself, showing the depths of her 

humanity in ways that Madame and Miss Emily are not capable of doing. 

Acceptance is one of the strongest themes in Ishiguro9s Never Let Me Go. It is also one of 

the more annoying themes according to many critics. The theme is played out through the 

characters who are clones such as Kathy, Ruth and Tommy. Though they sometimes have 

questions about their existence and the roles that they play as organ donors, they accept their 

plight without a fight. Although Miss Emily, the head of their boarding school and Madame 

attempt to prove that the clones have souls by encouraging them to produce art and then 

displaying it. There is no discussion about their lives. They are told, they are donors and the 

clones go along with this determination made not by themselves but the adults they look up to. 

 Kazuo Ishiguro shows the theme of identity through the students9 keenness to find their 

8possible9, the importance of the collections in the student9s lives and the need to have artistic 

talent as a way of projecting a unique identity. Unlike normal human, they do not know their 
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family history and have no idea from whom they might be cloned from. Part of their therefore 

will always remain a mystery to them and this add to their confusion about who they are and 

their place in the world. The clones create their own identity through their artistic talents and by 

treasuring up their collections. 

Ishiguro shows the theme of nostalgia through Kathy9s constant comments about her past 

and the comments Kathy makes about the importance of allowing herself to reminisce. Kathy 

spends most of her time reminiscing about the past. She feels nostalgic about the time she spent 

in Hailsham and, on the whole, has only fond memories of the years she lived there. Kathy 

values her memories the most and doesn9t find them ever fading. She believes that she won9t 

lose her memories and majority of the novel is told in flashback. Kathy now exists entirely in her 

head; her memories are her only link to the past and are therefore extremely precious to her.  

 The theme of friendship is brought through Kathy9s determination to be a carer for past 

Hailsham students and Kathy, Ruth and Tommy are reunited near the end of the novel. The 

students at Hailsham are like many other students of their age. Friendship is very important to 

them. People argue with each other, make up with each other or simply change their friendship 

groups. However friendship becomes more important and much more intense. Hailsham 

represent as glue that bonds its students together. After a considerable amount of time apart, the 

friendship between Kathy, Ruth and Tommy is still strong. Ishiguro shows how they remain 

close because of their shared experiences and ultimately they were the only ones who really 

cared for each other. 

A major theme in the novel is the idea that no matter how a human being has been 

created, that person has feelings, desires, souls and dreams like everyone else. They are human 
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clones, not machines. But the students at Hailsham and at other similar schools have been 

created as clones and are raised to live as organ donors. The people who raise them, the 

guardians, try to give them a good life while they are at school, but they don9t encourage them to 

dream beyond that. Miss Emily and Madame9s efforts to give the students good lives and treat 

them well also show they know these children, later adults, have souls and humanity as much as 

everyone else. 

This entire novel is Kathy9s tale of her memories at Hailsham and beyond, with her 

friends Ruth and Tommy. As she approaches the time when she will stop being a carer and will 

begin to donate her own organs, she realizes how important her upbringing has been to her and 

how lucky she was to be at Hailsham. She believes that memories are important and gives 

meaning to her life. Even though she knows that her life will be slowly taken away from her, she 

also knows that the memories she keeps are her own and cannot be taken away by anyone, no 

matter how imperfect they may be. Kathy says, <The memories I value most, I don9t see them 

ever fading. I lost Ruth, then I lost Tommy, but I won9t lose my memories of them= (280). 

The nurturing from the guardians and their care of the students give them the opportunity 

to show who they are inside. Their human qualities also come out in the interactions between 

students, which range from the terrible, in the case of Tommy9s bullies and Ruth9s jealously, to 

the wonderful, like Kathy9s renewed closeness with both Ruth and Tommy. It is human nature to 

be unique individuals and express one9s uniqueness, given the chance. While the clones may 

have characteristics that come from their 8possible9, they are still different people. The guardians 

want to prove to the public that 8nurture plus nature reveals that clones are just as human as 

everyone else.  
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Every human must experience loss and death, but the clones in the novel experience such 

events sooner than most. They may be able to have relationships with each other, but once they 

begin organ donations, they lose almost everyone they know. Although the clones know this 

ahead of time, they are still affected by the grief that comes with loss and death. They are also 

affected by the fear of death. Tommy expresses this fear when he talks with Kathy about the 

possibility of not completing after the fourth donation and being alive but not functional as the 

rest of his organs are removed. 

The clones experience loss and death early and often and are expected to just deal with it, 

but the author makes it clear that they are as affected by these life events, if not more, than other 

people are. Tommy, who is the most sensitive of the group, even cuts short his time with Kathy 

to spare her the grief of watching him deteriorate and die. They are not given a choice about 

whether or not to donate their organs. They face death with no choice about when it happens, not 

because they could get hit by a bus tomorrow, but because their deaths are preordained and 

counted upon as a planned event to save the lives of regular people. 

 Although the clones have different biological beginnings from other human beings in 

England- who are glimpsed only fleetingly in the novel, with the exception of the staff at 

Halisham. Clones lives notable for their fundamental 8human9 qualities. Kathy, Ruth and Tommy 

must learn to live with one another, cope with romantic failures and excitements, and confront 

the realities of their own death. The clones make plans for their future as though they might be 

allowed to live their own, fulfilling lives- even as they know, in the back of their minds, that 

these plans are either impossible or highly improbable. Their lives are utterly predetermined, and 

there is nothing they can 8choose9, in terms of personal life or career, once they leave for the 

cottages. The only allowable jobs are carer, followed by donor. 
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Ishiguro has used various themes in Never Let Me Go. He explained his purpose in 

writing through three major themes. They are identity, nostalgia and friendship. Ishiguro has 

chosen to examine many issues, the most important one is being identity. However, throughout 

the novel, he also explores the theme of nostalgia and friendship. These three themes are all 

evident when looking closely at the lives of Kathy, Ruth and Tommy from the time they are at 

Hailsham school to the time they become carers and eventually donors. It also reveals about 

longing for the past, as well as a novel which allows the reader to question the ethics of human 

cloning. 
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CHAPTER-4 

CHARACTERIZATION 

 A character is a person, animal, being, creature, or thing in a story. Writers use characters 

to perform the actions and speak dialogue, moving the story along the plot line. A story can have 

only one character and still be a complete story. This character9s conflict may be an inner one 

(within him/herself), or a conflict with something natural, such as climbing a mountain. Most 

stories have multiple characters interacting, with one of them as the antagonist, causing a conflict 

for the protagonist. Characters are what make stories. Without a character, there is no story to 

tell, only a lot of scenery. Many characters have a huge impact on people. 

Kathy. H, the novel9s protagonist and narrator, is a thirty-one year old carer at the 

beginning of the novel, although she is preparing to soon become a donor. Kathy has worked as a 

carer for nearly twelve years, much longer than most of the students with whom she grew up at 

Hailsham. Although she is still a relatively young adult, she has outlived most of her childhood 

friends. Her recollection expresses her nostalgic longing for the past, as well as her fierce desire 

to hold onto the memory of her childhood friends Ruth and Tommy. Kathy tends to restrain her 

emotions, often expressing her feelings only indirectly.  . 

 Kathy is also an unreliable narrator and her memories are marked by omissions as well as 

subjective opinions. Her account is subjective, presenting events from only her point of view. 

She does not recall events in strict chronological order, frequently interrupting one memory to 

share a related memory from another period in her life. She often states that she may be 

misremembering certain details. At times, she also admits that Tommy and Ruth recalled a 
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particular event or conversation differently than she does. Tommy says that Kathy always wished 

8to find things out9 rather she does not wished 8to believe in things9. 

 She frequently assumes the role of quiet observer. She carefully guards her own feelings. 

Kathy never explicitly states the depths of her own feeling for Tommy. For instance, though her 

love becomes increasingly clear as the narrative unfolds. Sometimes Kathy can both act as a 

powerhouse and a bit of a pushover. Kathy9s passive acceptance of her fate as a clone isn9t just 

because she is a bit of a pushover. Kathy9s memories likewise show her complex relationships 

with her Hailsham friends, Tommy and Ruth who have already completed, i.e. died. She has the 

fondness over the memories of childhood days, she has spent in Hailsham. 

Her memories show her reliance on silence and indirection, especially when it comes to 

expressing her emotions. As a student, Kathy exhibits restraint and self-consciousness. She is 

introspective, non-confrontational, calm and claims to be an observer. As an adult, Kathy claims 

she makes her voice heard as a carer in advocating for her donors. Kathy takes pride in her work, 

nothing that the 8donors9 for whom she cares are rarely agitated and tend to recover quickly after 

giving donations. Other carer may resent her for this, especially since she tends to choose donors 

who attended Hailsham. 

 Kathy is important not just because she stands front and center on a stage including three 

total protagonists. Kathy is also the character we stick with throughout the entire story. We never 

ever leave her side and we learn all about the other protagonists through her eyes. This means 

that we follow her while she is working in her job as a carer and hop backwards with her for each 

flashback. She takes us on journeys to her school years at Hailsham and to her slightly more 

adventurous days at the cottages. 
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 Ruth is Kathy9s close friend. Kathy lives with Ruth at Hailsham and at cottages and later 

becomes Ruth9s carer when Ruth is a donor. At Hailsham, Ruth is outspoken and non-tempered. 

She is a natural leader among her friends, although she is often highly controlling as well. Ruth 

is a foil to Kathy9s quieter and more guarded personality and the two argue frequently. However 

although there are times when Ruth shows great kindness towards Kathy9s missing Judy 

Bridgewater tape. It9s almost like she has two personalities in one body, her unpredictable anger, 

suggesting that this is an inherent and enduring part of her personality. 

 Kathy even says to herself that: <I9d had this notion there were two quite separate Ruth9s= 

(127). As a teenager, Ruth also begins a longstanding romantic relationship with Tommy. This is 

an underlying and unspoken source of tension in her friendship with Kathy, who has romantic 

feeling for Tommy as well. Ruth is perhaps the most social of the three, and she distances herself 

from Kathy and Tommy as the novel progresses. She spends time with Tommy, but eventually 

feels badly about keeping him away from Kathy. As Tommy9s girlfriend, she will turn on the 

charm, but then switch it off just as quickly.  

 For instance, that blow-up Ruth has in the churchyard by the cottages. She9s just found 

out about Tommy9s theory on Madame9s Gallery and is not pleased at all: <Tommy9s been 

telling me about his big theory. He says he9s already told you. Ages ago. But now, very kindly, 

he9s allowing me to share in it too= (191). Her most elaborate invention is the 8secret-guard9, 

dedicated to protecting her favorite guardian Miss Geraldine from an imaginary plot. The fantasy 

of the secret guard shows Ruth9s controlling personality, but it also reflects her larger tendency 

to pretend around her peers. 
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 Ruth often implies that she has special knowledge and privileges unavailable to other 

students. She hints that she receives special favours from Miss Geraldine. This habit annoys 

Kathy, who usually suspects that Ruth is lying and quarrel with her over it. However, Ruth9s 

pretending also shows her earnest desire to believe in hopeful possibilities. At Hailsham, her 

hints about Miss Geraldine reflect her longing for affection from a caring adult. At the cottages, 

Ruth indulges in the fantasy of her 8dreamfuture9 and ping her hopes on the vague story of her 

8possible9, whose DNA she may have been cloned. 

 Ruth can be capricious and unkind to both Tommy and Kathy. In her attempts to fit in at 

the cottages, she often ignores and mocks both of them. Ruth begins to copy the veteran couples, 

adopting a gestures of lightly tapping Tommy on the arm to say goodbye. However, she has the 

capacity for deep generosity and thoughtfulness as well. At the time of her 8complete9, she 

requests her carer Kathy that they have a chance to ask Madame for a deferral on their donation. 

Through the offering of Madame9s address, Ruth shows her sincere desire to make amends for 

keeping Kathy and Tommy apart. 

          Tommy is Kathy9s close childhood friend for whom she also harbors romantic feelings. At 

Hailsham, Tommy becomes an outcast among his peers because, unlike them, he lacks artistic 

ability. He develops a violent temper, often throwing tantrums in response to teasing from his 

peers. Tommy remains anxious and self-conscious about his artistic abilities as a young adult, 

initially keeping his artwork a secret at the cottages. However he also begins to derive pride and 

personal satisfaction. His compelling imaginary animals resist interpretation reflecting the deep 

humanity and complex individuality of the clones themselves. 
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 Tommy is in many ways straight forward than Kathy and Ruth, often missing the subtle 

digs and sarcasm that they shoot back and forth while Kathy often knowingly defends Ruth9s 

pretenses in front of others. Tommy usually expresses his confusion or doubt aloud. He also 

lacks the kind of emotional restraint that Kathy and Ruth exhibit while Kathy and Ruth tend to 

express their angers and frustrations indirectly. Tommy is prone to violent temper tantrums. 

Since he is little uncreative in art, students use to tease him which causes him to behave 

indifferently. Yet Tommy also has very different relationship with Ruth and Kathy.  

 He maintains a long standing but difficult romantic relationship with Ruth, who at times 

belittles and ignores him. Meanwhile, he bonds with Kathy over their mutual desire to discover 

the truth about Hailsham. Tommy tends to trust Kathy with his biggest secrets, including his odd 

conversations with Miss Lucy. In his theorizing with Kathy, Tommy also shows an observant 

and reflective side to his personality that mirrors her own. He is athletic and highly sensitive. He 

is bullied not only for his lack of talent but also for the tantrums he throws. He used to pour out 

his emotion through his tantrums. 

 Tommy spends most of his time in the novel as the butt of other9s jokes. Ruth likes to 

tease him and considered him as an outcast: <What you9ve got to realize, 8she said to Chrissie, 8is 

that even though Tommy was at Hailsham, he isn9t like a real Hailsham student. He was left out 

of everything and people were always laughing at him= (152-53). However, he is an excellent 

student, but a poor artist. Kathy thinks the reason for his tantrum is: <Kathy thinks it9s because 

on some level (he) always knew about their depressing fate= (  ). Tommy has always loved 

Kathy, but Ruth has kept the two apart.  
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 When Tommy comes to know from the guardian Miss. Lucy that art is basically 

unimportant for Hailsham students, he stops his tantrums. He and Kathy reconnect at the end of 

his life and both patched up and became lovers. Finally he tries with Kathy to defer their 

donations by bringing his art to Madame as proof of the depth of his love. Later they come to 

know that deferral doesn9t exist. Tommy decides to make departure from Kathy and admits to 

her that he would prefer another carer for his last donation process. He affirms that the pain of 

letting go is an inevitable consequence of loving and being loved. 

 Madame Marie-Claude is a pro-clone advocate who lives outside Hailsham. Alongside 

Miss Emily, she fights for the rights of clones to be treated humanely before giving their 

donations. But while Kathy and her friends are at Hailsham, they don9t have idea about 

Madame9s political roles. She is a woman who occasionally visits Hailsham and takes away their 

best artwork for her gallery. She spends her life fighting for better treatment for clones like 

Kathy and her friends. But there is also a darker side for her. She is clearly scared of Hailsham 

students from the start of the novel. And when Kathy and Tommy meet her, she is very cynical 

and assumes that they are ungrateful. 

 Kathy describes her as: <We called her 8Madame’ because she was French or Belgian …. 

She was tall, narrow woman with short hair, probably quite young still, though at the time we 

wouldn9t have thought of her as such. She always wore a sharp grey suit=(32). Madame, the 

official who regularly visits Hailsham to select student artwork for the gallery, where the 

guardian at Hailsham exhibits the student9s art to prove that clones have souls. She later admits 

that repulsed by clones, in spite of her efforts to improve their living condition. 
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 Miss Emily is the head of the school at Hailsham. She is older than other guardians, and 

the students generally find her intimidating. However they respect her and her presence make 

them feel safe. She has a stern demeanor and a sharp intellect, although she lapses at times into a 

dream-like daze.  She is mostly feared by the students and rather strict, but helpful and is known 

for making long speeches imploring to students to remain healthy. She later speaks with Tommy 

and Kathy and reveals several truths about Hailsham. At the end of the novel, she comes to 

understand the difficulties of clone life, but resigned to the fact that society does not care to treat 

clones with even the meager dignity provided by the Hailsham anymore. Kathy says that: <It was 

like she had some extra senses= (43). 

 Miss Lucy is one of the guardians at Hailsham. She has a brisk but sympathetic attitude 

and works mostly with the older students. She is conflicted about her role at Hailsham, where she 

believes that the guardians are not explicit enough with the students about their futures. Her 

frustration often results in odd behaviour, including visible flashes of anger. She is known for her 

discomfort with the abstract teaching method at school. She believes that the other guardians 

tend to hide or smooth over the realities of a clones life that they must become either a carer or 

donor and adds that, some of the awkward truth, but later leaves Hailsham abruptly. 

 Anyhow unlike the other guardians, she feels that the students should not be protected 

from their future lives but should be told in a straight forward manner what the future has in store 

for them. She feels that this is the best way they can prepare themselves for their roles as carers 

and donors. When she overhears the two Hailsham students talking about their job prospects, she 

feels that she must step in and remind them in a straight forward and honest way what their 

future lives will be like. Finally Miss Emily makes it clear that Miss Lucy9s antics will not be 

tolerated at Hailsham. So she gets the boot. 
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 Chrissie is a veteran student who lives at the cottages, and Rodney9s girlfriend. They are 

considered as the cool couple at cottage and the love birds that everyone looks up to.  She did not 

attend Hailsham and seems to be in awe of the Hailsham students. She is kind and welcoming 

when Kathy and Tommy arrive to the cottage. But Kathy correctly suspects Chrissie that she has 

a hidden motive. She hopefully clings to the possibility of a deferral on donations, available to 

Hailsham couples who are in love. Later they come to know that the possibility of deferral was a 

rumor. She forms a natural alliance with Ruth, who also bases her hopefulness about the future 

on rumor and speculation.  

 Although Chrissie does not belong to Hailsham but she feels that Hailsham students are 

8preferred9 by the government, and that they might be granted deferral for up to three years 

before they become carers and donors. In order to live with loved ones she and her lover Rodney 

befriend Ruth, Tommy and Kathy at the cottages and drive with them to Norfolk, to try to find 

Ruth9s 8clone parent9. She is super curious about the perks that come with being Hailsham 

students. Finally she was complete after the second donation.  

 Rodney is another veteran who lives in the cottages, and Chrissie9s boyfriend. He is 

friendly and easy-going. He wears his hair in a long ponytail and likes to talk about 

reincarnation. Although Kathy finds Rodney likeable, she also senses that he is generally under 

Chrissie9s influence. He did not attend Hailsham. He also together with Chrissie, he turns to the 

Hailsham students for help in pursuing a 8deferral9 on their donation. He and his wife convince 

Ruth, Tommy and Kathy to go to the Norfolk to see the 8possible9 of Ruth, a woman from whom 

Ruth may have been cloned. This is a ruse to get the Hailsham graduates to talk about 

8deferment9, or the process of deferring one9s donations. 
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 Miss Geraldine is a kind and sympathetic guardian at Hailsham. She works primarily 

with the younger students. The students adore her, and Ruth in particular wants her favour. She 

uses to teach art classes and inadvertently encourages the other students to tease Tommy when 

she praises his childish watercolor. She is the preferred confidante of the younger children and is 

generally considered the most sympathetic of the guardians. She is noted for her indulgence of 

Tommy9s art, even though Tommy is a poor art student. Ruth founds a <secret society= designed 

to protect her from an imaginary kidnapping 

Laura is a Hailsham student who later moves to the cottages with Kathy. She is an 

energetic and mischievous girl at Hailsham, where she is part of Kathy and Ruth9s friend group. 

She is a jovial student. She is considered as the clown of her friends9 gang. But when she later 

reconnects with Kathy as a carer, she is exhausted and worn down. Laura encourages Kathy to 

become Ruth9s carer. Laura finds the work of caring to be difficult, and tells Kathy that 

Hailsham is closing, although neither knows why this is happening at the time. 

Harry C is a Hailsham student with whom Kathy briefly considers having sex as a 

teenager. Kathy9s memory continues to highlight her tension. While he is a student, Kathy9s 

intended choice for a first sexual partner. Kathy9s memory of seeing him at a recovery center 

highlights the divide between their Hailsham childhood and their adult lives. Harry9s apparent 

failure to recognize her also emphasizes Kathy9s lonely position as a guardian of Hailsham 

memories. Hannah is another Hailsham student who moves to the cottage with Kathy, Ruth and 

Tommy. 

Martin is a carer who lives in Norfolk. He is a former veteran, now a carer who lives in 

Norfolk.  He used to live at the cottages, and is friend with Rodney and Chrissie. Although he 
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never appears in the novel, Rodney and Chrissie take Ruth to visit him after their failed search 

for Ruth9s possible. Keffers is the grouchy maintenance man in the cottages. He is a gruff 

individual, but treats the students with  kindness when they need items for their houses or when 

they prepare to leave and begin their training.  

Ruth9s 8possible9 is a woman who works in an office in Norfolk and from a distance 

looks like Ruth. Kathy and her friends initially believe that she resemble Ruth, suggesting that 

the woman might be Ruth9s possible or the person from whose DNA Ruth was cloned. She is an 

unnamed woman who works at an open-plan office in Norfolk. However, she turns out not to be 

her possible. Judy Bridgewater is the 1950s singer who sings Kathy9s favorite song, Never Let 

Me Go. Mr. Roger and Miss Eileen are guardians in the Hailsham School.  

Never Let Me Go is famous not only for its provocative plot, but for its unusual mode of 

narration. Ishiguro9s main point is that in his universe, forced organ donations are quotidian and 

even banal. Small hints in the novel reveal that the novel is addressed to an audience of other 

clones. This novel speaks to the many layers of mediation that dictate how Ishiguro characters 

experience grief. 
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CHAPTER-5 

SUMMATION 

Summation is a final part of an argument reviewing points made and expressing 

conclusions. It is simply means recounting a group of events or items. The word summation 

begins with the prefix sum, meaning <to add up=. It also includes the meaning of summing up, 

chewing out, curse word and petty criticism. Summation and conclusion are usually signaled by 

a phrase like in summary, to sum up, summing up, in short, in fine, to recapitulate. The label may 

be more subtle: We have seen, and subtlety is usually a virtue in such matters. Logical 

conclusions or judgement may be necessary even in short essays. Certain subjects make them 

obligatory. 

Kazuo Ishiguro was an eminent Japanese- born British novelist. He pursued his education 

in different places. He held prominent position in the society as a British novelist, screenwriter 

and short- story writer. He is one of the most celebrated contemporary fiction authors in the 

English-speaking world. He contributed notable works to the literary world. He has won the 

Nobel Prize in Literature in 2017. He was born in 20
th

 century and belonged to the 8Modern 

Age9. There are many other well-known contemporary writers of his time. He dealt with difficult 

subject matter complex issues. He has employed various content, style and techniques in his 

work. In Never Let Me Go, Ishiguro utilized scathing critique of human ignorance. Many critics 

have posed their comments about Ishiguro9s, Never Let Me Go. 

The Never Let Me Go is a story of friendship between three clones. It also examines their 

feeling such as friendship, love etc. The science of human cloning is not the primary concern of 

Never Let Me Go and Ishiguro takes artistic license with some of the details of how humans are 
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cloned in his novel. Never Let Me Go is famous not only for its provocative plot, but for its 

unusual mode of narration. Ishiguro9s main point is that in his universe, forced organ donation 

are quotidian and even banal. Small hints in the novel reveal that the novel is addressed to an 

audience of other clones. This novel speaks to the many layers of mediation that dictate how 

Ishiguro characters experience grief. 

 Ishiguro has used various themes in Never Let Me Go. He explained his purpose in 

writing through three major themes. They are identity, nostalgia and friendship. Ishiguro has 

chosen to examine many issues, the most important one is being identity. However, throughout 

the novel, he also explores the theme of nostalgia and friendship. These three themes are all 

evident when looking closely at the lives of Kathy, Ruth and Tommy from the time they are at 

Hailsham school to the time they become carers and eventually donors. It also reveals about 

longing for the past, as well as a novel which allows the reader to question the ethics of human 

cloning. 

Kazuo Ishiguro9s novel revolves around the lives of three characters, Kathy, Ruth and 

Tommy. Their stories are told through Kathy9s memories. By the end of the novel, she is the 

only one of the main characters left alive. Minor characters such as Miss Lucy, Miss Emily and 

Madame play important roles as their actions, words and decisions impact upon the lives and 

hopes of the three main characters. Kathy, Ruth and Tommy are former Hailsham students who 

grew up together and became life-long friends. This friendship becomes complicated through a 

love triangle and through Kathy9s decision to become a carer, first to Ruth and then to Tommy.   

Never Let Me Go takes place in the 20
th

 century, in an England where human beings are 

cloned and bred for the purposes of harvesting their organs once they reach their adulthood. 
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These clones are reared in boarding school-type institutions: much is made, in the clone 

community, of the differences between one institution and another. Hailsham is a place where 

clones grew up as inmate before their <promotion=, is mythologized for its special ethos. A 

Hailsham childhood is idealized, with somewhat grotesque and faintly Dickensian 

sentimentality, by those who were <born= into less fortunate circumstances. The clones are 

staffed by <guardians= who have the quasi- parental function of the boarding school. 

Hailsham proves central to both Kathy9s process of forgetting and her process of 

remembering. But according to Kathy, Hailsham is the way into recalling and making sense of 

her memories. Although students remain on the school grounds, objects regularly pass between 

Hailsham and the outside world. In this novel, Kathy does not recall the events of her life in 

chronological order. Sifting through a jumble of memories, Kathy offers an account that is 

incomplete, episodic and out of order. Her style also raises questions about her realiability as a 

narrator. As we read through the novel, we come to know only Kathy9s point of view. 

Miss. Emily explains that Hailsham was a part of a small progressive movement 

dedicated to making the donation program more humane. Many people preferred to see the 

students as less than human, because this made it easier to justify using their organ. While most 

clones grew up in terrible conditions, Hailsham offered a benevolent alternative. Miss. Emily and 

Madame showed the students artwork at special exhibitions to prove to the public that clones had 

souls. Hailsham had many supporters in the seventies, public opinion eventually turned against 

them. One contributing factor was the Morningdale scandal named for a controversial scientist 

who wanted to produce genetically enhanced children. Hailsham closed after losing all its 

sponsors. 
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Hailsham thus lives up to its name, exposed as a 8sham9 maintained through elaborate 

acts of deception. Yet Miss. Emily also confirms that acts of deception were a central source of 

tension among the guardians at Hailsham. Their main motive is to protect their innocence of 

childhood.  Their response to the inevitability of losing one another is to hold on tightly, 

expressing the plea embedded in the song title 8Never Let Me Go9. Kathy allows her to engage in 

one last fantasy, as she imagines Tommy coming over the horizon after his completion. Her last 

action in the novel is both characteristic and tragic- she drives away, leaving behind Norfolk and 

the fantasy of recovering those she has lost. 

Never Let Me Go, like the clones it portrays, has in the end something of a double nature, 

for it both attracts and annihilates. It is a work of unremitting bleakness and gratuitous sordidity. 

At one level Ishiguro seems to be saying that art is a con-trick, like religion; that it obscures from 

us the knowledge or awareness of our own mortality, knowledge that in the case of the Hailsham 

children is brutally withheld. We believe that art is immortal, and so we represent creativity as an 

absolute good; but in making this representation to children, are we interfering with their rights 

to know about and accept death.    
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Preface 

Marlon James was a famous Jamaican writer. His second novel, The Book of Night 

Women is about slave women’s revolt in Jamaican plantation during the nineteenth century. 

The project entitled Ethnic Chauvinism and Feminine Propensity in Marlon James’ 

The Book of Night Women comprises of five chapters. 

 The first chapter, Introduction deals with the origin and development of Jamaican 

literature and deals with the life and works of Marlon James and his contribution as a novelist to 

Jamaican literature. 

 The second chapter <Servitude of Lilith= discusses about the main character Lilith and 

her survival. It also gives an account of slavery revolt against white master. 

 The third chapter <Feminine Aptitude and Racial Prejudice= deals with important and 

main themes employed in this novel. 

 The fourth chapter analyses on <Intolerant characters= and inevitable characters in this 

novel and explains the importance of each character. 

 The final chapter, Summation consolidates the ideas discussed in the preceding chapters. 

 



1 

 

 

CHAPTER ONE 

  Introduction 

 Jamaica stands large among world cultures. It shows the Jamaica strength, vibrancy, 

colour and characters of its culture. The first inhabitants of Jamaican probably came from 

various islands and it is classified into Pre Columbian Jamaica, Spa8778nish Jamaica, English 

Jamaica and Independent Jamaica. The pre Columbian people were Taino tribes and they named 

their land as Xaymaca meaning 8Land of Wood and water9. The Spanish enslaved the Tainos 

who were so ravaged by their conflict with the Europeans and by foreign diseases and the entire 

native  population vanished in 1600. The Spanish also transported hundreds of West African 

slaves to the island. In the year 1655, the English invaded Jamaica defeating the Spanish 

colonists.  

Enslaved Africans fled to the island9s interior freeing independent. Jamaican journalists 

Kevin O9 Brien Chang captured the essence of this achievement quiet in an article titled <The 

Smallest World cultural power= says,  

When the black, green, gold went up on midnight August 5, 1962, this island was 

unknown  and insignificant to most of the world….Forty-nine years on, we are famed 

planet- wide for our vivid music and culture, and Jamaica instantly induces a sense of 

spontaneous excitement and freedom of spirit (12). 

          In the mid 17th century, sugarcane had been brought into the Jamaica by the Dutch from 

Brazil, they quickly urged local growers to change their main crops from cotton and tobacco to 

sugarcane which leads to a boom in the Caribbean economies. Sugarcane was quickly snapped 
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up by the British who used it in cakes and for sweetening teas. In the 18th century, Sugar 

Industry replaced Piracy as Jamaica9s main source of income. 

  The sugar industry was labour intensive hence the English brought hundreds and 

thousands of enslaved Africans to Jamaica which also led to its growth. After slavery was 

abolished in 1834, sugarcane plantations used various forms of labour including workers 

imported from India under agreement contracts.  Most of the Jamaicans worked in sugarcane 

industries and they are all enslaved by their owners. Most of them were died and they are unable 

to voice against them. They worked for low wages and for many hours and the women were 

harassed. Hence, the Jamaican Literature begins with folktales told by the slaves during the 

colonial period.   

              Jamaica9s folk stories are most closely associated with those of the Ashanti tribe in West 

Africa from which many of the slaves originated. Some European tales were also brought to the 

island by immigrants, particularly those from the United Kingdom as folktales. It infuses humour 

into the stories by retelling it. The most popular characters in Jamaican tales, An ancy is an 

African spider God who makes an appearance throughout the tales of Caribbean region. He is a 

trickster one, and often goes against other animal godly characters like Tiger and Donkey in his 

stories. These imaginary stories are told in a way to outsmart their owners. The writers of 

Jamaican literature are the natives of the place. The famous contemporary Jamaican writers are 

Lindsay Barrett, Edward Baugh, Louise Bennett-Coverley, James Berry, Eliot Bliss, Erna 

Brodber, Margaret Cezair-Thompson, Colin Channer, Claude Mckay, Andrew Salkey, Roger 

Mais and Marlon James. 

  Claude Mckay was a Jamaican-American writer who celebrates his African American 

identity and Afro Caribbean culture. He was born in 1889 in Clarendon, Jamaica. He started 
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writing his first poems at the age of ten. He published his first book of poetry Songs of Jamaica 

in the year 1912. He left Jamaica to study in United States and became rapidly disillusioned by 

the racism which he encountered in the southern states. His work Home to Harlem celebrated the 

life of the place at the time and also depicts the alienation and anomie that was a part of black 

urban life. He remains widely read in both Jamaica and the United States, and is recognized for 

his pioneering attempts at literary art as self possession.  

 Roger Ma is inscribed the budding anti-colonial sentiment of Jamaica in his works, and 

thus fostered the growth of Jamaican Literature. He started publishing fiction in the early 1930s 

following several years as a journalist; he became involved in 8The People9s National Party9 

independence movement at the same time. So, he was arrested and imprisoned for six months. 

His famous works are The Hills Were Joyful Together and Brother Man which offered intriguing 

perspectives on Jamaican society and its social problems. He is remembered as an icon of 

Jamaican literature for his fearless depiction of the inequality and sufferings of colonialism.  

               Andrew Salkey remained a leading figure in Caribbean literature until his death in 

1995. He was an editor and broadcaster as well as a good writer. One of his primary forms of 

advocacy for young writers was his work for the BBC9s Caribbean section where he would often 

promote the voices of writers such as Samson and George Lamming. He published novels, 

stories and poems throughout his career and is remembered for acclaimed works like Hurricane, 

Riot, and Drought. 

James was born in 24th November, 1970 at Kingston in Jamaica. James is a 1991 

graduate of the University of the West Indies where he studied Language and Literature. He left 

Jamaica to escape homophobic violence and economic conditions that he felt would result in 

career stagnation. He received a Master9s degree in creative writing from Wilkes University. 
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James has taught English and creative writing at Macalester College since 2007. His first novel, 

JohnCrow’sDevil (2005) tells the story of a 20th century biblical struggle in a remote Jamaican 

village. His second novel, The Book of Night Women (2009) is about the slave women revolt in a 

Jamaican plantation in the early 19th century. His most recent novel A Brief History of Seven 

Killings (2014) explores several decades of Jamaican history and political instability through the 

perspectives of many narrators. He is the second Caribbean writer to win the Literature Prize in 

1971. James has indicated his next work will be a fantasy novel, titled Black Leopard, Red Wolf. 

James work is challenging and lyrical, he uses Jamaican patois in dialogue and often uses 

multiple dialects for different characters. His style strays from traditional and expected 

Caribbean Literature by creating wild and risky new possibilities for thinking about the 

region9s place in our contemporary reality. James had stated that he commits offences in 

his writings that he would not allow his students to commit such as writing seven page 

sentences. James9 writing has been compared to Toni Morrison, William Faulkner, and 

Gabriel Garcia Marquez. James9 work carries a unique style often referred to as 

disturbing, brutal and violent, and it leads to excessive violence in his films. James does 

not hold back in his graphic descriptions of sexual and violent acts contributing to the 

raw nature of his writing. Quentin Tarantino says <James does not set out to entertain, he 

does not want readers to be entertained by shocking events: he believes they should be 

rightly horrified= (48).  

James first novel John Crow’sDevil (2005) tells the story of the biblical struggle in a 

remote Jamaican village in 1957. In this novel he explores postcolonial Jamaica through a 

religiously charged archetypal battle of good and evil. His characters in this novel represent 

through their archetypal portrayal and many facts including hope. Despite the particular setting, 
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the novel conveys archetypal situations that reside in the collective unconsciousness. 

Additionally, this piece of Caribbean gothic reveals the power of guilt and hypocrisy both in the 

person and community revealing truths of human nature. The ghosts of colonialism are more 

subtle, but the instability and struggle for identity is clear to the reader.   

James most recent novel A Brief History of Seven Killings (2014) explores several 

decades of Jamaican history and political instability through the perspectives of many narrators. 

In this novel, he portrays an angry postcolonial society struggling to establish identity in upper 

middle class criminal environment. The novel has twelve narrators contributing to the excess that 

Harrison explores in her works. James9 rejection of a purely nationalist tradition like that of the 

other authors and his followers concretizes his critique of the ways nationalism distracts us from 

the increased deregulation of global capital and its production of a material inequality around the 

globe. His experimentation with form functions to rework familiar paradigms and themes that 

have been central to the literary imaginations of postcolonial realities for a little over half a 

century.  

James second novel The Book of Night Women published in 2009 challenges a traditional 

slave narrative by presenting Lilith, the protagonist who approaches her enslavement with 

complex duality of antagonism between slaves and masters on a plantation in Jamaica. She hates 

the masters but much of the novel deals with how she aspires to obtain a privileged stature within 

plantation society by submitting to the sexual subjugation of White overseer, Robert Quinn. This 

is additionally challenged by Lilith and Quinn9s overthrowing the limits of love and 

relationships. Quinn has a reputation as a brutal, violent overseer even ordering Lilith to be 

severely whipped. The novel explores the complexity of slaved women with some of the 

characters having deep connections to Obeah and Myal spiritualism. The female slaves are 
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portrayed as strong willed and intelligent while the male slaves are often portrayed as weak and 

thoughtless. 

The novel defines hegemonic notions by pointing out the explosive and antagonistic 

relationship between colonizers and colonized. In his other works, James takes on other period in 

Jamaica yet keeps consistency in his portrayal of violence and brutality. James is an emerging 

Jamaican writer who writes on wide range of issues like Jamaican history, slavery, political 

violence, racism, colonization and so on. James employs different techniques and strategies to 

accommodate different perspectives and ideas in his novels which help to create multi-levelness.   

James9 work spins from religion and supernatural to sexuality, violence and colonialism. 

In his novels, he deals about Jamaican slavery. He got so many awards for his work such as 2009 

National Book Critics Circle Awards finalist for The Book of Night Women 2010, Dayton 

Literary Peace Prize Award, Minnesota Book Award and Silver Musgrave Medal from the 

Institute of Jamaica 2014.One of his famous work, A Brief History of Seven Killings got many 

awards like National Book Critics Circle Awards, Anisfield Wolf Book Award, Man Booker 

Prize Award and Green Carnation Prize Award. 

James The Book of Night Women mainly focuses on the life of slaves who lived at the 

end of the eighteenth century. This novel is the story of Lilith, born into slavery on a Jamaican 

sugar plantation. It is all about how black women tortured by their white masters. More than the 

black men, black women are violated. This project throws light on the violence that black 

women come across in their lifetime in their plantation as a slave and by identifying their own 

self they form a group and plan to revolt against their white masters which is said in feminist 

perspectives. Colum McCann says, 
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The Book of Night Women is a slave narrative, a story of rebellion, and a   testament to 

human heart in conflict with itself. It is a book of rip and rhythm, of violence and 

tenderness, of the healing glance in all the hatred. It reads like the brave book. And like 

the best, and most dangerous, of stories, it seems as if it was just waiting to be told (18). 

In this novel, Lilith wants to live a happy life but her surroundings were not happy. She 

wants to come out of slavery life. But her half sisters were against it. She had a love affair with 

her master but it was not of success. She longs to create a self identity in this novel. Here the 

white people9s cruelty over them is also discussed elaborately. Lilith bravely fought for freedom. 

She wants to be unique among the slaves though she has got so many scolding from white 

masters. But she never thinks about that she is living on her own and struggles hard to establish 

her own identity.                    

In this novel, James uses the imagery of witchcraft and African shamanism inventively as 

a metaphor for political resistance. Homer, the head of the sisterhood had a supreme mastery of 

African lotions and potions that magically heal the other women from the whippings, rapes and 

beatings they endure; she uses the same potent herbs to send the masters and their wives into 

disturbed states of mind as a form of revenge for the cruelty met out by her sisters. It also deals 

with the institution aliased hatred inherent in slavery but also a love story with an certainly tragic 

outcome. 

Lilith first struggles against the romantic overtures made by the Irish overseer, Quinn 

commanded the slave to be free, she asks him with horror then submits to his advances, although 

she makes the mental note that no women can afford to feel anything for a man and she finally 

realizes the love Quinn offers bringing her freedom in the bedroom but leaving her as enslaved in 

other aspects of life.  From this realization comes her final act of rebellion, as well as her 
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atonement. She wants to take revenge against them but it did not happen leaving her desires 

unfulfilled one. 

In this novel, James discusses about the slaves how they were affected by their white 

masters. This novel deals with the variety of themes like slaves experience of being trapped in a 

vicious circle of oppression, counter violence, retaliation and brutalizing effects of slavery; intra 

black violence and the slave women9s misery. It also deals with history of slavery and white 

colonial rules in Jamaica, its attempt to capture the horrific violence of eighteenth century 

plantation life, its vivid depiction of a strong black female protagonist Lilith. 

Lilith is among six mulatto house servants at the Montpelier Estate whose mothers were 

all raped by the same overseer, Wilkins is a fate which protects them from an even more arduous 

life of field slavery but serves as a remainder of the routine sexual abuse that inflict on the 

female <domestics=. The six half sisters form a covert sisterhood, meeting in the witching hour to 

formulate the overthrow of their white oppressors throughout the island insurgency with the hope 

of creating a slave Free States.  James, a Jamaican writer uses Lilith to set this story as a 

historical tale of slavery which is told through her internal conflict how she was abused by white 

masters. She tries to raise her voice against them but everything ends in vain. Yet how she 

overcomes it leads to move the plot further.  

          This project explores the protagonist Lilith, the other major and minor characters, the plot 

and the themes in the novel. The writing style of James, the writer will also be discussed here. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

     Servitude Life of Lilith  

The Book of Night Women is a novel written by Marlon James.  It tells about African 

slavery in Jamaicaduring the 18thcentury.  The book was first published in hard back on 

February19 2009,by Riverhead Brooks.  This novel is beautifully written as a sweeping tale of 

Jamaican slavery set in early 19thcentury. James presents the life of the slaves at Montpelier, a 

sugar plantation in Jamaica. The story centerson Lilith, a slave born at the MontpelierEstate, 

large sugar plantation where life is ruled byd anger and fear.  In that plantation, slaves were often 

treated brutally tortured by their white overseers, whipped, raped and even murdered. It portrays 

the dynamic and flawed characters in a complex, stratified society.  The slaves should work for 

their white masters.  It also shows the vicious circle of oppression, counter violence and 

retaliation; the brutalizing effects of slavery, intra-violence and the slave women9s misery. 

Lilith is fourteen year teenage girl. Lilith, agreen-eyedmulattogirlis born into slavery.  

Sheisthe  protagonist of the novel.  Lilith is the central character of the novel, she is the witness 

of the tragedy.  She was born as a result of sexual abuse by an overseer named Jack Wilkins.  

Lilith was orphan because hermotherdies after giving birth to her. Wilkins asked Homer to take 

care of her.  Lilith was by the control of Homer. Homer was a black slave women who was the 

head of slave women. 

Montpelier, like other estateon the eastcoast, have one white man for every thirty-three 

negro…Johnny-jumpers they call them, fiveto ten in number andt hey work with 

whipandon some estate, knife and gun.  When a field nigger not keeping up the quota of 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marlon_James_(novelist)
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ground to plough or cane to cuttheywhiphim in the back orpunch him in the face or kick 

him in the balls and tell him work harder because he not no prince regent here.  The 

Johnny-jumpers raid the slave settlement at night like they be pirate, taking the supper 

that just cook, or if they hungering for something else, grabbing the daughter or the 

mother even if her titty lanky and her pussy no good (10). 

Lilith was working in MontpelierEstate.  She was tortured by white masters.  The slaves 

have to work under the white supervisors.  Each white supervisor carry whip as well as 

some other tools to punish the slaves if they do not work hard.  The slaves received much 

violence, such as being beaten, whipped and kicked up.  The slave working at the 

plantation of  the overseer came to satisfy their hunger by snatching the slave9s supper 

and satisfy their lust by raping the female slaves without seeing their age and physical 

appearance. The white master who named Paris tries to abuse Lilith.  She wants to save 

her life from Paris so she killed him and ran away from the house.  <Lilith know the other 

niggers don9t like her.  They know she has something to do with the missing Paris and 

that the Johnny-jumpers lay waiting any of them= (45). 

Homer comes to know the courage and power of a black girl who was able to kill Paris 

with her own hand without the help of others.  Homer thinks that Lilith is worthy of enclosure in 

the night women to plan a rebellion.  So she planned to kill white masters with the help of Lilith.  

For that she protects Lilith from the white masters.  So Homer asked Lilith to stay in cellar where 

she works as a head of the house slaves. 

Most night as Lilith fall asleep, she fly up awake in fear that the Johnny-jumpers already 

in the cellar and ready to kill her.  Is a week since and right in that instant between 

dreaming and walking she hear a whisper calling her the wickedest woman.  Paris didn9t 
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beat her or try to kill her and he not even try to have him way with her.  Lilith looking for 

him in the dark, coming for her with no head on him shoulder (27). 

When Lilith is in the cellar in the protection of Homer, she never felt safe and 

comfortable.  She hates that place.  As she killed Paris in order to protect her,the 

supervisor started searching for the killer of Paris. There he went and asked the house 

slave atthe Massa Humphrey.  But he did not find the real killer. Lilith was hiding in the 

cellar, until one day she feel boredfor being in the cellar. So she was angry with Homer 

because she orders her to go down stairs to the cellar. She was bored in the cellar because 

the cellar was dark and so smelly.  She was also tired of hiding in the cellar.  Later, 

Homer asked Lilith to work in the mistress Wilson house, <Carry these to the grand table 

outside, Homer says and point to the tray.  Lilith stand up like she don9t want to carry it.  

Make sure the Governor get serve pumpkin soup, not pepper pot, Homer say and Lilith 

hurry up and grab the tray... me can carry a tray, Lilith say.  Lilith pick up the tray and it 

wobble a little, but she settle it= (152). 

Homer told Lilith to take a tray to serving pumpkin soup to the governor.  Homer warned 

her to be careful because she did not get prior training. Unfortunately the tray fell, the soup bowl 

ruptured, and the hot soup spilled on her neck and on her dress.  The woman was screaming like 

she was burn in hell, then she fell on the ground.  The other guest turned to see what happened.  

The Massa Humphrey immediately came up with angry red face and beat her in front of the 

invited guests. 

Massa Humphrey is ashamed because Lilith cannot serve the guests well.  Humphrey hit 

the face of Lilith till blood flowing from her nose and she was spitting blood.  Humphrey still 

wants to punish Lilith more.  McClusky is a slave who worked as a driver in Massa Humphrey9s 
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house.  McClusky was an unkind person and he also abused the slave women.  McClusky drag 

Lilith out and whips her, she cried a lot.  McClusky punched her face as Massa Humphrey was 

angry with the Lilith.  So, Lilith was sent out of his house.  

Lilith made a mistake at Montpelier, she was sent to the Coulibre.  When Lilith enters 

into the house she met one house slave at the Massa Roget house.  Her name was Dulcimena and 

many people called her Dulcey.  Lilith watched how wild Massa Roget punished Dulcey.  Massa 

Roget often scolds Dulcey for small mistakes and beat her.  Dulcey fell on the floor and shecried.  

He lash her back, her shoulder, her neck and two time he whip her in the face.  

Dulcimena fall to the floor between the counter and the kitchen table and Lilith can9t see her no 

more, but she see Massa Roget over her, whipping  and whipping and screaming and screaming, 

Me dead, Massa, me dead, you done kill poor Dulcey.  Massa Roget whip her until him hand 

give out and he couldn9t whip no more. (185) 

 Lilith work hard in the house and is loyal to their Massa.  But the masters would scold 

Lilith for committing little mistake.  One day Dulcimena forget to lock the goat pen.  The goats 

let loose in Mistress Roget garden and ate nearly every flower insight.  When the Mistress wake 

up and look outside her window, she screamed like somebody is killing her.  She tries to shoo the 

goat from the flower but they just run one plant to the other plant.  Mistress Roget sent two men 

to tie Dulcimena in the nearby tree.  She issued a wide whip.  Dulcey begged to Massa Roget 

when he passed her but he ignored it.  Dulcey get 166 lashes and finally she died. Lilith knows 

how cruel her master was.  Lilith cannot do anything.  But she hates her master Roget. 

She flog Dulcimena as hard as she could flog, swinging the whip wide and lasing 

Dulcimena back till the skin tear into flesh and the flesh tear into blood.  The Mistress get tired 
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and rest for a few.  Nobody beg for Dulcimena.  Every time the mistress get tired, she sit down 

for a spell and have the new grounds nigger whip her till she ready to flog her again.  Dulcimena 

get one hundred sixty-six lash that day. (199-200) 

Lilith has changed rude after the death of Dulcey.  Because, she wanted to take revenge 

against them. She is adding some bit of dirt to the food and drinks which were served to the 

Massa.  Lilith turned into a cruel criminal after seeing and experiencing the cruelty of whites 

very often.  Every morning Lilith prepared some warm water to bath Massa Roget.   But one day 

Massa Roget tried to commit sexual abuse and attempted to rape Lilith.  Massa Roget is old 

enough to fight with Lilith and so he slipped into the tub and was sinking. Lilith helps him but 

Massa Roget does not eliminate his bad intentions, he tried to rape Lilith again.  Lilith drowned 

Massa Roget in the bath tub until he is dead, <True darkness and womanness make her want to 

live, make her think that goddamn, this nigger goin9 live longer than what white man say.  Than 

what God say.  Lilith led the spirit take her back into the kitchen.  She have to hide and only the 

thing she can think of hiding in is fire.  She don9t think.  She chanting in her head= (224). 

Mistress saw Lilith that she had killed her husband therefore she screamed and ran away 

from the house.  Lilith try to chase the mistress and she pushed her to the ground from the 

balcony stairs.  Mistress Roget9s blood spread across the floor.  Lilith wants to escape from the 

situation.  So she set the fire in the house and then she burned the house mercilessly.  She 

jumped to save her.  Massa Isobel9s family burned to death in the fire.  During the day, Massa 

Isobel is back to the Coulibre, she screamed and cried until Massa Humphrey came.  Massa 

Humphrey accused Lilith as the arsonist.  However, Lilith dodged reason she did not know about 

the murder because she was at the farm milking cows.  She already saw the fire burnedup the 

entire house and also the Isobel9s family. 
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Massa Humphrey decided that Isobel should live in Montpelier Estate.  Lilith was also 

sent back to Montpelier as the house slave.  Lilith overshadowed by the guilt of the killing the 

people and seeing Isobel in her sadness was so much devastated and frustrated.  Lilith felt guilty 

throughout the day, she felt uneasy in her life for the first time because of the murders.  In the 

Montpelier Estate Lilith saw overseer Robert Quinn.  Quinn makes Lilith confused about her life 

because Lilith is in love with Quinn. Lilith is a black slave and Quinn is a white overseer.  Quinn 

gave her the whip wounds, but he also gave a special treat to her.  Lilith fall love with him but 

she was afraid because Quinn was a white man.  Lilith loves Quinn but is confused because no 

whites were really falling in love with blacks.  Lilith knows very well but she is still in love with 

the white man, Quinn.  They just have lust to the slaves.  The white man will simply love a 

whitewoman.  So it is not at all possible for Quinn to fall in love with Lilith. 

Some of you stay here until me give you the signal.  The rest of you run to the field to 

give the mens the gun.  You need to take some fire to the field too.  Remember, any nigger that 

start to fuss, shoot them.  She run to the window and see some negroes walking up to the cottage.  

Some carrying stick and some carrying fire. (388-391) 

After arrival of Lilith, Homer and all other women ready for encountering the white 

masters.  Lilith was not interested because her father was a white master and he is kind to her.  

So, she is not interested to encounter the white masters.  Pallas was one of the slave who led the 

revolt of the nigger.  Pallas gave instructions to Gorgon.  She asked a men slave to bring a gun.  

Then some of them have to carry a fire.  Lilith is still at home and sees the nigger carrying 

weapons to kill the whites. She immediately woke Quinn and told him to escape from there.  

Then she immediately ran to rescue Isobel and her father Jack Wilkins.  Finally, Lilith as a 
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nigger had saved Isobel from death, so she was able to come out from the guilt of what she had 

done to Isobel9s family. 

Lilith had killed many people, until her memories forgot how many people have died 

because her.  Lilith thought that she lived to be a killer to Whites because they will torture and 

kill other blacks forever, if they are left free.  Sometimes she thought what she did was right.   

On the other hand, she has a sense of regret for her life to kill and hate.  She does this all because 

of the effects of the cruel behavior of whites to her and other slaves.  Lilith life was full of 

darkness because she lives in the environment of violence and she had a sense of humanity.   

A violent rebellion is started, to avenge the cruelty that black women suffer on the 

plantation field.  When Homer tells the plan to Lilith she says that it is not easy to get freedom 

from whites.  Homer says Lilith is not ready for her freedom and for the revolt.  Homer conveys 

with the positive note that <freedom coming whether you ready or not= (349). Black people want 

their lives to be a free one from being called a nigger. They feel that it is their own life to have 

their own freedom in return they searched for their own identity.  Every back woman is ready to 

take up her freedom as <Nigger wants freedom and they take it.  Nigger want land and they take 

that it.  Nigger want blood and they take that too= (304).  It is only because of Homer the revolt 

started. She boosted every women in the plantation field to take up their freedom. In the revolt, 

only black women took active participation and not the black men.  

Black women are not only humiliated by their white masters but also by their fellow 

black men.  Lots of violence had been faced by the blacks in their lifetime.  Black people in 

search of their identity plan to revolt against their masters for their freedom, keeping in mind 

about the Haitian revolution which was the most successful slave revolution in the history.  

Black women must fight against the trauma to lead a pleasant life.  Men should not value women 



16 

 

by their attire or by their physic.  Women had to be discoveredby their own selves through which 

they take a step to change their fate and to live life as free humans. 

Black women have tasted a little bit of happiness amongst much violence in their lives.  

Blacks must not sit idle and accept the fate that lies before them.  Not only black women but also 

every woman should fight against the ordeals and must obtain freedom in their patriarchal 

society.  The novel concluded with the note on how the night women die in the revolt while 

fighting for their freedom in her life and the life of the blacks.  The story is narrated to the reader 

by Lilith9s daughter.  Basically, this novel is not a historical novel but the author brings out the 

historical reference of the Domingue Revolt of 1791. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

Feminine Aptitude and Racial Prejudice 

This chapter deals with the black woman called Lilith and other black women who were 

tortured by their white masters.  More than the black man, black women are violated.  This study 

throws light on the violence that black women come across in their lifetime in their plantation as 

a slave and how they form a group and plan to revolt against their white masters which is seen 

from a feminist perspective. Thus, how hard they try to get out of the racial prejudices prevailing 

in plantations.  In the field of Feminist Criticism, Barbara Smith a critic states that, 

Feminism is the political theory that struggles to free all women of colour, working class 

women, poor women, disabled women, lesbians, old women as well as white economically 

privileged, heterosexual women. Anything less than this vision of total freedom is not feminism 

but merely feminist self- aggrandizement. (43) 

The novel The Book of Night Women depicts about the people9s sufferings.  Lilith is the 

protagonist and the story revolves around her. It begins from her birth and continues till the other 

women plan to fight for their freedom from nigger status and to establish their own identity as 

women.  The author uses Jamaican dialect to bring out the real pain of the blacks.  The novel 

gives the clear picture of the slave9s life, their pain their small happiness, their relationships and 

their sufferings.  Blacks are isolated based on their race, colour, class, and gender. They are also 

assaulted verbally and physically.  This novel deals with the variety of themes like counter 

violence, black woman9s misery, oppression and also the powerful black violence.  In this novel 

many slaves are deflowered by the masters.  One such incident occurs in the ratoon field which 
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was witnessed by Lilith, Ratoon field be nothing but last year chopped cane that leave to grow 

back by it lonesome.  Lilith run to the end and pull to stalk apart to see the new fields. A nigger 

woman on her knees, shaking and blubbering.  Her faces well and cut up and wash with so much 

blood that she drip red. She begging with the cry for the women got no words. One of her eyes 

shut. (61) 

Lilith saw this violence and she felt distress for that woman. All black women in the field 

had felt the agony at least once in their life time. When Lilith saw that incident she feels bad for 

the women even though see is not her sisters.  Women are seduced by their masters both verbally 

and physically.  The black women were also made to suffer a lot by the white women, so each 

and every black woman always faces the double burden throughout their life, <The Negro 

Scream that white people don9t hear because it never stop late lunch Or early afternoon tea.  A 

Negro scream be like a pig scream.  A Negro scream be like a dog whistle.  A Negro scream be 

like wind= (164). 

Even though the black slaves scream aloud, whites do not listen to them. They even make 

fun of black9s scream as pig9s scream and dog9s scream.  In Alice Walker9s The Colour Purple, 

the protagonist Celie was physically abused by their own father.  Be it a slave or a black woman, 

they had to undergo sufferings and physical torture in their lives.  Even for the small mistake 

they are wiped without any mercy by the whites.  In The Book of Night Women, the author 

disguises about the relationship between masters, overseers, slaves and maroons. He also 

examines the constitutive role of violence during the eighteenth century Jamaican underwent in 

the sugarcane plantations.  He depicts a slave community that is marked by constant power 

struggles and clear hierarchical divisions between Creole and African born slaves, between black 

women and men as well as between house slaves, artisans, drivers, field slaves and overseers.   
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According to Burnard, eighteenth century Jamaica was a place of economic and social 

opportunities for white Europeans from all social classes: <Any man with a modicum of ambition 

and a measure of talents was in a very strong position to acquire a fortune superior to that 

possible anywhere else in Britain and its empire=(42). In The Book of Night Women, the black 

women like Lilith are maltreated by white masters and the black slave women are the victims of 

sexual abuse.  The slaves on Montpelier Estate form bonds of friendship and love with the white 

man.  In particular, it explores the complex power relationship between black enslaved women 

and men.   

The white men are superior and they want to supervise the slave. If they are not working 

properly they will be punished by the supervisor. Some of the white Europeans died of diseases 

such as malaria, and yellow fever. Those native-born whites are died before they reached the 

certain age. In Jamaica, native born whites are heavily outnumbered by immigrants. The numerous 

Jamaican plantation owners and slave masters are absentees, living in Great Britain and it had 

created disturbing effects on black and white Jamaican. Richard B. Sheridan contends, <Tender to 

promote a careless, cruel, and extravagant management of plantation; it established conditions that 

led to slave insurrections; it drained away wealth and income that might otherwise have gone into 

public and private improvements= (386). 

Jamaica9s booming economy depended on the manual labour of large numbers of 

imprisoned blacks.  In 1655, thousands of black captives were violently taken from Africa and 

brought to Jamaica as slaves.  During the second half of the eighteen century when the sugar 

boom was at its height, Jamaica became Britain9s most precious and profitable colony.  It attracts 

thousands of European immigrants and sojourners.  Most of them were west young Englishmen 

and they came from urban area, driven by the desire to gain influence and power, to make a 
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fortune as soon as possible and then to return home to Europe as absentee planters. In Jamaica, 

European worked as merchants, sugar planters, traders, book keepers, attorneys or slave 

overseer, creating an extremely violent and materialistic society whose wealth was based on the 

systematic exploitation of African slaves.   

In the middle of the eighteenth century, blacks constituted the overwhelming majority of 

Jamaica9spopulation.  In 1752, there were Ten Thousand slaves in the colony. Approximately 

seventy five percent of the slaves worked on plantations and were treated as animals. They 

suffered from malnutrition, sickness and violence, the African captives were forced to carry out 

laborious task, such as digging holes, cutting the cane and transporting it to the mill, cutting 

firewood as well as crushing and boiling the sugar cane.  Living in a society in which whites 

were heavily outnumbered by blacks is never dreamt by anyone in the history of Jamaica. 

Jamaican slave masters, plantation owners and overseers always want to control their 

slaves. The slaves are physically and psychologically affected. The whites show the authority 

towards black by whipping them, beating them black and blue and by torturing them physically.  

They killed their slaves in horrific ways. Female slaves are suffered by sexual abuse both by 

black and white men. The slaves are sold in auction.  Male slaves want to do hard work and 

female slaves have to do domestic work and they want to obey their white masters.  Bush 

contends it as, <As chattel slaves, they could be sold for debts if other movable assets were 

exhausted, and disposed of in accordance with the laws of inheritance of real estate=(138). 

Slaves cannot lead an independent life and to protect their children and wives. Many 

male slaves resorted to violence to asset their manhood and to channelize their anger and 

frustration, they repressed it when their white masters are around them and liberated itfrom 

themselves temporarily when they are alone because of their powerlessness.  
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 This novel, challenges static conceptions of slave communities as homogenous groups of 

passive and innocent victims without justifying acts of intra black violence and without 

absolving the black victimizer from guilt and moral responsibility.  James also describes how 

Paris, a black overseer tries to rape Lilith. 

In Montpelier Estate, Paris is depicted as a ruthless and cruel man, using physical and 

psychological means to control and humiliate others whenever he can <He was one of them man 

who didn9t even have to beat and thump and slap, him voice was enough= (15). Paris attempts to 

reveal and assert his manhood by oppressing and exerting control over black women. Paris feels 

free to sexually abuse Lilith because he knows that the white plantation owners and the colonial 

authorities will not punish him for this crime, <Every negro walk in circle take that and make of 

it what you will. But sometimes that circle start squeeze in on itself =(218).This phrase seems 

like the meaning of connotation of Sisyphus mythology, where the Gods assigned Sisyphus to 

roll a great stone to the top of a steep hill.  The stone has been created by the Gods to always roll 

back down while annoying to reach the hill. Sisyphus sustained to do this and was not able to 

complete the task.  Just like Sisyphus, the life of slave will always be a cycle like that. Living in 

a cycle of suffering, there is no change for good. They are born from a slave who was raped by 

their white overseers and then they also gave birth to children. James focuses on the time of past 

shows how this cycle never ends as, 

Slaves, bought and sold.  She think that Miss Isobel see her this time, but Miss Isobel 

busy cussing people to get out of her goddamn way.  The carriage can barely move now, shake 

of the crowed of people… A rip of one, this lassie is, not yet fifteen, methinks.  Aye, I am sure of 

it.  An exotic princess was she back in the dark continent, a boon to any household.  And fine 
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gentlemen such as you are surely you know a good value, so lets start at one hundred, do I hear 

one and twenty?  the auctioneer says (175-176). 

In this novel, the white privilege is embodied in the practise of slavery occurring in 

Montpelier Estate. The system of slavery at that time was black chattel slavery. The black slaves 

are classified based on their virtues.  Their virtue determines the price of the slave. A teenage 

female slave is favourable because she can be a sex slave to produce more slaves. A strong male 

slave is also highly priced because his strength may cover more works that save the masters 

money to buy more slaves. In the auction the slaves are bought and sold like chattel. In the 

plantation, the slave works from dusk to dawn even to dusk again.  There is almost no time for a 

black slavein plantation to take rest, they have to run round the clock doing one thing or the 

other.  The master and the overseers only think about their own profits. 

Most of the time the field negroes work all through the night cutting cane, trashing the 

leaves, dodging rat and snake, and piling the cane together for sending it to the mill. Crop time is 

where the slave reaps the cane and Massa reaps the money.  The overseer too reaps money 

during Crop time with his commission of every hogshead over one hundred twenty.  On 

Montpelier, crop time is what keeps the estate going.  Next to rumour of rebellion, crop time is 

the only time the white man lose his sleep. 

In sugar cane plantation slaves have to work nonstop of cutting cane.  The slaves want to 

keep the plantation and free from animal attacks.  They should send the harvest to the factory to 

process the cane into sugar.  The supervisors are asked to guide the slaves and they are not 

allowed to take rest.  For low wages slaves have to work for a long time.  Slaves are like 
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machines that are required to work without intermission.  It depicts how whites are powerful and 

superior to the blacks resulting in racial discrimination.   

 White can do anything at will on blacks.  The whites are always superior over nigger.  

They can grab a nigger and kill them without any significant reason.  James uses the word 

<pickney= several times in this novel.   The word <pickney= is derived from Piccaninny but it has 

different connotations.  Piccaninny is now usually regarded as an offensive racial slur for a black 

child.  And the word <pickney= is used to call the children, <White pickney and black pickney 

paly all the time when they little, as if they be combolo one and the same= (4). It refers both 

black and white children.  When the whites and the blacks are in childhood, they play together 

and were friends.  But if they are grown up, they are being separated as two different entities.  

Whites will be the masters while the blacks will be the servant.  They are no longer being friends 

because whites are in high position or status.  Blacks become their slaves to work, serve and for 

their mere survival.   

 In this novel, the principles of white privilege embodied in the practise of slave shows 

how they are cruelly treated by their white masters.  Because the white are superior in numbers 

and they show their superiority by becoming more and more brutal and ruthless towards their 

slave which in turn create more anger and hatred to the black people who are in slavery. The 

ideology of white privilege will always assume that the white are the superior among other races 

throughout the world is rightly said by the author as, 

War broke out between Johnny - jumpers and house slave unawares to everybody but 

them whenever a house have to go further than the flower house, they always travel in two or 

three and one of the three was either Homer or Pallas. Lilith suspect that this was not because of 
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her because of who Homer be. She know the other house slave hate her.  They have to.  For she 

was thinking that if she wasn9t Lilith she would hate Lilith too (45-46). 

It portrays about the black slave become the accused for the death when they commit a 

minute mistake. They feel unsafe at any time because they will be punished for offense actions 

which they never did. Because Lilith was trying to protect herself from rape, all blacks feel 

unsafe. It makes the black salves hate Lilith. But Lilith wants to start a new life. So she lived 

with the white man but it was not a satisfied life for her.  And she also has a child.  Here, the 

author disguises about sadistic and brutal female mistress to shed light on the harmful effects on 

slavery in black and white society.  Lilith9s friend Dulcimena was tortured by mistress at 

Coulibre and so she died.  Her crimes in the second part of the narrative are primarily as a result 

of the dehumanization and degradation she has experienced throughout her life as a slave.  After 

Dulcimena9s execution, Lilith thinks about taking revenge, 

Lilith start to imagine what white flesh look like after a whipping.  What white neck look 

like after a hanging and what kind a scar leave on a white body after black punishment.  She 

thinks of the little Roget boy, Master Henry of tying and hanging the boy up by him little balls 

and chopping him head off.  She makes the thoughts of white blood work into a fever. (200) 

 Lilith suffered both physical pain and psychological torture. She has internalized the 

white woman9s conception of violence as a legitimate tool of punishment and sadistic 

suppression.  The hatred is directed against all white people including children. She hopes that 

her white oppressors will suffer the same fate as Dulcimena and other brutalized slaves. The 

following acts of violence carried out by Lilith could be interpreted as a form of self liberation 

and an attempt to express her freedom as a human being.  James refuses to represent his black 
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female characters as passive and submissive.  Instead, he highlights the slave women9s strong 

inner determination to offer violent resistance towards their white masters.    

 Slaves are like machines that are required to work without interruption.  The white people 

are powerful and superior.  White can do anything at will on blacks, <Even the dirtiest, smelliest 

poorest, most god forsook, black teeth, worthless Cockney bastard know that white skin carry 

God power= (253). The whites are always superior over nigger.  They grab a nigger and kill them 

without any significant reason at any time of day and even during night, 

What every nigger done know, <James9s narrator says, was that after the treaty, the 

Maroon, a slave sworn friend, become him sworn enemy.  The black pay two pounds for every 

nigger but most time Maroon done hunt and send back niggers even for free. A nigger who 

choose to run 8way to freedom now face a new enemy who breathe like he breathe and look like 

he look (77). 

 In 1739, there is a peace treaty between the Maroon leader Cudjoe and the British, James 

challenges a clear cut dichotomy between black victimhood and white suppression without the 

guilt of white colonial authorities, plantation owners and slaveholders.  The Book of Night 

Women explores the brutalizing effect of slavery and white colonial rule on black maroon 

communities, centralizing the maroons9 decision and willingness to turn against and betray other 

blacks to maintain their won status as free individuals. 

 The ideology of white privilege will always assume that the whites are the superior race 

among other races. These views will bring opinions and racial prejudice to judge other races 

deemed inferior. James tries to convey racial discrimination in his novel The Book of Night 

Women through the whites and blacks life in Jamaica, especially in sugarcane plantations. The 
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racial discrimination show how the black women are suffered to the worst in comparison with 

that of a black man. Lilith was a black slave girl, got harsh punishment and sexual abuse in 

almost all working place wherever she went for her survival by her white masters.  It depicts that 

the black slaves cannot have freedom or independence to determine their one life. 

 The black slaves are always controlled by the white Slaves. The narrator tells that in 

reality the Whites feel insecure and are actually afraid of niggers. Therefore, they become cruel 

and brutal to protect themselves in order to retain their power. The narrator also tells about the 

evil behaviour of white people towards black people.  The whites whipped the black slaves and 

they tortured them so much and even many were sentenced to death for their minor mistakes.  

The racial discrimination in this novel is also through words verbally through painful and dirty 

words. The whites insulted or mocked the blacks with vulgarity and shameful word very often.  

The whites considered themselves as superior in race so the blacks had to be inferior for 

maintaining their cycle of life in a balance without any disturbance and so blacks were always 

put in constant threats and troubles. 

 In this novel, The Book of Night Women, James offers an unsparing account of the 

experience of being in slavery in which the blacks are trapped in a vicious circle of violence. He 

also highlights the utterly destructive nature of slavery and transformative power of violence in 

the struggle for recognition and freedom. James9 goal is not to justify his slave characters acts of 

revenge but to explore the miserable conditions of anti blackness that trigger their brutal actions. 

The novel moves beyond a reductive celebration of the liberating power of counter violence and 

highlights the destructive nature of violent acts. Finally, Slavery is exposed as the second order 

of violence. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

        Intolerant Characters 

Characters are the soul of literature. They will give life to the novel. Each character is 

superficial, rutting and sexually aggressed in this novel which becomes predictable and 

reductive. Characterization is the act of creating or describing character9s physical attributes as 

well as the character9s personality. It is the representation of the person in narrative and dramatic 

work of art. The way the characters act, think and speak also adds to their characterisation.  

Character is the literary element. The Book of Night Women(2009) explores one of the darkest 

and most painful novels.  

Lilith is the central character of this novel. She is the witness of her tragedy. Lilith is a 

14years old teenage girl. An orphanbornto anen slaved women and awhiteoverseer in the year 

1785,hername alludes to the defiant Lilith of the Jewish folkloretradition characterised as a 

female demon and the rebellious first wife of Adam who fled from Eden after she defied her 

sexual subjugation. Lilith anen slaved house servant, violently contestsher bondage through acts 

of subversion. 

Lilith conjures the fear and animosity of her cohorts and overseers. As a young child, 

Lilith commits her first act of self protection by disfiguring a Johnny - jumpers with 

boiling tea and killing him with his own cut at last after he attempts to rape her. In her 

ultimate act of rebellion, Lilith single handedly kills her enslavers, their children, and 

other enslaved black people before setting fire to the main house of the Coulibre 

plantation without raising suspicion. As Geoffrey W. Dennis explains in recent debates, 
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<Lilith has become rallying point among feminists in critiquing the overwhelmingly male 

oriented perspective of tradition Judaism, and she has been adopted as a symbol of 

feminist resistances to male spiritual hegemony= (154). 

 Lilith is a personification of female vulnerability and resistance. She is both a victim of 

white brutality, a defiant  slave,  an oppressed women and a victimizer who not only  resorts to 

violence to defend herself and change the master9s power but also kills white children and 

ultimately even attacks fellow female captives to gain influence and power within the slave 

community. Lilith9s eagerness to turn against other slave and she wants to show the brutalizing 

effect of slavery. 

 Lilith was a brave girl she wants to live a happy life. Lilith work as a slave in the 

Montpelier Estate. The white master named Paris wants to direct the slaves. Paris tries to abuse 

her. She wants to save her life from Paris so shekilled her and ran away from the house. David 

goes on to argue of black women slaves as 

If black women had achieved a sense of their own strength and a strong urge to resist, 

then violent sexual assaults so the slaveholders might have reasoned would remain the 

womenof their essential and inalterable femaleness. In the male supremacist vision of the 

period, this meant passivity, acquiescence and weakness (24). 

As a black women Lilith have courage and power because they want to lead an 

independent life but the white master tortured them a lot. Paris was astrong man but Lilith 

killed him by her own hands it shows her as a brave women.  Lilith got so many 

whippings from the white masters.  If  she  commits a small  mistake  she  will  be  

punished  a  lot.  So  Lilith  was  angry  towards  the  white  masters  after  her  friend  
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Dulcey died.  She wants to take revenge against them.  Lilith  adds  a bit  of  dirt  to  the  

food  and  drinks  which  were  served  to  the  white  master.  Lilith  turned  into  a  

criminal  after  often  seeing  and  experiencing  the cruelty  Whites.  One  day  white  

master  tried  to  commit  sexual  abuse  and  attempted  to  rape  Lilith.  Lilith drowns 

him in the bathtub till he is dead.  <At the door be the mistress.  She  go  toscream  again  

but  a  cough  come  out.  She run from the door= (124). 

Lilith wants to escape from this situation.  So she set the fire and burn the house.  She 

jumped to save her.  Lilith  had  killed  many  people,  until  her  memories  forget  how  many  

people  have  died  because  her.  Lilith thought that she lived to be a killer.  But  if  they  are  not  

killed  they  will  torture  and  kill other  blacks.  Sometimes she thought what she did was right.  

On  the  other  hand  she  has  a  sense  of  regret  for  her  life  to  kill and  hate.  She  does  this  

all because  of  the  effects  of  the  cruel   behavior  of  whites   to  her  and  other  slaves.  Lilith  

life  was  full  of  darkness  because  she  lives  in  the  environment  of  violence  still  she  has  

got profound sense of  humanity. 

Homer was one of major character in this novel.  Homer is a woman and the head of the 

culinary works. She has also undergone violence but not physically abused by the whites.  When  

narrating  her  dejected  flashback  to  Lilith,  she  explodes  ferociously  narrating  how  her  life  

was  destroyed  by  the  Maroons  who  were  of  team  that  had  dealings  with  white  men.If  

any  black  intended  to  escape  from  the  Montpelier  Estate  he/she  will be  caught  and  

handed  over  to  their  white masters by these maroons who are also blacks. 

When  Homer  decided  to  run  away  from  the  estate  with  black  man Benjy  carrying  

her  own  child  in  her  belly,  she  is  caught  red handed  by  the  maroons  and  is  later  sent  to  

her  masters.  The  masters  harm  both  her  baby  in  the  womb  and  her  black  man.  The  
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punishment  which  is  given  to  her  is  very  severe  and  that  creates  a  fear  in  her.  She  

keeps  all her  worries  and  sufferings  inside  her  it  burns  like  a  fire.  <Every  nigger  have  

reason  for  the  white  man  to  dead. Me more than most. You can talk all you want, but me 

shed real blood, and me not shedding no more. Me not killing nobody= (329).  As  Homer9s  

master  kill  her  child  and  her  man, she  decides  to  kill  her  master  and  waits  for  the  

perfect  time.In his article, <Black Feminist Thought: Knowledge, Consciousness, and the 

Politics of Environment= Collins says, 

But  change  can  also  occur  in  the  private,  personal  space  of  an  individual 

Woman9s  consciousness  any  individual  black  woman  who  is  forced  to remain 

<motionless on the outside,= can develop the <inside= of a  changed consciousness  as  a  

sphere  of  freedom (129). 

As  stated  by  Collins,  the  power  to  save  the  self  lies  within  the  self.  Other  black  

women  may  assist  in  this  journey  toward  personal  empowerment.  So Homer wants 

to kill the white master.  She  need  a  help  from  the  other  black  slave  women.  And  

individual  women  may  use  multiple  strategies  in  her  quest  for  the  constructed  

knowledge  of  an  independent  voice.  According to Collins in  this  novel, Homer  

evaluated  her  own  self ,  and  by  evaluating,  she  decides  to  lead  a nigger free  life  

and  plans  to  revolt  against  her  masters.  She decides to fight back for her own self. 

The black women decide to live an independent life freeing themselves from the chains 

of slavery and double burden.  After  facing  all  kinds  of  violence, they  identify  their  

strength  and  decide  to  revolt.  She  imprecates  white  men as  <what  a  terrible  thing  

8pon  this  world  the  white  man  must  be.  What  a  wicked,  terrible,  brutal  creature,  
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nothing  no  wicked  like  he  so. That is the only thing they can teach we. Watch today 

when they see how much we learn.= (375). 

The  most  terrible  creature  in  the  world  is  only  the  whites.  Homer teaches Lilith to 

read.  <When  a  nigger  can  read, she  can  plan,  if  is  even  for  just  a  minute. Make me tell 

you something else 9bout reading. You see this? Every time you open this you get Free. Freeness 

up in here and nobody even have to know you get free but you= (55) says  Homer,  who  has  

only one  book,  that is also a  stolen  copy  of  Henry  Fielding9s Joseph Andrews. Homer  

introduces  Lilith  to  the  other  black  slave  women  who  meet  clandestinely  at  night.  After  

knowing  the  braveness  of  Lilith,  the  other  five women  invite  her  to  join  the  revolt.  The  

six  women  call  themselves  8Night  Women9  and  they  plan  secretly  at  midnight. 

The  night  women  are  Homer,  Collisto,  Pallas,  Hippolyta,  Gorgon,  Iphigenia  and  

Lilith.  The six women secretly plan for the revolt.  Only  at  midnight  the  meetings  take  place,  

that  too,  in  a  place  like  mountain  cave.  For  the  first  time  when  Lilith  went  to  attend  the  

meeting,  <God strike me down death if worse do not happen to you shake of that mouth. Now 

get out. Get out! The cave trembled. The  women  all  stand  and  they  don9t  look  like  women  

no  more.  Lilith back away through the cave and stumble. Then she run= (74).  She  was  

frightened  by  the  look  of  the  women  and  ran  into  the  big  house. 

When  realizing  her  own  strength  Homer  desires  that  all  other  women  should  fight  

for  their  rights  as  everyone  has  their  strength  within  them.  When  Lilith  is  

confused  about  this  Homer  says: <Me already tell you. Time  to  know  what  true  and  

what  lie,   time  to  decide  if  you  want  to  be  slave  or – Free? Oh. Me see now=(69).  

She  adds  that  the  time  for  freedom  has  come  and  that  she  must  decide  whether  

to  free or  to  remain  as  a  slave.  Homer  is  the  one  who  tried   to  sow  the  seed  of  
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freedom  in  every  woman9s  mind  and  she  says,  <We  going  kill  them,  girl  child,  

every  single  white  son  of  a  within  hundred  mile.  We going kill them all= (281). 

A  violent  revolt  is  started,  to  revenge  the  avenge  the  brutality  that  black  women  

suffer  on  the  plantation  field.  When  Homer  tells  the  plan  to  Lilith  she  says  that  it  is  not  

easy  to  get  freedom  from  whites.  Lilith  is  not  ready  for  her  freedom  and  for  the  revolt.  

Homer conveys with a positive thought. Black people want their lives to be a nigger free one.  

They feel that it is their own identity.  Homer  wants  to  guide  the  slave  she  wants  to  instruct  

them  to  take  revenge  against  the  white  people.  So  with  the  help  of  Lilith  she  and  the  

other  four black  slaves, she  wants  to  take  revenge  against  the  white  masters. 

The  other  three  white characters  play  a  major  role  in  this  novel.   They  are  the  

white  masters  who  ruled  the  black  slaves  under  their  control.  Massa Humphrey is British 

and owner of a slave estate.  In  the  sugar  cane  estate  they  sell  the  sugarcane  for  sale  and  

distributes to industries through which he earns  money.  He  is  the  wealthiest  and  the  most  

powerful  person  in  this  novel. 

The  young   son    Massa   Humphrey   who  was  getting  learning  inEngland   receive  

order  to  come  back  to  the  plantation  directly  totake  up  him    station  in     life.  

When  Humphrey   Wilson    reach  Jamaica,  the  year  was  1800  and  he  be  twenty-

one  years  of  age. The Montpelier Estate be the biggest in East Jamaica so niggers was 

expecting a big gathering of white people to pay them respects (35). 

Massa Humphrey is the son of Patrick Wilson.  After  he  completed  his  education  in  

England,  he  got  a  duty  to  go  back  to  The  Montpelier  Great  House  to  be  the  successor  

his  father. He takes care of his estate after his father died. Massa Humphrey was very 
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discourteous person.  He scolded and whipped the black slaves very much.  In the estate, slaves 

will work hard. They work from morning to evening.  In Massa Humphrey9s house Lilith worked 

as a slave. Homer told Lilith to take a tray for serving pumpkin soup to the governor.  

Unfortunately  the  tray  fells,  the  soup  bowl  ruptured,  and  hot  soup  spilled  on  the  neck  

and  on  her  dress, at once  Massa  Humphrey  immediately  came  up  with  angry  red  face.  

Massa  Humphrey  is  angry  and  beat  her  in  front  of  the  invited  guests. 

Massa  Humphrey  is  ashamed  because  Lilith  cannot  serve  the  guests  well.  

Humphrey  hit  the  face  of  Lilith  till  blood  flows  in  her  nose  and  she  was  spitting  blood.  

Humphrey still wants to punish Lilith more.  McClusky  was  a  black  slave  he  works as  a  

driver  in  Massa  Humphrey9s  house. McClusky  was  an  unkind  person,  he  also  abused  the  

slave  women.  He orders McClusky to drag her out and whips her severely. And Lilith was sent 

out of his house.  It  shows  how  the  White  masters  are  cruel  against  white  people. 

Robert  Quinn  is  <Robert Quin who we come to know was an  Irishman,  take  over  as  

overseer,  and  lives  in  the  great  house.  Jack  Wilkins  getting  on  in  years  Massa  Humphrey  

make  he  stay. Montpelier Great house have a ground floor that make out cut stone and two 

more on top that make out of wooden plaster= (42).  Robert  Quinn  is  one  of  the  white  man  

from  Ireland.  He  is  a  best  friend  of  Massa  Humphrey   who  was   invited  to  Jamaica  to  

be  one  of  the  overseers  in  his  sugar  plantation.  Quinn  is  not  a  landowner  or  private  

slave  owner,  he  worked  for  Massa  Humphrey.  Quinn makes Lilith confused about her life. 

Lilith  is  a  black  slave  and  Quinn  is  a  white  overseer.  Quinn  gave  her  the  whip  

wounds,  but  he  also  gave  a  special  treat  to  her.  Lilith  fall  love  with  him  but  she  was  

afraid  of him being a  white  man as whites do not really fall in love with blacks.  They just have 

lust to their slaves So it is not possible for Quinn to love her truly and to reciprocate her with his 
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true love.  Humphrey  and   Quinn  take  advantage  of  their  white  privilege  in  the  colony  

through  sexual  practices  in  which  the  violence  of  rape  and  sexual  dominance  are 

perpetuated as, 

The  colony  can  change  a  man  if  he  willing  and  there  be  things.  He can do here 

that he can9t do no where else.  Regard  this, coming  to  a  land  where  a  man   can  

seduce,  rape  or  sodomite any  nigger woman  or  boy  or  girl  he  wish  and  there  be  

nothing that  nobody  going <do,  for  every  other  white  man  be  doing  the same (43). 

Humphrey  and  Quinn  uses  their  privileges  for  immortal  lust  and  sexual  abuse  

toward  their  slaves.  They  both  drink   alcohols  and enjoyed with  the  colored  women  on  

the  island.  They  came   to  the  foreign  land  with  overbearing  and  do  things  on their own  

wish and desire. They  feel  that  their  race  is  superior  so  they  can  do   as  whatever  they  

like.  It shows the White  masters  as the people without sense  of  humanity. 

Massa Roget and Mistress Roget are the white people.  They are also having sugarcane 

estate.  Massa Roget ill treated the black slaves.  Massa  Roget  think  that  the  black  slaves  are  

not  having  knowledge.  Massa Humphrey and Massa Roget proclaims about the African slaves 

as in the following statement, 

God9s words! Why must blood thee brought up at the table! My husband and daughter 

are so insufferable, the Mistress say, but nobody listening to her. Oh, no, young sir, they 

are nothing like us, they have no interest in the finer  arts,  knowledge,  literature and 

science, nothing  that  man  has  put  in  place  for  his  own  advancement. No Sir, Massa 

Roget say. Neither do we, for thee most part. In the colonies for certain, I must say. 

Present company excluded, of course (202-203). 
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Massa Roget thinks that the slaves are not important.  They  are  considered  the  lowest  caste,  

foolish people  and  does not  knew  anything,  including  the science of living.  He believes that 

the White race is superior.  Ducley worked as a slave in Massa Roget house.  They always 

punished Ducley very much.  For a small mistake she got whippings.  One  day  Ducley  forgot  

to  lock  the  goat  pen  <He  whip  the  horse  for  them  to  ride  faster.  They  burst  a  turn  

round  a   cliff  and  Lilith  gasp  when  she  see the  gorge  below.  Coublire  seem   far,  very  far  

for  a  place  that  Miss  Isobel  leave  every  day  to  come  to  Montpelier= (175).  So the goat 

enter into the garden.  So  Mistress  got  angry  against Ducley  and  gave  whippings  to  her.  

Finally Massa Roget killed Ducley. 

Lilith also worked as a slave in Massa Roget house.  Massa Roget often scold Lilith.  But  

one  day  he  tried  to  commit  sexual  abuse  and  attempted  to  rape  Lilith.  Massa  Roget  is  

old  enough  to  fight  Lilith  when  she  was  slipped  into  the  tub  and  sink.  Lilith  helps  him  

but  Massa Roget  does not  eliminate  his  bad  intentions,  he  tried  to  rape  Lilith  again.  Until  

Lilith  drown  him  in  the  bathtub  till  death. Mistress Roget was also killed by  Lilith  who  

became dark as a  result of atrocities that she had felt. Thus, the brutality of the white people was 

answered by these merciless black people whenever they get chance through which they try to 

set right the racial prejudices. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

  Summation 

 Introduction is about history and origin of Jamaican literature. Jamaica stands large 

among world cultures. It shows the Jamaica strength, vibrancy, culture and historical background 

of the Jamaican literature and its origin. In Jamaican the black men and women works under 

their white masters. Marlon James is a Jamaican born novelist, currently residing in the United 

States. In his work he reflects the Jamaican slavery. 

 James9 famous three novels are John Crow’s Devil (2005), The Book of Night 

Women(2009) and A Brief History of Seven Killings(2014). James first novel John Crow’s Devil 

(2005)tells the story of a struggle in a remote Jamaican village in 1957. In John Crow’s Devil 

novel he explores postcolonial Jamaica through a religiously charged, archetypal battle of good 

and evil.  His represents the characters in this novel through their archetypal portrays like 

humanity including hope which is not seen or felt in reality. Despite the particular setting, the 

novel conveys archetypal situations that reside in their collective unconsciousness.   

 This novel, Book Night Women is a novel written by Marlon James. It tells about African 

slavery in Jamaicaduringthe18thcentury. James presents the life of slaves at Montpelier, a sugar 

plantation in Jamaica. In that plantation, slaves were often treated brutally tortured by their white 

overseers, who whipped, raped, and even murdered them. Lilith is the central character of this 

novel. She started witnessing the tragedy of blacks as a fourteen year teenage girl. 
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 The second chapter, Servitude Life of Lilith deals with the summary of this novel.  Lilith 

was born as a result of sexual abuse by an overseer named Jack Wilkins.  Lilith was orphaned 

because her mother dies directly after giving birth to her. Jacks Wilkins asked Homer to take 

care of her.  Lilith was under the control of Homer.  Homer was a black slave woman and head 

of the slave women.  Homer introduced Lilith to all other night women.  Homer wants to take 

revenge against white masters with the help of all other night women for her personal vengeance 

and also for the entire black women who have been suffering a lot under them. So she and the 

other slaves plan for a revolt. 

 A group of slaves who call themselves the <Night Women= are plotting a revolt and 

assume Lilith9s powers will be the key to its success.  Lilith begins to assume her identity she 

chooses a different path which poses a threat to the conspiracy. Lilith is among six mulatto house 

servants at the Montpelier Estate whose mothers were all raped by the same overseer, Wilkins a 

fate which protects them from an even more arduous life of field slavery but serves as remainder 

of the routine sexual abuse that the likes of Wilkins inflict on the female.  Jamaican writer wrote 

a historical tale of slavery The Book of Night Women discuss about Lilith9s internal conflict how 

she was abused by white masters.  She raises the voice against them. 

 Feminine aptitude and racial prejudice discuss about the center utter destructiveness of 

Caribbean slavery by showing how slavery perverts the slave9s moral values and how Lilith turns 

into a victimizer.  In this novel, James9s black protagonist emerges as an incredibly intricate 

character, overwhelmed by conflicting feelings of hate and love, revenge and guilt, fear and 

decisiveness.  Depicted as a rebellious, impetuous and headstrong woman, she struggles to find a 

way to gain a measure of control over her life, to escape herself apart from the other female 

slaves on Montpelier estate. The novel The Book of Night Women depicts about the black 
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people9s sufferings.  Lilith is the protagonist and the story revolves around her, starting from her 

birth till other women plan to fight for their freedom. 

 The author uses Jamaican dialect to bring out the real pain of the blacks.  This novel 

gives the clear picture of the slave9s life, their plan, their small happiness, their relationships and 

their sufferings. Blacks are isolated based on their race, colour, class, and gender.  They are 

assaulted by both means of verbal and physical.  This novel deals with a variety of themes like, 

counter violence, black woman9s misery, oppression and also the power of black violence. 

 The Book of  Night Women depicts the black slaves who cannot determine their own 

lives.  The Black slaves are always controlled by the white slaves.  The narrator tells that in 

reality the whites feel insecure and afraid of blacks.  Therefore, the black slaves become cruel 

and brutal to protect themselves. Then narrator tells about the evil behaviour of white people 

towards black people.  The whites whipped the black slaves and they tortured them so much. The 

whites insulted or mocked the Blacks with vulgarity and shameful word.  Here the humans are 

compared to animals, whites are superior in race and blacks race are inferior. Blacks were not 

allowed to express their feelings and they are not comfortable with their traditions and customs. 

 Characters are the soul of literature.  Each character shows the own identity and give life 

to the novel.  Lilith is the central character of this novel.  She is the witness of her tragedy.  Lilith 

is a fourteen year teenage girl.  An orphan born to an enslaved woman and a white overseer in 

1785, her name alludes to the defiant Lilith of the Jewish folklore tradition characterized as a 

female demand and the rebellious first wife of Adam who fled from Eden after she defied his 

sexual subjugation. 
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 Lilith an enslaved house servant, violently contests her bondage through acts of 

subversion.  Lilith conjures the fear and animosity of her cohorts and overseers.  As a young 

child, Lilith commits her first act of self protection by disfiguring Johnny- jumpers with boiling 

tea and killing him with his own cutlass after he attempts to rape her.  In her ultimate act of 

rebellion, Lilith single handedly kills her enslavers, their children, and other enslaved black 

people before setting fire to the main house on the Coulibre plantation without raising suspicion. 

Homer was one of the major characters in this novel.  Homer a woman who is the head of 

the culinary works has also undergone violence, but not physically abused by her white masters.  

When narrating her dejected flashback to Lilith, she explodes ferociously narrating how her life 

was destroyed by the maroons, who were a team that had dealings with white men.  If any black 

intended to escape from the Montpelier Estate he/she will be caught and handed over to their 

masters. 

 When homer decided to run away from the estate with black men Benjy carrying her own 

child in her belly, she is caught red handed by the maroons and is later sent to her masters.  The 

masters harm both her baby in the womb and her black men.  The punishment which is given to 

her is very severe and that creates a fear in her.  She keeps all her worries and sufferings inside 

her it burns like a fire. 

 In this novel the author discusses about various characters of white masters like Massa 

Humphery, Robert Quinn, Isobel, Massa Roget. These white masters are superior and they want 

to guide the black slaves.  Lilith was a protagonist of this novel she wants to take revenge against 

them.  She was a brave girl and fight for her own life. 
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 James9s goal is not to justify his slave characters acts of revenge but to explore the 

miserable conditions of anti-blackness that trigger their brutal actions.  He offers an unsparing 

account of the slave experience of being trapped in a vicious circle of violence, highlighting the 

utterly destructive nature of slavery and transformative power of violence in the struggle for 

recognition and freedom. So the white people are portrayed as a brutal and merciless people.  

The novel moves beyond a reductive celebration of the liberating power of counter violence and 

highlights the destructive nature of violent acts.  The Book of Night Women ultimately exposes 

the enslaved as a second order of violence. 

 Marlon James novel concludes that Black women are not only humiliated by their White 

masters but also by their fellow black men.  Lot of violence has been faced by the blacks in their 

lifetime.  Black people in search of their identity plan to revolt against their masters for their 

freedom, keeping in mind about the Haitian revolution which was the most successful slave 

revolt in the history.  
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